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 The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended) (the Act) 

covers the use and storage of sperm, eggs and embryos for human application, 

as well as all research involving the use of live human and admixed embryos. 

One way we help licensed clinics to comply with the Act is by publishing a Code 

of Practice. This enables us to meet our statutory duty under the Act, to 

maintain a document that provides guidance on licensed activities and to those 

professionals that perform them. Guidance within the Code of Practice also 

serves as a useful reference for patients, donors, donor-conceived people and 

researchers. 

 We periodically update the Code of Practice guidance and other regulatory 

tools (such as General Directions) to reflect technological and clinical advances 

in the sector, and provide clarification – typically in April and October. By 

reviewing the Code of Practice, we aim to ensure that it: 

a) reflects our current interpretation of the law and regulatory practice 

b) is fit for purpose, and 

c) makes our regulatory requirements clear, while minimising regulatory 

burden where possible. 

 This update to the Code of Practice seeks to clarify guidance on various areas 

following feedback we have received from both the sector (on a day-to-day 

operational basis), as well as in-house from inspectors (eg, when analysing 

trends in sector non-compliances). The following areas are to be amended in 

April 2017: 

 Mitochondrial donation 

 Legal parenthood 

 Egg sharing arrangements 

 Cases where consent to storage is not required  

 Storage periods for eggs, sperm and embryos 

 Care for transgender patients 

 Legislation, professional guidelines and information, and 

 Other minor amendments and corrections. 

 The justification for making amendments to the Code of Practice, General 

Directions, and consent forms in this update are set out below. We ask that the 

Authority considers and agrees to all amendments to guidance so that that they 

may be incorporated into the Code of Practice on 3 April 2017. Where 

amendments involve consent forms and the ‘Guide to consent’, we ask the 

Authority to note the changes, for information. 
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 In December 2016, the Authority took the decision to approve the use of 

mitochondrial donation in clinical practice in certain, specific, cases. At this 

meeting, it was emphasised that it must be made clear to patients that 

mitochondrial donation is a risk reduction strategy, and cannot guarantee a 

child born will not be affected by mitochondrial disease. It also noted that if 

patients were to identify themselves in the media, that they run the risk of being 

identifiable to the donor due to the small number of patients waiting for 

treatment. As a result, it was recommended that the implications of a patient 

identifying themselves should be discussed during counselling. These issues 

are addressed in guidance note 33 (Mitochondrial donation). 

 Amendments to General Directions 0008 (Information to be submitted to the 

HFEA as part of the licensing process) were also proposed in December 2016, 

which included a reference of the key performance indicators (KPI) relating to 

mitochondrial donation. It was highlighted that the following KPI relating to 

blastocyst development rates should be rephrased: 

 Blastocyst development rates – which must be no less than 50% of that 

observed in the control embryos at day 5. Where possible, controls should 

be age-matched to the karyoplast donor.  

We have discussed this issue offline with expert Authority members, and it has 

been agreed that the definition should remain the same as the KPI does not 

require the blastocyst development rate itself to be over 50%. This means that 

an embryologist will not be non-compliant if the blastocyst development rate is 

affected by external factors such as maternal age or egg quality. 

 The agreed amendments to guidance note 33 (Mitochondrial donation) and 

General Directions 0008 (Information to be submitted to the HFEA as part of 

the licensing process) can be found in the paper put before the Authority in 

December 2016. 

Recommendation 

 There are no recommendations for these amendments to the Code of Practice 

as they have previously been agreed by the Authority in December 2016. 

 

 

 In recent years there have been a series of anomalies in the recording of 

consent to legal parenthood. This has led to a number of recommendations 

from the High Court to ensure consent is accurately recorded, as well as 

queries from the sector. The following amendments to the Code of Practice 

clarify guidance on these areas. 

Informing patients of anomalies in consent to legal parenthood 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/docs/2016-12-15_-_Authority_papers_-_Final.pdf
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 In the event that an anomaly in consent to legal parenthood is discovered, it 

was recommended by the High Court that the treating clinic should immediately 

inform the patient, and the person who was treated with the patient, in writing of 

the nature of the anomaly. The patient and person who they were receiving 

treatment with, should subsequently be invited to a meeting to discuss the 

issues arising.  

 In response, we have considered whether guidance on this area should be 

strengthened and as a result propose amending guidance notes 5 (Consent to 

treatment, storage, donation, training and disclosure of information), 6 (Legal 

parenthood) and 27 (Adverse incidents) to require that: 

 a documented assurance process is in place to ensure that the appropriate 

consent forms have been completed, and that the completed forms contain 

the correct information prior to treatment (guidance note 5: paragraph 5.3),  

 should the centre discover any error(s) in the consent provided by a patient 

or their partner – particularly in relation to legal parenthood – the centre 

should (guidance note 5: paragraph 5.4, 5.5; guidance note 6: paragraph 

6.7; guidance note 27: paragraph 27.1): 

‒ take all reasonable steps to notify the affected patient at the earliest 

opportunity 

‒ assess the error and its potential impact, and consider what remedial 

actions should be taken 

‒ report the error(s) to the Executive as an adverse incident 

‒ seek independent legal advice, and 

‒ take all reasonable steps to support any affected patients (and their 

partner(s), if relevant) and offer independent legal assistance, where 

necessary. 

 It is important to note that clinics who identify anomalies in consent which has 

led to harm – or has the potential to cause harm – to patients, should already 

report this as an adverse incident as it falls under the current definition of an 

‘adverse incident’ in the Code of Practice. However, we propose revising 

guidance to make this clear and to formalise the process (guidance note 5: 

paragraph 5.4). 

Recommendation 

 Draft guidance that details the above can be found at Annex A to this paper. 

The Authority is asked to agree to the proposed changes. 

Marital status 

 A further recommendation from the High Court is that there should be a written 

record of whether a marriage or civil partnership exists between persons being 

treated at a clinic, and another question as to whether the patient or partner 

being treated with her is either married to or in a civil partnership with another 

person. Failure to do so may affect who may be legally recognised as the legal 

parent of any child born following treatment. 
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 In response to the recommendation, we suggest updating guidance note 6 

(Legal Parenthood) to require clinics to record whether a patient and their 

partner are married or in a civil partnership with one another (or indeed with 

someone else). 

 We have also made the following clarifications on the matter of marital status to 

guidance notes 5 (Consent to treatment, storage, donation, training and 

disclosure of information) and 6 (Legal parenthood): 

 Clinics should re-verify the identity of a patient (and their partner, if 

applicable) if they return to the centre for subsequent treatment (guidance 

note 5: paragraph 5.13; guidance note 6: paragraph 6.3),  

 Clinics should take reasonable steps to find out whether the patient’s partner 

still consents to their treatment if the partner of a patient who is having 

treatment has not visited the clinic throughout treatment, or does not return 

with the patient for subsequent treatment (guidance note 5: paragraph 5.14; 

guidance note 6: paragraph 6.11), and  

 If a woman who is married or in a civil partnership wishes to be treated with 

a new partner (with her new partner’s sperm, donor sperm, or a donor 

embryo) and for her new partner to be registered as the legal parent of any 

child born from this treatment, then evidence to show that her ex-partner 

does not consent to the treatment must be obtained (guidance note 6: 

paragraph 6.10, 6B). 

Recommendation 

 Draft guidance that details the above further can be found at Annex A to this 

paper. The Authority is asked to agree to the proposed changes. 

 Posthumous birth registration 

 We are aware that if an embryo, created using donor sperm, is transferred to a 

woman while her partner is alive then both the woman and partner will be the 

legal parent of any child born if they are married or in a civil partnership. 

However, this would not be the case in the unfortunate event that the partner 

dies before the embryo transfer took place.  

 Currently, we do not provide a form that allows the partner of a woman 

undergoing treatment with donor sperm to consent to being posthumously 

registered as the legal parent of any child born in this scenario. Instead, we 

suggest that partners of women undergoing treatment using donor sperm 

complete the question relating to posthumous birth registration on the legal 

parenthood form. While this records the necessary consent, we have heard 

from the sector and our inspectors that patients often find completing this form 

confusing. This is because not all questions on the legal parenthood form are 

relevant in this instance, and asking partners to complete one question in a 

form is inconsistent with the approach taken on other consent forms (ie, where 

patients and partners must complete all questions). 

 To help address this issue, we discussed the options with our stakeholder 

groups. It was agreed that a new posthumous birth registration (‘PBR’) form 
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should be created to capture the consent to posthumous birth registration in this 

scenario, and we subsequently sought feedback on the draft form from a 

patient and the Chair of the Senior Infertility Nurses Group. The PBR form sets 

out the legalities around this scenario and makes the reason for completing the 

form clear – ie, that it should be completed by the partner of a woman receiving 

treatment using donor sperm if they want to be registered as the legal parent of 

any child born from embryos that have been created before, but transferred 

after, the event of their death. 

 To reflect the introduction of this new form General Directions 0007 (Consent) 

has also been amended.  

Recommendation 

 A draft copy of General Directions 0007 that includes the new PBR form can be 

found at Annex A to this paper. The Authority is asked to agree to the proposed 

changes. 

 A draft version of the PBR form can be found at Annex A to this paper. The 

Authority is asked to note the changes involved, for information. 

Other changes involving legal parenthood 

 In addition to consent forms, we also provide a ‘Guide to consent’ to clinics to 

ensure forms are used appropriately and clinics understand their legal 

obligation to accurately record informed consent. The ‘Guide to consent’ (and 

its accompanying ‘How to use consent forms’ document) will also be updated 

on 1 April 2017 to clarify: 

 what we mean by consent to legal parenthood and why it is important 

 instances where patients should be asked to complete new consent forms if 

they undergo on a new treatment cycle 

 examples of legal parenthood anomalies, and 

 how clinics can avoid problems with consent to legal parenthood. 

Recommendation 

 The Authority is asked to note changes to its ‘Guide to consent’ and ‘How to 

use consent forms’ document at Annex A, for information. 

 

 

 Egg sharing is currently permitted in UK clinics, while egg giving is prohibited. 

Essentially, this means that eggs collected in a cycle must be shared between 

the egg provider and recipient(s) unless there is a clinical and/or medical 

reason against doing so. This is to capture instances where an egg provider is, 

for example, at risk of ovarian hyper stimulation syndrome (OHSS) or has 

another medical emergency that would mean a fresh embryo transfer could not 

take place. 
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 Our stakeholders have raised concerns that the requirement to have a ‘clinical’ 

and/or ‘medical’ justification for egg sharing has been interpreted to include 

cycles where too few eggs are collected for sharing. In this scenario, some 

clinics are giving all eggs collected in a cycle to the recipient(s), while the egg 

provider is encouraged to undergo an additional egg collection at a reduced 

treatment fee – essentially, the benefit of egg sharing is deferred to a later 

cycle. This is concerning as the egg provider is exposed to an increased – 

albeit small – risk of undergoing an additional cycle, where there may not be a 

clinical or medical justification for doing so. 

 We met with the Licensed Centres Panel to discuss how the policy is currently 

being interpreted. It was voiced that clarification is necessary, and that 

advances in freeze-all cycles – in the long term – may benefit those cycles 

where too few eggs are collected.  

 As a result, we recommend strengthening the guidance we provide on egg 

sharing by stating that it is only possible to defer the benefits of egg sharing in 

exceptional circumstances, where there would otherwise be a risk of harm to 

the egg provider. To capture this point, the term ‘clinical’ will be replaced with 

‘harm’ in guidance note 12 (Egg sharing arrangements), and the term ‘medical’ 

will remain (guidance note 12, paragraph 12.5). 

Recommendation 

 Draft guidance that details the above can be found at Annex B to this paper. 

The Authority is asked to agree to the proposed changes. 

 

 

 In October 2016, members of the Professional Organisations Stakeholder 

Group highlighted that requirements for storing eggs and embryos for persons 

aged under 18 years should be clarified – particularly around consent and the 

circumstances for which storage without consent is permitted. 

 Through discussions with stakeholders we noted that a standalone consent 

form to record consent for under 18 years was not necessary; however, 

guidance on this area should be clarified as follows (guidance note 5: 

paragraph 5.34-5.37, 5G): 

 when a person under 18 years is deemed to have capacity to consent to the 

storage of their eggs or sperm (ie, in cases where they will be undergoing 

medical treatment that is likely to damage their fertility), and 

 where consent is not required for storage (for both persons under and above 

18years), and what conditions need to be met in order for this to be lawful. 

 In addition to amending guidance note 5 (Consent to treatment, storage, 

donation, training and disclosure of information) to reflect the changes 

mentioned above, we also suggest removing references to the outdated Human 
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Fertilisation and Embryology (Special Exemptions) Regulations 1991 (guidance 

note 5: paragraph 5.11, 5B). 

Recommendations 

 Draft guidance that details the above further can be found at Annex C to this 

paper. The Authority is asked to agree to the proposed changes. 

 

 

 In June 2016, we sent clinics an alert announcing changes to the interpretation 

of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period) 

Regulations 1991 and the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory 

Storage Period for Embryos) Regulations 1996, following a legal challenge of 

the original interpretations.  

 The changes mean that in the following circumstances sperm, eggs or embryos 

subjected to extended storage periods may be stored for periods longer than 

those calculated under the current interpretations of the 1991 and 1996 

Regulations: 

 Sperm in storage now that was first placed in storage before 1 August 1991 

and which has been kept lawfully for an extended period beyond the 10-year 

maximum storage period, and  

 Sperm, eggs or embryos that were first placed in storage between 1 August 

1991 and 1 October 2009 and which are being kept lawfully for an extended 

period up to the provider’s 55th birthday, or in the case of embryos, up to the 

55th birthday of the woman being treated. 

These changes do not affect sperm, eggs or embryos stored after 1 October 

2009 or, if stored earlier than this, where the gamete provider subsequently 

provided a new consent under the Human Fertilisation and Embryology 

(Statutory Storage Period) Regulations 2009. 

 The proposed amendments to the Code of Practice take these new 

interpretations into account, and have resulted in changes to guidance notes 5 

(Consent to treatment, storage, donation, training and disclosure of information) 

at section 5D, and 17 (Storage of gametes and embryos) at section 17C.  

 It should be noted that clinics were alerted to this change in June 2016, and 

were asked to take relevant actions as a result of this new interpretation, where 

necessary. These actions are also being followed-up on inspection.  

Recommendation 

 Draft guidance that details the above further can be found at Annex D to this 

paper. The Authority is asked to agree to the proposed changes. 
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 Over the past year the Executive have received a number of enquiries from 

fertility clinics and the public about caring for transgender patients. These 

enquiries have mostly been concerned with fertility options, consent forms, 

identification documents, birth registration and legal parenthood. We have also 

had sight of a House of Commons Women and Equalities Committee report 

which highlighted significant concerns about health professional’s lack of 

awareness and consideration in treating transgender patients and the need for 

government bodies to aim to improve the lives of transgender people. 

 The Code of Practice does make reference to gender reassignment and other 

protected characteristics under references to the Equality Act (2010) in 

guidance notes 11 (Donor recruitment, assessment and screening) and 29 

(Treating people fairly). We also remind clinics of their obligation not to 

discriminate under equalities legislation. However, we do not have patient 

information, Code of Practice guidance or specific forms relating to transgender 

patients, and recognise that these are necessary.  

 To address this area, the Executive have set up a small internal working group 

to look at the guidance and information we provide to clinics and patients, 

respectively. This working group has engaged with members of the transgender 

community, transgender clinics and fertility clinics with experience of treating 

transgender patients, to gain insight into the area and further explore the issues 

entailed. 

 Taking on board the experiences of patients, professionals and those who work 

with transgender people or are transgender, we have identified a number of 

ways we can address the issues faced by clinics when treating transgender 

patients and our lack of patient information. These are as follows: 

 To provide a separate suite of transgender consent forms that remove 

references to males and females (ie, are gender neutral) on 1 April 2017 

 To publish patient information on the new HFEA website on 1 April 2017, 

and 

 To provide Code of Practice guidance to clinics on 1 October 2017 (Note: 

the Executive is currently seeking legal advice on a number of issues in 

order to draft guidance). 

Introducing a new suite of gender neutral consent forms 

 Through discussions with clinics that treat transgender patients, the working 

group has heard that transgender patients often find it difficult to complete the 

Authority’s consent forms due to the male and female references within them. 

For example, a man who is transitioning to become a woman may wish to store 

sperm to preserve their fertility prior to transition. The man may already identify 

as a woman, but would need to complete a form that requires him to record that 

he is a man, or use a form that references that it should be completed by a 

man. We currently include male and female references in consent forms so that 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201516/cmselect/cmwomeq/390/390.pdf
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it is clear to the majority of patients and their partners who needs to complete 

the relevant forms. 

 Taking this into consideration, most stakeholders agreed that it is more 

important to record effective consent, and therefore the best approach is to 

record an individual as an egg or sperm provider on a consent form, rather than 

whether consent was provided by a person who identifies as male or female.  

 Stakeholders argued strongly for a separate suite of gender neutral forms to be 

used by clinics when treating transgender patients. Creating a separate suite of 

forms without male and female references will not affect the validity of consent, 

but will help better meet the needs to the transgender community.  

Recommendations 

 The Authority is asked to: 

 note the creation of a separate suite of gender neutral forms and patient 

information for transgender patients for 1 April 2017, and 

 agree to the development of guidance on this area for 1 October 2017 (Note: 

guidance will be brought to the Authority in Summer 2017, for inclusion in 

the October 2017 update to the Code of Practice). 

 The Executive would also welcome a volunteer from the Authority to work on 

developing guidance and patient information on areas, including: 

 Transgender conception and legal parenthood 

 Treatment options 

 Disclosure of information to donor-conceived children, and 

 Record keeping and identity checks. 

 

 

 Links to relevant external legislation and professional guidelines will be 

referenced in the following guidance notes as useful additional information: 

 Guidance note 27 (Adverse incidents): CQC guidance for NHS providers on 

Duty of Candour; National Health Service Litigation Authority guidance on 

“saying sorry”. 

 Guidance note 28 (Complaints): Hospitals and clinics must establish and 

follow a complaints procedure – The Health and Social Care (Community 

Health and Standards) Act (2003). 

 Guidance note 29 (Treating people fairly): CQC guidance for NHS providers 

on Duty of Candour. 

Recommendation 

 The Authority is asked to agree to the addition of the abovementioned links. 
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 Corrections and minor clarifications to the following guidance notes are to be 

made as follows: 

Minor clarifications 

 Guidance note 27 (Adverse incidents): ‘Interpretation of mandatory 

requirements 27A’ will see ‘Centres must report all adverse incidents to the 

HFEA by telephone...’ become ‘Centres must report all serious adverse 

incidents to the HFEA by telephone...’. 

Corrections 

 Guidance note 16 (Imports and exports); General Directions 0006 (Import 

and export of gametes and embryos): ‘Interpretation of mandatory 

requirements 16C’ in guidance note 16 and Schedules 1-4 in General 

Directions 0006 will see references to submitting data to the HFEA within 

‘five working days’, corrected to state ‘ten working days’. This is to reflect 

previous changes to General Directions 0005 (Collecting and recording 

information for the HFEA). 

 Guidance note 30 (Confidentiality and privacy): ‘Interpretation of mandatory 

requirements 30B’ will see ‘identifying information’ corrected to become 

‘non-identifying information’. 

Recommendation 

 The Authority is asked to agree to the minor clarifications and corrections set 

out at Annex E to this paper. 

 

 

 A small number of minor updates have been made to consent forms to take on 

board suggestions from stakeholders that make the forms easier to complete: 

 Male and female treatment (MT and WT) forms: On occasion patients were 

providing consent to storage twice, as the section ran over two pages. 

Additional wording has been added to highlight that consent to storage 

should only be recorded once on the form. 

 Consent to donating embryos (ED) and disclosing identifying information 

(CD) forms: Currently, patients are required to sign and date twice on one 

page. This has been amended to ensure a patient only needs to sign once. 

 The ‘Guide to consent’ and ‘How to use consent forms’ document have been 

updated with the following clarifications: 

‒ to make it clear when an egg donor must complete the ‘Women’s 

consent to the use and storage of eggs or embryos for surrogacy’ 

(WSG) form, and 
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‒ a new scenario has been added to illustrate which forms must be 

completed when eggs come from an egg donor in a surrogacy 

agreement. 

Recommendation 

 The Authority is asked to note the minor clarifications and corrections to 

consent forms, for information. 

 

 

 The Authority is asked to consider and agree to the recommendations made 

throughout the paper. Where amendments involve consent forms and the 

‘Guide to consent’, the Authority is asked to note the changes, for information. 

 Depending on the approach taken, the Executive will work with clinics and 

Authority members to make suggested changes, where necessary. All changes 

will be incorporated in the April 2017 update to the Code of Practice. 
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NOTE: Changes related to legal parenthood are highlighted in red; deletions are highlighted in yellow.  
 

Guidance note 5: Consent to treatment, storage, donation, training and disclosure of information  
Guidance note 6: Legal parenthood 
Guidance note 27: Adverse incidents 
General Directions 0007: Consent 
Consent to posthumous birth registration (PBR) form 
Consent to legal parenthood (PP) form 
‘Guide to consent’ document (NOTE: only amended sections of the ‘Guide to consent’ are included) 
‘How to use consent forms’ document 
 

Version 9.0 
 

On this page 
Mandatory requirements 
Extracts from the HFE Act 
Extracts from licence conditions 
Directions 
Regulations 
 
HFEA guidance 
Consent to use and storage of gametes and embryos 
Procedure for obtaining consent 
Recording consent and related information 
Additional consent requirements for storing gametes and embryos 
Additional consent requirements for those participating in a benefits in kind agreement 
Consent to examination and treatment 
Consent to the presence of observers 
Consent to disclose identifying information 
Cases where consent is not required for storage 
Competence 
Variation and withdrawal of consent 
 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 

 

Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
12 General Conditions 
 

(1)  The following shall be conditions of every licence granted under this Act - 
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…(c) except in relation to the use of gametes in the course of providing basic partner 
treatment services, that the provisions of Schedule 3 to this Act shall be complied with.., 

 
Schedule 3 - Consent to use or storage of gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos etc 
 
1  (1)  A consent under this Schedule, and any notice under paragraph 4 varying or withdrawing a 

consent under this Schedule, must be in writing and, subject to sub-paragraph (2), must be 
signed by the person giving it. 

 
(2)  A consent under this Schedule by a person who is unable to sign because of illness, injury 

or physical disability (a “person unable to sign”), and any notice under paragraph 4 by a 
person unable to sign varying or withdrawing a consent under this Schedule, is to be taken 
to comply with the requirement of sub-paragraph (1) as to signature if it is signed at the 
direction of the person unable to sign, in the presence of the person unable to sign and in 
the presence of at least one witness who attests the signature. 

 
(3)  In this Schedule “effective consent” means a consent under this Schedule which has not 

been withdrawn. 
 

2  (1)  A consent to the use of any embryo must specify one or more of the following purposes - 
 
(a) use in providing treatment services to the person giving consent, or that person and 
another specified person together, 
(b) use in providing treatment services to persons not including the person giving consent, 
(ba) use for the purpose of training persons in embryo biopsy, embryo storage or other 
embryological techniques, or 
(c) use for the purposes of any project of research, 
and may specify conditions subject to which the embryo may be so used. 

 
(2)  A consent to the storage of any gametes, any embryo or any human admixed embryo must 

- 
 
(a) specify the maximum period of storage (if less than the statutory storage period), 
(b) except in a case falling within paragraph (c), state what is to be done with the gametes, 
embryo or human admixed embryo if the person who gave the consent dies or is unable, 
because the person lacks capacity to do so, to vary the terms of the consent or to withdraw 
it,and 
(c) where the consent is given by virtue of paragraph 8(2ZA) or 13(2), state what is to be 
done with the embryo or human admixed embryo if the person to whom the consent relates 
dies, 
 
and may (in any case) specify conditions subject to which the gametes, embryo or human 
admixed embryo may remain in storage. 

 
(2A)  A consent to the use of a person’s human cells to bring about the creation in vitro of an 

embryo or human admixed embryo is to be taken unless otherwise stated to include 
consent to the use of the cells after the person’s death. 

 
(2B)  In relation to Scotland, the reference in sub-paragraph (2)(b) to the person lacking capacity 

is to be read as a reference to the person - 
 
(a) lacking capacity within the meaning of the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 1991, 
or 
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(b) being incapable within the meaning of section 1(6) of the Adults with Incapacity 
(Scotland) Act 2000. 

 
(3)  A consent under this Schedule must provide for such other matters as the Authority may 

specify in Directions. 
 
(4)  A consent under this Schedule may apply - 

 
(a) to the use or storage of a particular embryo or human admixed embryo, or 
(b) in the case of a person providing gametes or human cells, to the use or storage of – 

(i) any embryo or human admixed embryo whose creation may be brought about 
using those gametes or those cells, and 
(ii) any embryo or human admixed embryo whose creation may be brought about 
using such an embryo or human admixed embryo. 

 
(5)  In the case of a consent falling within sub-paragraph (4)(b), the terms of the consent may 

be varied, or the consent may be withdrawn, in accordance with this Schedule either 
generally or in relation to – 
 
(a) a particular embryo or particular embryos, or 
(b) a particular human admixed embryo or particular human admixed embryos. 

 
Cases where consent not required for storage 

 
9     (1)  The gametes of a person (“C”) may be kept in storage without C’s consent if the following 

conditions are met. 
 
(2)  Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by C before C attains 

the age of 18 years. 
 
(3)  Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner 

certifies in writing that C is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion 
of the registered medical practitioner - 

 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of C’s fertility, and 
(b) the storage of the gametes is in C’s best interests. 

 
(4)  Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, either - 
 

(a) C has not attained the age of 16 years and is not competent to deal with the issue of 
consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) C has attained that age but, although not lacking capacity to consent to the storage of 
the gametes, is not competent to deal with the issue of consent to their storage. 

 
(5)  Condition D is that C has not, since becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent 

to the storage of the gametes- 
 

(a) given consent under this Schedule to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the person keeping the gametes that C does not wish them to 
continue to be stored. 

 
(6)  In relation to Scotland, sub-paragraphs (1) to (5) are to be read with the following 

modifications - 
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(a) for sub-paragraph (4), substitute - 
“(4) Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, C does not have 
capacity (within the meaning of section 2(4) of the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 
1991) to consent to the storage of the gametes.”, and 
(b) in sub-paragraph (5), for “becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent to the 
storage of the gametes” substitute “acquiring such capacity”. 

 
10    (1)  The gametes of a person (“P”) may be kept in storage without P’s consent if the 

following conditions are met. 
 
(2)  Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by P after P has 

attained the age of 16 years. 
 
(3)  Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner 

certifies in writing that P is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion of 
the registered medical practitioner - 

 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of P’s fertility, 
(b) P lacks capacity to consent to the storage of the gametes, 
(c) P is likely at some time to have that capacity, and 
(d) the storage of the gametes is in P’s best interests. 

 
(4)  Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, P lacks capacity to 

consent to their storage. 
 
(5)  Condition D is that P has not subsequently, at a time when P has capacity to give a 

consent under this Schedule - 
 

(a) given consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the person keeping the gametes that P does not wish them to 
continue to be stored. 

 
(6)  In relation to Scotland - 
 

(a) references in sub-paragraphs (3) and (4) to P lacking capacity to consent are to be read 
as references to P being incapable, within the meaning of section 1(6) of the Adults with 
Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000, of giving such consent, 
(b) the references in sub-paragraphs (3) and (5) to P having capacity are to be read as 
references to P not being so incapable, and 
(c) that Act applies to the storage of gametes under this paragraph to the extent specified 
in section 84A of that Act. 

 
11     A person’s gametes must not be kept in storage by virtue of paragraph 9 or 10 after the 

person’s death. 
 
Procedure for giving consent 

 
3  (1)  Before a person gives consent under this Schedule - 

 
(a) he must be given a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the 
implications of taking the proposed steps, and 
(b) he must be provided with such relevant information as is proper. 
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(2)  Before a person gives consent under this Schedule he must be informed of the effect of 

paragraph 4 and, if relevant, paragraph 4A below. 
 

Use of gametes for treatment of others 
 

5  (1)  A person's gametes must not be used for the purposes of treatment services or non-
medical fertility services unless there is an effective consent by that person to their being 
so used and they are used in accordance with the terms of the consent. 

 
(2)  A person's gametes must not be received for use for those purposes unless there is an 

effective consent by that person to their being so used. 
 
(3)  This paragraph does not apply to the use of a person's gametes for the purpose of that 

person, or that person and another together, receiving treatment services. 
 

In vitro fertilisation and subsequent use of embryo 
 

6  (1)  A person's gametes or human cells must not be used to bring about the creation of any 
embryo in vitro unless there is an effective consent by that person to any embryo, the 
creation of which may be brought about with the use of those gametes or human cells, 
being used for one or more of the purposes mentioned in paragraph 2(1)(a), (b) and (c) 
above. 

 
(2)  An embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro must not be received by any 

person unless there is an effective consent by each relevant person in relation to the 
embryo to the use for one or more of the purposes mentioned in paragraph 2(1) (a), (b), 
(ba) and (c) above of the embryo. 

 
(3)  An embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro must not be used for any 

purpose unless there is an effective consent by each relevant person in relation to the 
embryo to the use for that purpose of the embryo and the embryo is used in accordance 
with those consents. 

 
(3E)  For the purposes of sub-paragraphs (2), (3) and (3ZB) each of the following is a relevant 

person in relation to an embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro (“embryo 
A”) - 

 
(a) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
embryo A, 
(b) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any other embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was used to 
bring about the creation of embryo A, and 
(c) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any human admixed embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was 
used to bring about the creation of embryo A. 

 
(4)  Any consent required by this paragraph is in addition to any consent that may be required 

by paragraph 5 above. 
 

Embryos obtained by lavage, etc 
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7 (1)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be used for any purpose unless there is an 
effective consent by her to the use of the embryo for that purpose and it is used in 
accordance with the consent. 

 
(2)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be received by any person for use for any 

purpose unless there is an effective consent by her to the use of the embryo for that 
purpose. 

 
(3)  Sub-paragraphs (1) and (2) do not apply to the use, for the purpose of providing a woman 

with treatment services, of an embryo taken from her. 
 
(4)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be used to bring about the creation of any 

embryo in vitro or any human admixed embryo in vitro. 
 

Storage of gametes and embryos 
 

8  (1)  A person's gametes must not be kept in storage unless there is an effective consent by that 
person to their storage and they are stored in accordance with the consent. 

 
(2)  An embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro must not be kept in storage 

unless there is an effective consent, by each relevant person in relation to the embryo, to 
the storage of the embryo and the embryo is stored in accordance with those consents… 

 
(2C)  For the purposes of sub-paragraphs (2) and (2A) each of the following is a relevant person 

in relation to an embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro (“embryo A”) - 
 

(a) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
embryo A, 
(b) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any other embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was used to 
bring about the creation of embryo A, and 
(c) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any human admixed embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was 
used to bring about the creation of embryo A. 

 
(3)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be kept in storage unless there is an effective 

consent by her to its storage and it is stored in accordance with the consent. 
 
(4)  Sub-paragraph (1) has effect subject to paragraphs 9 and 10; and sub-paragraph (2) has 

effect subject to paragraphs 4A(4), 16 and 20. 
 

Interpretation 
 

16  (6)  References in this Schedule to capacity are, in relation to England and Wales, to be read in 
accordance with the Mental Capacity Act 2005. 

 
Licence conditions 
 
T57  Gametes or embryos must not be used in the provision of treatment services (except in the use of 

gametes in the course of providing basic partner treatment services or non-medical fertility 
services) unless effective consent is in place from each gamete provider in accordance with 
Schedule 3 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended). 
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Directions 
 
0006 – Import and export of gametes and embryos 
0007 – Consent 
 
Regulations 
 
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Special Exemptions) Regulations 1991 
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period for Embryos and Gametes) 
Regulations 2009 
 
HFEA guidance 
Consent to use and storage of gametes and embryos 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements        5A 
It is unlawful to procure, store or use gametes without written, effective consent from the gamete provider. 
There are, however, limited circumstances in which it may be possible to store a person’s gametes 
without consent, provided that certain legal requirements are met. These are set out in paragraphs 9 and 
10 of Schedule 3 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended) (see 5G). These 
exemptions do not include where a person has died (including cases of brain stem death) without 
providing effective consent to the storage and use of their gametes, or where the gamete provider lacks 
capacity to give consent and is not expected to gain or regain it. The provisions of the Human Tissue Act 
2004, which allow next of kin to give consent to procure, store or use other body tissues of the deceased, 
do not apply to gametes. 
 
Anyone who procures, stores or uses gametes without valid and effective consent from the gamete 
provider may be committing an offence.  
 
The use of donor gametes or embryos to create more families than a donor has consented to is a breach 
of Schedule 3 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended).  
 
The law requires the centre to obtain written informed consent from a person before it performs the 
following procedures: 
 
a)  storing that person’s gametes (exemptions are outlined in paragraphs 9 or 10 of Schedule 3 of the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended)  
b) using that person’s gametes or mitochondria for the treatment of others or for nonmedical fertility 
services 
c) creating embryos in vitro with that person’s gametes 
d) storing embryos created with that person’s gametes 
e) using embryos created with that person’s gametes for their own treatment, treatment of a partner or 
treatment of others 
f) using embryos created with that person’s gametes for training people in embryo biopsy, embryo storage 
or other embryological techniques 
g) using embryos created with that person’s gametes for any research project 
h) using that person’s cells to create embryos for research, or 
i) creating human admixed embryos with that person’s gametes or cells. 
 
If gametes or embryos are to be transferred to a centre outside the UK, the UK centre must be satisfied 
that the requirements set out in General Directions 0006 are met. These include obtaining the consent of 
the gamete provider(s) to their export to the country in which the receiving centre is situated. Such 
consent must then be provided to the centre receiving the gametes or embryos. 
 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/docs/General_directions_0006_-_Import_and_export_of_gametes_and_embryos.pdf
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/docs/2015-10-29_-_General_directions_0007_-_Consent_-_Website_version_-__FINAL_-_PDF.pdf
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If gametes or embryos are to be transferred into the UK from a centre outside the UK, the person 
responsible for the UK centre must be satisfied that the requirements set out in General Directions 0006 
are met. These include the requirement that the provider has given written consent to the transfer of the 
gametes or embryos to the UK, and has not withdrawn that consent. 
 
If the provisions of General Directions 0006 cannot be met, the UK centre may need to consider apply for 
a special direction to permit import or export. 
 
Further requirements and the exemptions regarding obtaining consent to the use of gametes, cells and 
embryos for research (including for the creation of admixed embryos), and the exemptions, are outlined in 
guidance note 22 – Research and training. 
 
Requirements regarding consent to parenthood are outlined in guidance note 6 – Legal parenthood, and 
General Directions 0006. 

 
5.1 The centre should obtain written informed consent from a person before it carries out the following 

procedures: 
 

a) using their gametes for their own treatment or their partner’s treatment, or 
b) using their gametes for research and training. 

 
5.2 When a woman is to undergo an egg or embryo transfer, the centre should: 
 

a) obtain her consent to the proposed number of eggs or embryos to be transferred, and 
b) record her consent in her medical records. 

 
5.3 The centre should establish and use documented procedures to ensure that no activity involving 

the handling or processing of gametes or embryos is carried out without the appropriate consent 
having been given. This should include a documented assurance process to ensure that the 
appropriate consent forms have been completed and that the completed forms contain the correct 
information, prior to treatment. 

 
5.4 If, following treatment, the centre discovers errors in the consent provided by a patient or their 

partner, particularly in relation to legal parenthood, the centre should: 
 
 a) take all reasonable steps to notify the affected patient at the earliest opportunity 

b) assess the error(s) and potential impact, and consider th remedial actions that should be taken 
c) take all reasonable steps to support any affected patients (and their partner(s), if relevant) and 
offer independent legal assistance where necessary, and 

 d) report any error(s) as an adverse incident. 
 
5.5  If the centre becomes involved in a case where a partner or family member of a deceased person 

intends to make an emergency application to the High Court to permit harvesting of gametes 
without valid consent, the centre should notify the HFEA as soon as it becomes aware of this. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 15 – Procuring, processing and transporting gametes and embryos 
Guidance Note 6 – Legal Parenthood  
Chief Executive’s letter CE(12)02 – Extension of storage of gametes and embryos where one of the 
gamete providers is deceased 

 
Procedure for obtaining consent 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/503.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/7254.html
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Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5B 
The law requires that before a person consents to the procedures outlined in box 5A, they should be 
given: 
 
a) enough information to enable them to understand the nature, purpose and implications of their 
treatment or donation 
b) a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the implications of the steps which they are 
considering taking, and 
c) information about the procedure for varying or withdrawing any consent given, and about the 
implications of doing so. 

 
5.6 Centres should ensure that, before a person gives consent, they are given the information outlined 

in guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent. 
 
5.7 The centre should ensure that the person giving consent is able to give their consent freely. The 

centre should not pre-complete consent forms on behalf of the person giving consent. For 
example, a person giving consent to the storage of their gametes and/or embryos should be free 
to choose how long to consent to store for, within what is permitted by regulations. The centre 
should not restrict storage consent to tie in with payment or funding arrangements. Contractual 
agreements covering payment or funding should be separate to consent. Further information is 
outlined in guidance note 17 – removal of gametes and embryos within the storage period.  

 
5.8 The centre should inform anyone providing gametes that they can, if they wish, specify extra 

conditions for storing or using their gametes (or embryos created using them). 
 
5.9 The centre should give anyone seeking treatment or considering donation or storage enough time 

to reflect on their decisions before obtaining their consent. The centre should give them an 
opportunity to ask questions and receive further information, advice and guidance. 

 
5.10 If the possibility of donating gametes or embryos (including mitochondrial donation) for the 

treatment of others, or donating embryos for research or training purposes, arises during the 
course of treatment, the centre should allow potential donors enough time to consider the 
implications and to receive counselling before giving consent. 

 
5.11 The centre should ensure that consent is: 

 
a) given voluntarily (without pressure to accept treatment or agree to donation) 
b) given by a person who has capacity to do so, and 
c) taken by a person authorised by the centre to do so. 
 
A child under the age of 16 is only able to provide consent if it has been established that he or she 
is ‘Gillick competent’ 

 
5.12 The centre should ensure that anyone giving consent: 

 
a) were given enough information to enable them to understand the nature, purpose and 
implications of the treatment or donation 
b) were given a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the implications of the 
proposed procedures 
c) were given information about the procedure for varying or withdrawing consent, and 
d) has given information in writing that is correct and complete. 
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5.13 Treatment centres should take all reasonable steps to verify the identity of anyone accepted for 
treatment, including partners who may not visit the centre during treatment. If a patient’s identity is 
in doubt, the centre should verify their identity, including examining photographic evidence such as 
a passport or a photocard driving licence. The centre should record this evidence in the patient’s 
medical records. Centres should re-verify the identity of a patient (and their partner, if applicable) if 
they return to the centre for subsequent treatment. 

 
5.14 To avoid the possibility of misrepresentation or mistake, the centre should check the identities of 

patients (and their partners, if applicable) against identifying information in the medical records. 
This should be done at each consultation, examination, treatment or donation. If the partner of a 
patient who is having treatment has not visited the clinic throughout the course of treatment, or 
does not return with the patient for subsequent treatment, centres should take reasonable steps to 
find out from the patient’s partner whether they still consent to their partner’s treatment. This may 
include contacting the partner to confirm that their circumstances have not changed and that their 
consent is still valid. 

 
5.15 The centre should consider the needs of people whose first language is not English and those who 

face other communication barriers. Where consent is obtained, the centre should record: 
 
a) any difficulties in communicating the implications of giving consent and providing other 
information to the person (eg, language barriers or hearing impairment), and 
b) an explanation of how these difficulties were overcome (eg, the use of an independent 
interpreter). (This guidance is based on a paragraph taken from The Human Tissue Authority's 
Code of Parctice on Consent (2008)) 
 

5.16 The centre should establish and follow documented procedures to obtain written informed consent. 
 

See also  
Guidance note 3 – Counselling 
Guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent 
Guidance note 22 – Research and training 
Guidance note 23 – The quality management system 
Guidance note 29 – Treating people fairly 
Consent forms 

 
Recording consent and related information 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5C 
The law requires consent, or any subsequent variation or withdrawal of consent, to be in writing and 
signed by the person giving consent, except in the following situation: 
 
If the person giving consent, or varying or withdrawing consent, has the mental capacity to do so but 
cannot sign because of illness, injury or physical disability (for example, quadriplegia), they can direct 
someone to sign on their behalf, provided that: 
 
a) the person giving consent, or varying or withdrawing consent is present at the time, and 
b) the signature is also witnessed, and attested to by at least one other person. 

 
5.17 The centre should keep a copy of a person’s signed consent form(s) (either electronically or as a 

hard copy) so that a copy can be made available to them upon request. 
 
5.18 The centre should ensure that it documents in the medical records that: 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/345.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/335.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3468.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3472.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3478.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html
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a) relevant information, as outlined in guidance note 4, has been provided to the person, and 
b) the person has been offered counselling before giving consent. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent 
Guidance note 31 – Record keeping and document control 
Consent forms 

 
Additional consent requirements for storing gametes and embryos 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5D 
Written consent to the storage of gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos must: 
 
(a) specify the maximum period of storage (if less than the statutory storage period), and 
(b) state what should be done with the gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos if the person giving 
the consent dies or cannot, because of mental incapacity, withdraw or vary the terms of the consent. 
 
In relation to b), where consent is given following the application of the parental consent provisions in 
Schedule 3, the consent needs only to specify what is to be done with the embryo or the human admixed 
embryo if the person to whom the consent relates dies. 
 
The consent may also specify conditions under which the gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos 
may remain in storage. 
 
Sperm first placed in storage before 1 August 1991 and which has been kept lawfully may legally continue 
without the written consent of the individual who provided the sperm for an extended period beyond the 
10-year maximum storage period. 
 
Sperm, eggs or embryos first placed in storage between 1 August 1991 and 1 October 2009 and which 
are being kept lawfully may legally continue without the written consent of the individual who provided the 
sperm, eggs or embryos for an extended period up to the provider’s 55th birthday, or in the case of 
embryos, up to the 55th birthday of the woman being treated. 
 
These changes do not affect sperm, eggs or embryos stored after 1 October 2009 or, if stored earlier than 
this, where the gamete provider subsequently provided a new consent under the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology (Statutory Storage Period) Regulations 2009. 

 
5.19 The centre should normally ask patients to give consent to storage at the same time as consent to 

the use of gametes and embryos. However, the centre should accommodate anyone seeking long-
term storage of gametes who may wish to consent to storage separately from consent to use. 

 
5.20 Before the centre obtains consent from anyone wishing to store gametes or embryos for more than 

10 years, it should explain that storage can only continue beyond 10 years if a medical practitioner 
has certified in writing that the gamete provider, their partner, or the person who the gametes or 
embryos have been allocated to, meet the medical criteria for premature infertility. 

 
5.21 The gamete provider should be made aware that if they were to die or become mentally 

incapacitated, the gametes and embryos cannot be used in treatment unless consent to use has 
been provided and their partner has been named. It is therefore important that the patient updates 
their consent to include consent to use and the partner’s name at the earliest opportunity. 

 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/335.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3480.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3480.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html
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See also 
Guidance note 6 – Legal parenthood 
Guidance note 17 – Storage of gametes and embryos 
Consent forms 
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period for Embryos and Gametes) 
Regulations 2009 

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5E 
The law requires the centre to ensure that consent to the use of any embryo (not a human admixed 
embryo) must specify one or more of the following uses for the embryo: 
 
a) providing treatment for the person giving the consent, or, where applicable, that person and another 
named person together 
b) providing treatment for others 
c) training centre staff in embryo biopsy, embryo storage or other embryological techniques, or 
d) contributing to a specified research project. 
 
In relation to human admixed embryos, the law requires that consent to their use must specify use for a 
research project. 
 
The consent may also specify conditions for how the embryo may be used. 

 
5.22 Consent to the use of gametes or embryos for the treatment of others should state the number of 

families that may have children using the donated gametes or embryos. 
 
5.23 When an individual gives consent to the use of gametes for the treatment of others, the centre 

need not get consent from the donor’s partner or spouse. However, if the donor is married, in a 
civil partnership or in a long-term relationship, the centre should encourage them to seek their 
partner’s support for the donation of their gametes. 

 
5.24 Men who wish to donate embryos originally created for the treatment of their partner and 

themselves, and those people considering treatment with such embryos, should be: 
 

a) informed of the uncertain legal status of men donating embryos created originally for the 
treatment of their partner and themselves, when the embryos are used in the treatment of a single 
woman 
b) referred to information on the HFEA’s website on this issue, and 
c) advised to seek independent legal advice before consenting to donate their embryos or being 
treated with the embryos. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 20 – Donor assisted conception 
Guidance note 22 – Research and training 
Consent forms 

 
Additional consent requirements for those participating in a benefits in kind agreement 
 
5.25 The person obtaining consent should ensure that a gamete provider’s consent is recorded so that 

different conditions can be placed on: 
 

a) the use or storage of the gametes, and the use and storage of embryos created for the gamete 
provider’s own treatment, and 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/399.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/505.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3465.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3468.html
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b) the use of eggs or sperm, and the use and storage of embryos created for the treatment of the 
recipient(s) 
 
These conditions should be able to be varied independently of each other. 

 
5.26 The person obtaining consent should tell the gamete provider and recipient(s) that the gamete 

provider may withdraw or vary their consent up to when the gametes or embryo(s) are: 
 

a) transferred to a woman 
b) used in a research project (defined as being under the control of the researchers and being 
cultured for use in research) 
c) used for training, or 
d) allowed to perish. 
 
The possible consequences of this should: 
 
e) be made clear to the gamete provider and the recipient(s) before the treatment begins, and 
f) be set out in the written patient information included with the benefits in kind agreement. 

 
The person obtaining consent should tell the gamete provider and recipient(s) that consent to 
providing gametes solely for use in mitochondrial donation treatment cannot be withdrawn or 
varied once the patient’s nuclear DNA has been inserted into the egg or embryo. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 12 – Egg sharing arrangements 
Consent forms 

 
Consent to examination and treatment 
 
5.27 Everyone has the right to withhold or give consent to examination and treatment. Unless there are 

exceptional circumstances, the centre may not examine, treat or receive gametes from people 
without first obtaining their consent. The only exceptional circumstance likely to arise during fertility 
treatment is: 

 
a) where the procedure is necessary to save the patient’s life, and 
b) the treatment cannot be postponed, and 
c) the patient is unconscious or mentally incapacitated so cannot indicate their wishes. 

 
5.28 The centre should comply with current professional guidelines on consent. 
 
Consent to the presence of observers 
 
5.29 If a member of the centre’s team wishes an observer to be present when a patient is being 

examined, treated or counselled, they should explain why beforehand and state who the observer 
is. The centre should give the patient appropriate information about the proposed observation and 
ask them whether they consent to the observer’s presence. 

 
Consent to disclose identifying information 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5F 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/499.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/9939.html


Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

Patients have the right to decide what identifying information should be disclosed and to whom. Centres 
should obtain a patient’s written consent before disclosing information relating to their treatment (or 
providing gametes for a partner’s treatment), or the storage of gametes or embryos. 
 
In addition, consent is needed from any person who could be identified through disclosure of information 
about a person’s treatment or gamete/embryo storage. For example, consent would be needed from a 
patient’s partner if they could be identified through disclosure of information about the patient’s treatment. 
 
If a child born as a result of treatment could be identified, consent must be obtained from the parent(s), 
unless identification is necessary in disclosing information about the patient’s treatment. Once a child born 
as a result of treatment is considered competent to consent, then their consent (if given) will override the 
consent of the parent(s). 

 
5.30 Before obtaining consent to disclose information, the centre should give the person enough 

information for them to make a properly informed decision, including: 
 

a) precisely what information is to be disclosed 
b) the terms on which it is to be disclosed 
c) the reasons for disclosure (eg, to keep the person’s GP informed about the fertility treatment) 
d) the implications of disclosure, in particular the fact that, once it is disclosed, the information will 
be subject no longer to the special provisions of the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) but only to the 
general law of confidentiality, and 
e) the categories of people to whom the information is to be disclosed. 
 

5.31 The centre should seek consent to disclosure to the following categories of people: 
 

a) the patient’s GP or the patient's partner's GP 
b) other healthcare professionals outside the centre (so they can provide the patient or the 
patient’s partner with the best possible medical care) 
c) auditors or administrative staff outside of the centre (so they can perform their functions in 
connection with the centre’s licensable activities), and 
d) medical or other researchers (so they can contact the patient about specific research projects or 
carry out non-contact research). 

 
5.32 The centre should renew consent to disclosure if the nature of treatment changes after initial 

consent has been given (eg, if during treatment, it is proposed that donor gametes are used 
instead of the patient’s own, or if the patient moves from unlicensed to licensed fertility treatment). 

 
5.33 The centre should ensure that people to whom they disclose identifying information know that the 

information remains protected by the existing common law on confidentiality. Those receiving 
information should also be told: 
 
a) the precise terms upon which it was disclosed and for which consent has been given, and 
b) that if they disclose the information they have received, a child might learn in an inappropriate 
way that they were born as a result of fertility treatment. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 30 – Confidentiality and privacy 
Consent forms  

 
Cases where consent is not required for storage 
 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3479.html


Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements     5G 
Gametes may be stored without consent if the conditions in paragraph 9 or 10, of Schedule 3 of the HFE 
Act 1990 (as amended) are met. 
 
Conditions for storing the gametes of children without consent (including 16 or 17 year olds who are not 
competent to consent)  
 
Paragraph 9 sets out the conditions that must be met before the gametes of a person who is under the 
age of 18 can be stored without their consent.  
 
Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from the patient before they reach the age of 18 years. 
 
Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner certifies in writing 
that the patient is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion of the registered medical 
practitioner: 
 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of their fertility, and 
(b) the storage of the gametes is in the patient’s best interests. 
 
Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, either: 
 
(a) the person has not reached the age of 16 years and is not competent to deal with the issue of consent 
to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) the person is 16 years old, although not lacking capacity to consent to the storage of the gametes, is 
not competent to deal with the issue of consent to their storage. A registered medical practitioner must 
actively establish that the patient is not competent to deal with the issues arising in relation to consent to 
the storage of their gametes. 
 
Note: In relation to Scotland for Condition C, the test is whether at the time the gametes were first stored 
the patient has capacity within the meaning of section 2(4) of the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 
1991. 
 
Condition D is that the patient has not, since becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent to the 
storage of the gametes- 
 
(a) given consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the centre that they do not wish their gametes to continue to be stored. 
 
Conditions for storing the gametes of persons who are 16 years and over 
 
Paragraph 10 sets out the conditions that must be met before the gametes of a patient who is 16 years or 
over may be stored without their consent.  
 
Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by the patient after they have reached 
the age of 16 years. 
 
Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner certifies in writing 
that the patient is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion of the registered medical 
practitioner - 
 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of their fertility, 
(b) the person lacks capacity to consent to the storage of the gametes, 
(c) the person is likely at some time to have that capacity, and 
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(d) the storage of the gametes is in their best interests. 
 
Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, the patient lacks capacity to consent to 
their storage. 
 
Condition D is that the patient has not subsequently, at a time when he or she has capacity to give a 
consent- 
 
(a) given consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the centre that they do not wish their gametes to continue to be stored. 
 
Gametes stored following the application of these paragraphs may be used only if the person from whom 
they were collected gives written effective consent to their use (and has sufficient capacity and 
competence to do so). If the patient dies before providing this consent, the gametes can no longer remain 
in storage. 

 
5.34 Before a centre can store a patient’s gametes without their consent, the centre must ensure that it 

has met each of the conditions set out in either paragraph 9 or 10 of Schedule 3 of the 1990 Act 
(whichever is applicable in the circumstances). The centre should ensure that it documents its 
decision to store the patient’s gametes in the absence of consent and records the evidence relied 
upon to establish that each of the conditions has been met.  

 
5.35 When assessing a patient’s competence to consent, the centre should follow current guidance 

produced by the Department of Health, the General Medical Council and other professional 
bodies. 

 
5.36 When assessing whether it is in a child’s best interests to procure and store their gametes, the 

centre should refer to applicable General Medical Council guidance and consider the child’s short- 
and long-term best interests. Consent to continue storing the gametes should be sought from the 
child when they are competent to give consent. 

 
5.37 The centre should provide written information about the proposed procedures that children and 

young people can read and understand easily. This information should be given by a member of 
staff experienced in communicating with children. 

 
Competence 
 
5.38 If the centre’s staff doubt someone’s competence to consent to a proposed procedure, or to the 

storage or use of gametes or embryos, they should: 
 
 a) refer to the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (England and Wales), or the Age of Legal Capacity 

(Scotland) Act 1991 and the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000, and 
 b) follow the current guidelines of professional bodies. If they remain in any doubt, the centre 

should seek legal advice. 
 
Variation and withdrawal of consent 
 
Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
Schedule 3 
 
Variation and withdrawal of consent 
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4     (1)  The terms of any consent under this Schedule may from time to time be varied, and the 

consent may be withdrawn, by notice given by the person who gave the consent to the 
person keeping the gametes, human cells, embryo or human admixed embryo to which the 
consent is relevant. 

 
(1A)  Sub-paragraph (1B) applies to a case where an egg is used in the process set out in 

regulation 4 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Mitochondrial Donation) 
Regulations 2015 (and “egg A” and “egg B” have the same meanings in this paragraph as 
in that regulation). 

 
(1B)  The terms of the consent to that use of egg A or egg B cannot be varied, and such consent 

cannot be withdrawn, once all the nuclear DNA of egg B which is not polar body nuclear 
DNA is inserted into egg A. 

         
(2)  Subject to sub-paragraph (3) to (3B), the terms of any consent to the use of any embryo 

cannot be varied, and such consent cannot be withdrawn, once the embryo has been used 
- 

 
(a) in providing treatment services, 
(aa) in training persons in embryo biopsy, embryo storage or other 
embryological techniques, or 
(b) for the purposes of any project of research. 

 
(3)  Where the terms of any consent to the use of an embryo (“embryo A”) include consent to 

the use of an embryo or human admixed embryo whose creation may be brought about in 
vitro using embryo A, that consent to the use of that subsequent embryo or human 
admixed embryo cannot be varied or withdrawn once embryo A has been used for one or 
more of the purposes mentioned in sub-paragraph (2)(a) or (b). 

 
(3A)  Sub-paragraph (3B) applies to a case where an embryo is used in the process set out in 

regulation 7 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Mitochondrial Donation) 
Regulations 2015 (and “embryo A” and “embryo B” have the same meanings in sub-
paragraph (3B) as in that regulation). 

 
(3B)  The terms of the consent to that use of embryo A or embryo B cannot be varied, and such 

consent cannot be withdrawn, once all the nuclear DNA of embryo B which is not polar 
body nuclear DNA is inserted into embryo A. 

 
4A     (1)  This paragraph applies where - 

 
(a) a permitted embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, is in storage, 
(b) it was created for use in providing treatment services, 
(c) before it is used in providing treatment services, one of the persons whose gametes  
were used to bring about its creation(“P”) gives the person keeping the embryo notice 
withdrawing P’s consent to the storage of the embryo, and 
(d) the embryo was not to be used in providing treatment services to P alone. 

 
(2)  The person keeping the embryo must as soon as possible take all reasonable steps to 

notify each interested person in relation to the embryo of P’s withdrawal of consent. 
 
(3)  For the purposes of sub-paragraph (2), a person is an interested person in relation to an 

embryo if the embryo was to be used in providing treatment services to that person. 
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(4)  Storage of the embryo remains lawful until - 
 

(a) the end of the period of 12 months beginning with the day on which the notice 
mentioned in sub-paragraph (1) was received from P, or 
(b) if, before the end of that period, the person keeping the embryo receives a notice from 
each person notified of P’s withdrawal under sub-paragraph (2) stating that the person 
consents to the destruction of the embryo, the time at which the last of those notices is 
received. 

 
(5)  The reference in sub-paragraph (1)(a) to a permitted embryo is to be read in accordance 

with section 3ZA. 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5H 
The law allows consent to be varied or withdrawn at any point until gametes or embryos (other than 
human admixed embryos) are used to provide treatment services, or used for a research project or for 
training. 
 
Consent to providing eggs, embryos or sperm solely for use in mitochondrial donation treatment cannot 
be withdrawn or varied once the patient’s nuclear DNA has been inserted into the egg or embryo. 
Consent to the use of any human admixed embryo can be varied or withdrawn until the embryo has been 
used for a research project. 
 
If someone wishes to withdraw consent to the storage or use of gametes, embryos or human admixed 
embryos, they must do so in writing, except if they are unable to do so because of illness, injury or 
incapacity. In these cases they can direct someone to sign on their behalf, provided that the person 
withdrawing consent is present at the time, and that the signature is also witnessed and attested to by at 
least one other person. 
 
If one of the gamete providers withdraws consent to the continued storage of embryos intended for 
treatment (created from their gametes), the law requires the centre to take all reasonable steps to notify 
the intended recipient(s). 
 
The law allows embryos to be stored for 12 months from the date that the centre receives written 
withdrawal of consent, or less if the centre receives written signed consent from all intended recipients for 
the embryos to be destroyed. 
 
This 12-month ‘cooling off’ period must not extend beyond the end of the period for which valid consent 
exists. 

 
5.39 The centre should check the identity of anyone withdrawing or varying consent against identifying 

information held in the medical records. The centre should also ensure that the person 
withdrawing or varying consent has been given sufficient information to enable them to make an 
informed decision about doing so. 

 
5.40 The centre should have procedures for dealing with disputes that may arise when one gamete 

provider withdraws their consent to the use or storage of gametes or embryos in treatment. In this 
situation the centre should stop treatment and notify all relevant parties. Centres should provide 
information about counselling or mediation services as appropriate. 

 

See also 
HFEA consent forms and HFEA Guide to Consent 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html
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Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 
Consent to examination and treatment  
Reference Guide to Consent for Examination or Treatment (Department of Health, April 2001) 
Consent: patients and doctors making decisions together (General Medical Council)   
Human Tissue Authority Code of Practice 1: Consent (Human Tissue Authority, September 2009) 
Gynaecological Examinations: Guidelines for Specialist Practice (RCOG 2002) 
 
Competence 
Consent: patients and doctors making decisions together (General Medical Council, 2008) 
0-18 years: guidance for all doctors (General Medical Council, 2007) 
Best Practice Guidance for Doctors and other Health Professionals on the provision of Advice and 
Treatment to Young People under 16 on Contraception, Sexual and Reproductive Health (Department of 
Health, 2004).  
 
Legislation 
Mental Capacity Act 2005 
Mental Capacity Act 2005 – Code of Practice (2007) 
Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 1991 
Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000 
Copies of the relevant legislation can be found at: www.opsi.gov.uk 
 
Clinic Focus article: Harvesting sperm from deceased men (October 2012)

Chief Executive letter: CE 12 (02) (May 2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.library.nhs.uk/Emergency/ViewResource.aspx?resID=30135
http://www.gmc-uk.org/news/articles/Consent_guidance.pdf
http://www.hta.gov.uk/
http://www.rcog.org.uk/resources/public/pdf/WP_GynaeExams4.pdf
http://www.gmc-uk.org/
http://www.gmc-uk.org/
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HFEA guidance 
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Legal parenthood when the woman has a husband 
Legal parenthood when the woman has a civil partner 
Legal parenthood: unmarried male partner 
Legal parenthood: female partner who is not a civil partner 
Parenthood after death of a man providing sperm 
Parenthood after death of a partner who has not provided sperm 
Legal parenthood: surrogacy 
Legal parenthood in surrogacy arrangements: decision tree 
General procedures for obtaining consent  
People not to be treated as parents  
Information provision and counselling 
Notification of withdrawal of consent to parenthood 
 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 

 

Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
PART 2: PARENTHOOD IN CASES INVOLVING ASSISTED PRODUCTION 
 
Meaning of "mother" 
 
33 Meaning of "mother" 
 

(1) The woman who is carrying or has carried a child as a result of the placing in her of an embryo 
or of sperm and eggs, and no other woman, is to be treated as the mother of the child. 
 
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to any child to the extent that the child is treated by virtue of 
adoption as not being the woman’s child. 
 
(3) Subsection (1) applies whether the woman was in the United Kingdom or elsewhere at the time 
of the placing in her of the embryo or the sperm and eggs. 

 
Application of sections 35 to 47 

 
34 Applications of sections 35 to 47 

 
(1) Sections 35 to 47 apply, in the case of a child who is being or has been carried by a woman 
(referred to in those sections as “W”) as a result of the placing in her of an embryo or of sperm and 
eggs or her artificial insemination, to determine who is to be treated as the other parent of the child. 
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(2) Subsection (1) has effect subject to the provisions of sections 39, 40 and 46 limiting the 
purposes for which a person is treated as the child’s other parent by virtue of those sections. 

 
Meaning of "father" 

 
35 Women married at time of treatment 

 
(1) If – 

 
(a) at the time of the placing in her of the embryo or of the sperm and eggs or of her artificial 
insemination, W was a party to a marriage, and 
(b) the creation of the embryo carried by her was not brought about with the sperm of the 
other party to the marriage, then, subject to section 38(2) to (4), the other party to the 
marriage is to be treated as the father of the child unless it is shown that he did not consent to 
the placing in her of the embryo or the sperm and eggs or to her artificial insemination (as the 
case may be). 

 
(2) This section applies whether W was in the United Kingdom or elsewhere at the time mentioned 
in subsection (1)(a). 

 
36 Treatment provided to woman where agreed fatherhood conditions apply 

 
If no man is treated by virtue of section 35 as the father of the child and no woman is treated by 
virtue of section 42 as a parent of the child but - 

 
(a) the embryo or the sperm and eggs were placed in W, or W was artificially inseminated, in 
the course of treatment services provided in the United Kingdom by a person to whom a 
licence applies, 
(b) at the time when the embryo or the sperm and eggs were placed in W, or W was artificially 
inseminated, the agreed fatherhood conditions (as set out in section 37) were satisfied in 
relation to a man, in relation to treatment provided to W under the licence, 
(c) the man remained alive at that time, and 
(d) the creation of the embryo carried by W was not brought about with the man’s sperm, then, 
subject to section 38(2) to (4), the man is to be treated as the father of the child. 

 
37 The agreed fatherhood conditions 

 
(1) The agreed fatherhood conditions referred to in section 36(b) are met in relation to a man (“M”) 
in relation to treatment provided to W under a licence if, but only if, - 

 
(a) M has given the person responsible a notice stating that he consents to being treated as 
the father of any child resulting from treatment provided to W under the licence, 
(b) W has given the person responsible a notice stating that she consents to M being so 
treated, 
(c) neither M nor W has, since giving notice under paragraph (a) or (b), given the person 
responsible notice of the withdrawal of M’s or W’s consent to M being so treated, 
(d) W has not, since the giving of the notice under paragraph (b), given the person responsible 
- 

 
(i) a further notice under that paragraph stating that she consents to another man being 
treated as the father of any resulting child, or 
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(ii) a notice under section 44(1)(b) stating that she consents to a woman being treated 
as a parent of any resulting child, and 

 
(e) W and M are not within prohibited degrees of relationship in relation to each other. 

 
(2) A notice under subsection (1)(a), (b) or (c) must be in writing and must be signed by the person 
giving it. 
 
(3) A notice under subsection (1)(a), (b) or (c) by a person (“S”) who is unable to sign because of 
illness, injury or physical disability is to be taken to comply with the requirement of subsection (2) as 
to signature if it is signed at the direction of S, in the presence of S and in the presence of at least 
one witness who attests the signature. 

 
38 Further provision relating to sections 35 and 36 

 
(1) Where a person is to be treated as the father of the child by virtue of section 35 or 36, no other 
person is to be treated as the father of the child. 
 
(2) In England and Wales and Northern Ireland, sections 35 and 36 do not affect any presumption, 
applying by virtue of the rules of common law, that a child is the legitimate child of the parties to a 
marriage. 
 
(3) In Scotland, sections 35 and 36 do not apply in relation to any child who, by virtue of any 
enactment or other rule of law, is treated as the child of the parties to a marriage. 
 
(4) Sections 35 and 36 do not apply to any child to the extent that the child is treated by virtue of 
adoption as not being the man’s child. 

 
39 Use of sperm, or transfer of embryo, after death of man providing sperm 

 
(1) If - 

 
(a) the child has been carried by W as a result of the placing in her of an embryo or of sperm 
and eggs or her artificial insemination, 
(b) the creation of the embryo carried by W was brought about by using the sperm of a man 
after his death, or the creation of the embryo was brought about using the sperm of a man 
before his death but the embryo was placed in W after his death, 
(c) the man consented in writing (and did not withdraw the consent) - 

 
(i) to the use of his sperm after his death which brought about the creation of the embryo 
carried by W or (as the case may be) to the placing in W after his death of the embryo 
which was brought about using his sperm before his death, and 
(ii) to being treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (3) as the father of any 
resulting child, 

 
(d) W has elected in writing not later than the end of the period of 42 days from the day on 
which the child was born for the man to be treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (3) 
as the father of the child, and 
(e) no-one else is to be treated - 

 
(i) as the father of the child by virtue of section 35 or 36 or by virtue of section 38(2) or 
(3), or 
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(ii) as a parent of the child by virtue of section 42 or 43 or by virtue of adoption, then the 
man is to be treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (3) as the father of the 
child. 

 
(2) Subsection (1) applies whether W was in the United Kingdom or elsewhere at the time of the 
placing in her of the embryo or of the sperm and eggs or of her artificial insemination. 
 
(3) The purpose referred to in subsection (1) is the purpose of enabling the man’s particulars to be 
entered as the particulars of the child’s father in a relevant register of births. 
 
(4) In the application of this section to Scotland, for any reference to a period of 42 days there is 
substituted a reference to a period of 21 days. 

 
40 Embryo transferred after death of husband etc. who did not provide sperm 

 
(1) If - 

(a) the child has been carried by W as a result of the placing in her of an embryo,  
(b) the embryo was created at a time when W was a party to a marriage, 
(c) the creation of the embryo was not brought about with the sperm of the other party to the 
marriage, 
(d) the other party to the marriage died before the placing of the embryo in W, 
(e) the other party to the marriage consented in writing (and did not withdraw the consent) –  

 
(i) to the placing of the embryo in W after his death, and 
(ii) to being treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (4) as the father of any 
resulting child, 

 
(f) W has elected in writing not later than the end of the period of 42 days from the day on 
which the child was born for the man to be treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (4) 
as the father of the child, and 
(g) no-one else is to be treated - 

 
(i) as the father of the child by virtue of section 35 or 36 or by virtue of section 38(2) or 
(3), or 
(ii) as a parent of the child by virtue of section 42 or 43 or by virtue of adoption, then the 
man is to be treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (4) as the father of the 
child. 

 
(2) If - 

 
(a) the child has been carried by W as a result of the placing in her of an embryo, 
(b) the embryo was not created at a time when W was a party to a marriage or a civil 
partnership but was created in the course of treatment services provided to W in the United 
Kingdom by a person to whom a licence applies, 
(c) a man consented in writing (and did not withdraw the consent) –  

 
(i) to the placing of the embryo in W after his death, and 
 
(ii) to being treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (4) as the father of any 
resulting child, 

 
(d) the creation of the embryo was not brought about with the sperm of that man,  
(e) the man died before the placing of the embryo in W, 
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(f) immediately before the man’s death, the agreed fatherhood conditions set out in section 37 
were met in relation to the man in relation to treatment proposed to be provided to W in the 
United Kingdom by a person to whom a licence applies, 
(g) W has elected in writing not later than the end of the period of 42 days from the day on 
which the child was born for the man to be treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (4) 
as the father of the child, and 
(h) no-one else is to be treated - 

 
(i) as the father of the child by virtue of section 35 or 36 or by virtue of section 38(2) or 
(3), or 
(ii) as a parent of the child by virtue of section 42 or 43 or by virtue of adoption, 

 
then the man is to be treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (4) as the father of the 
child. 

 
(3) Subsections (1) and (2) apply whether W was in the United Kingdom or elsewhere at the time of 
the placing in her of the embryo. 
 
(4) The purpose referred to in subsections (1) and (2) is the purpose of enabling the man’s 
particulars to be entered as the particulars of the child’s father in a relevant register of births. 
 
(5) In the application of this section to Scotland, for any reference to a period of 42 days there is 
substituted a reference to a period of 21 days. 

 
Cases in which woman to be other parent 

 
42 Woman in civil partnership at time of treatment 

 
(1) If at the time of the placing in her of the embryo or the sperm and eggs or of her artificial 
insemination, W was a party to a civil partnership, then subject to section 45(2) to (4), the other 
party to the civil partnership is to be treated as a parent of the child unless it is shown that she did 
not consent to the placing in W of the embryo or the sperm and eggs or to her artificial insemination 
(as the case may be). 
 
(2) This section applies whether W was in the United Kingdom or elsewhere at the time mentioned 
in subsection (1). 

 
43 Treatment provided to woman who agrees that second woman to be parent 

 
If no man is treated by virtue of section 35 as the father of the child and no woman is treated by 
virtue of section 42 as a parent of the child but - 
 

(a) the embryo or the sperm and eggs were placed in W, or she was artificially inseminated, in 
the course of treatment services provided in the United Kingdom by a person to whom a 
licence applies, 
(b) at the time when the embryo or the sperm and eggs were placed in W, or W was artificially 
inseminated, the agreed female parenthood conditions (as set out in section 44) were met in 
relation to another woman, in relation to treatment provided to W under that licence, and 
(c) the other woman remained alive at that time, then, subject to section 45(2) to (4), the other 
woman is to be treated as a parent of the child. 
 

44 The agreed female parenthood conditions 
 



Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

(1) The agreed female parenthood conditions referred to in section 43(b) are met in relation to 
another woman (“P”) in relation to treatment provided to W under a licence if, but only if, - 

 
(a) P has given the person responsible a notice stating that P consents to P being treated as a 
parent of any child resulting from treatment provided to W under the licence, 
(b) W has given the person responsible a notice stating that W agrees to P being so treated, 
(c) neither W nor P has, since giving notice under paragraph (a) or (b), given the person 
responsible notice of the withdrawal of P’s or W’s consent to P being so treated, 
(d) W has not, since the giving of the notice under paragraph (b), given the person responsible 
- 

 
(i) a further notice under that paragraph stating that W consents to a woman other than 
P being treated as a parent of any resulting child, or 
(ii) a notice under section 37(1)(b) stating that W consents to a man being treated as the 
father of any resulting child, and 

 
(e) W and P are not within prohibited degrees of relationship in relation to each other. 

 
(2) A notice under subsection (1)(a), (b) or (c) must be in writing and must be signed by the person 
giving it.  
 
(3) A notice under subsection (1)(a), (b) or (c) by a person (“S”) who is unable to sign because of 
illness, injury or physical disability is to be taken to  comply with the requirement of subsection (2) as 
to signature if it is signed at the direction of S, in the presence of S and in the presence of at least 
one witness who attests the signature. 

 
45 Further provision relating to sections 42 and 43 

 
(1) Where a woman is treated by virtue of section 42 or 43 as a parent of the child, no man is to be 
treated as the father of the child. 
 
(2) In England and Wales and Northern Ireland, sections 42 and 43 do not affect any presumption, 
applying by virtue of the rules of common law, that a child is the legitimate child of the parties to a 
marriage. 
 
(3) In Scotland, sections 42 and 43 do not apply in relation to any child who, by virtue of any 
enactment or other rule of law, is treated as the child of the parties to a marriage. 
 
(4) Sections 42 and 43 do not apply to any child to the extent that the child is treated by virtue of 
adoption as not being the woman’s child. 

 
46 Embryo transferred after death of civil partner or intended female parent 

 
(1) If - 

 
(a) the child has been carried by W as the result of the placing in her of an embryo,  
(b) the embryo was created at a time when W was a party to a civil partnership, 
(c) the other party to the civil partnership died before the placing of the embryo in the woman, 
(d) the other party to the civil partnership consented in writing (and did not withdraw the 
consent) –  

 
(i) to the placing of the embryo in W after the death of the other party, and 
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(ii) to being treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (4) as the parent of any 
resulting child, 

 
(e) W has elected in writing not later than the end of the period of 42 days from the day on 
which the child was born for the other party to the civil partnership to be treated for the 
purpose mentioned in subsection (4) as the parent of the child, and 
(f) no one else is to be treated - 

 
(i) as the father of the child by virtue of section 35 or 36 or by virtue of section 45(2) or 
(3), or 
(ii) as a parent of the child by virtue of section 42 or 43 or by virtue of adoption, then the 
other party to the civil partnership is to be treated for the purpose mentioned in 
subsection (4) as a parent of the child. 

 
(2) If - 

 
(a) the child has been carried by W as the result of the placing in her of an embryo, 
(b) the embryo was not created at a time when W was a party to a marriage or a civil 
partnership, but was created in the course of treatment services provided to W in the United 
Kingdom by a person to whom a licence applies, 
(c) another woman consented in writing (and did not withdraw the consent) - 

 
(i) to the placing of the embryo in W after the death of the other woman, and 
(ii) to being treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (4) as the parent of any 
resulting child, 

 
(d) the other woman died before the placing of the embryo in W, 
(e) immediately before the other woman’s death, the agreed female parenthood conditions set 
out in section 44 were met in relation to the other woman in relation to treatment proposed to 
be provided to W in the United Kingdom by a person to whom a licence applies, 
(f) W has elected in writing not later than the end of the period of 42 days from the day on 
which the child was born for the other woman to be treated for the purpose mentioned in 
subsection (4) as the parent of the child, and 
(g) no one else is to be treated - 

 
(i) as the father of the child by virtue of section 35 or 36 or by virtue of section 45(2) or 
(3), or 
ii) as a parent of the child by virtue of section 42 or 43 or by virtue of adoption, then the 
other woman is to be treated for the purpose mentioned in subsection (4) as a parent of 
the child. 

 
(3) Subsections (1) and (2) apply whether W was in the United Kingdom or elsewhere at the time of 
the placing in her of the embryo. 
 
(4) The purpose referred to in subsections (1) and (2) is the purpose of enabling the deceased 
woman’s particulars to be entered as the particulars of the child’s other parent in a relevant register 
of births. 
 
(5) In the application of subsections (1) and (2) to Scotland, for any reference to a period of 42 days 
there is substituted a reference to a period of 21 days. 

 
48 Effect of sections 33 to 47 
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(1) Where by virtue of section 33, 35, 36, 42 or 43 a person is to be treated as the mother, father or 
parent of a child, that person is to be treated in law as the mother, father or parent (as the case may 
be) of the child for all purposes. 
 
(2) Where by virtue of section 33, 38, 41, 45 or 47 a person is not to be treated as a parent of the 
child, that person is to be treated in law as not being a parent of the child for any purpose. 
 
(3) Where section 39(1) or 40(1) or (2) applies, the deceased man - 

 
(a) is to be treated in law as the father of the child for the purpose mentioned in section 39(3) 
or 40(4), but 
(b) is to be treated in law as not being the father of the child for any other purpose. 

 
(4) Where section 46(1) or (2) applies, the deceased woman - 

 
(a) is to be treated in law as a parent of the child for the purpose mentioned in section 46(4), 
but 
(b) is to be treated in law as not being a parent of the child for any other purpose. 

 
(5) Where any of subsections (1) to (4) has effect, references to any relationship between two 
people in any enactment, deed or other instrument or document (whenever passed or made) are to 
be read accordingly. 
 
(6) In relation to England and Wales and Northern Ireland, a child who –  

 
(a) has a parent by virtue of section 42, or 
(b) has a parent by virtue of section 43 who is at any time during the period beginning with the 
time mentioned in section 43(b) and ending with the time of the child’s birth a party to a civil 
partnership with the child’s mother, is the legitimate child of the child’s parents. 

 
(7) In relation to England and Wales and Northern Ireland, nothing in the provisions of section 33(1) 
or sections 35 to 47, read with this section - 

 
(a) affects the succession to any dignity or title of honour or renders any person capable of 
succeeding to or transmitting a right to succeed to any such dignity or title, or 
(b) affects the devolution of any property limited (expressly or not) to devolve (as nearly as the 
law permits) along with any dignity or title of honour. 

 
(8) In relation to Scotland - 

 
(a) those provisions do not apply to any title, coat of arms, honour or dignity transmissible on 
the death of its holder or affect the succession to any such title, coat of arms or dignity or its 
devolution, and 
(b) where the terms of any deed provide that any property or interest in property is to devolve 
along with a title, coat of arms, honour or dignity, nothing in those provisions is to prevent that 
property or interest from so devolving. 

 
References to parties to marriage or civil partnership 

 
49 Meaning of references to parties to a marriage 

 
(1) The references in sections 35 to 47 to the parties to a marriage at any time there referred to - 
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(a) are to the parties to a marriage subsisting at that time, unless a judicial separation was 
then in force, but 
(b) include the parties to a void marriage if either or both of them reasonably believed at that 
time that the marriage was valid; and for the purposes of those sections it is to be presumed, 
unless the contrary is shown, that one of them reasonably believed at that time that the 
marriage was valid. 

 
(2) In subsection (1)(a) “judicial separation” includes a legal separation obtained in a country outside 
the British Islands and recognised in the United Kingdom. 

 
50 Meaning of references to parties to a civil partnership 

 
(1) The references in sections 35 to 47 to the parties to a civil partnership at the time there referred 
to - 

 
(a) are to the parties to a civil partnership subsisting at that time, unless a separation order 
was then in force, but 
(b) include the parties to a void civil partnership if either or both of them reasonably believed at 
that time that the civil partnership was valid; and for the purposes of those sections it is to be 
presumed, unless the contrary is shown, that one of them reasonably believed at that time that 
the civil partnership was valid. 

 
(2) The reference in section 48(6)(b) to a civil partnership includes a reference to a void civil 
partnership if either or both of the parties reasonably believed at the time when they registered as 
civil partners of each other that the civil partnership was valid; and for this purpose it is to be 
presumed, unless the contrary is shown, that one of them reasonably believed at that time that the 
civil partnership was valid. 
 
(3) In subsection (1)(a), “separation order” means - 

 
(a) a separation order under section 37(1)(d) or 161(1)(d) of the Civil Partnership Act 2004 (c. 
33), 
(b) a decree of separation under section 120(2) of that Act, or 
(c) a legal separation obtained in a country outside the United Kingdom and recognised in the 
United Kingdom. 

 
Further provision about registration by virtue of section 39, 40 or 46 

 
51 Meaning of “relevant register of births” 
 

For the purposes of this Part a “relevant register of births”, in relation to a birth, is whichever of the 
following is relevant - 

 
(a) a register of live-births or still-births kept under the Births and Deaths Registration Act 1953 
(c. 20), 
(b) a register of births or still-births kept under the Registration of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages (Scotland) Act 1965 (c. 49), or 
(c) a register of live-births or still-births kept under the Births and Deaths Registration 
(Northern Ireland) Order 1976 (S.I. 1976/1041 (N.I.14)). 

 
52 Late election by mother with consent of Registrar General 
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(1) The requirement under section 39(1), 40(1) or (2) or 46(1) or (2) as to the making of an election 
(which requires an election to be made either on or before the day on which the child was born or 
within the period of 42 or, as the case may be, 21 days from that day) is nevertheless to be treated 
as satisfied if the required election is made after the end of that period but with the consent of the 
Registrar General under subsection (2). 
 
(2) The Registrar General may at any time consent to the making of an election after the end of the 
period mentioned in subsection (1) if, on an application made to him in accordance with such 
requirements as he may specify, he is satisfied that there is a compelling reason for giving his 
consent to the making of such an election. 
 
(3) In this section “the Registrar General” means the Registrar General for England and Wales, the 
Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages for Scotland or (as the case may be) the 
Registrar General for Northern Ireland. 

 
Interpretation of references to father etc. where woman is other parent 

 
53 Interpretation of references to father etc. 

 
(1) Subsections (2) and (3) have effect, subject to subsections (4) and (6), for the interpretation of 
any enactment, deed or any other instrument or document (whenever passed or made). 
 
(2) Any reference (however expressed) to the father of a child who has a parent by virtue of section 
42 or 43 is to be read as a reference to the woman who is a parent of the child by virtue of that 
section. 
 
(3) Any reference (however expressed) to evidence of paternity is, in relation to a woman who is a 
parent by virtue of section 42 or 43, to be read as a reference to evidence of parentage. 
 
(4) This section does not affect the interpretation of the enactments specified in subsection (5) 
(which make express provision for the case where a child has a parent by virtue of section 42 or 
43). 
 
(5) Those enactments are - 

 
(a) the Legitimacy Act (Northern Ireland) 1928 (c. 5 (N.I.)), 
(b) the Schedule to the Population (Statistics) Act 1938 (c. 12),  
(c) the Births and Deaths Registration Act 1953 (c. 20), 
(d) the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages (Special Provisions) Act 1957 (c. 58),  
(e) Part 2 of the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages (Scotland) Act 1965 (c. 49),  
(f) the Congenital Disabilities (Civil Liability) Act 1976 (c. 28), 
(g) the Legitimacy Act 1976 (c. 31), 
(h) the Births and Deaths Registration (Northern Ireland) Order 1976 (S.I. 1976/1041 (N.I. 
14)),  
(i) the British Nationality Act 1981 (c. 61), 
(j) the Family Law Reform Act 1987 (c. 42), 
(k) Parts 1 and 2 of the Children Act 1989 (c. 41), 
(l) Part 1 of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 (c. 36), 
(m) section 1 of the Criminal Law (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 1995 (c. 39), and 
(n) Parts 2, 3 and 14 of the Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995 (S.I. 1995/755 (N.I. 2)). 

 
(6) This section does not affect the interpretation of references that fall to be read in accordance 
with section 1(2)(a) or (b) of the Family Law Reform Act 1987 or Article 155(2)(a) or (b) of the 
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Children (Northern Ireland) Order 1995 (references to a person whose father and mother were, or 
were not, married to each other at the time of the person’s birth). 

 
58 Interpretation of Part 2 

 
(2) For the purposes of this Part, two persons are within prohibited degrees of relationship if one is 
the other’s parent, grandparent, sister, brother, aunt oruncle; and in this subsection references to 
relationships - 

 
(a) are to relationships of the full blood or half blood or, in the case of an adopted person, such 
of those relationships as would subsist but for adoption, and 
(b) include the relationship of a child with his adoptive, or former adoptive, parents, but do not 
include any other adoptive relationships. 

 
Licence conditions 
 
T60 A woman must not be provided with treatment services using embryos or donated gametes unless 

she and any man or woman who is to be treated together with her have been given a suitable 
opportunity to receive proper counselling about the implications of her being provided with treatment 
services of that kind, and have been provided with such relevant information as is proper. 

 
T61 A woman must not be provided with treatment services where there is an intended second parent 

unless, either before or after both have consented to the man or woman being the intended second 
parent, she and the intended second parent have been given a suitable opportunity to receive 
proper counselling about the implications of the woman being provided with treatment services and 
have been provided with such relevant information as is proper. 

 
T62 The reference in licence conditions T60 and T61 above to the intended second parent is a reference 

to: 
 
a. any man with respect to whom the agreed fatherhood conditions in Section 37 of the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) are for the time being satisfied in relation to 
treatment provided to the woman mentioned in licence conditions T60 and T61, and 
b. any woman with respect to whom the agreed female parenthood conditions in Section 44 of the 
2008 Act are for the time being satisfied in relation to treatment provided to the woman mentioned in 
licence conditions T60 and T61. 

 
T63 In the case of treatment services using donated gametes, or embryos created using donated 

gametes, the person receiving treatment and any intended second parent, must be provided with 
information about: 
 
a. the importance of informing any resulting child at an early age that they were born as a result of 
such treatment, and 
b. suitable methods of informing such a child of that fact. 

 
T64 In cases where the nominated second parent withdraws their consent to be treated as the parent of 

any child born to a named woman, the PR must: 
 
a. notify the woman in writing of the receipt of the notice from the second parent, and 
b. ensure that no treatment services are provided to the named woman until she has been notified 
of the second parent’s withdrawal of consent. 
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T65 If a woman withdraws her consent to her nominated second parent being treated as the legal 
parent, or consents to a different person being the legal parent of any child resulting from treatment, 
the PR must notify the original nominated second parent in writing of this. 

 
HFEA Guidance 
Legal parenthood and parental responsibility 
 
6.1  The centre should provide information to people seeking treatment about legal parenthood, or 

should direct those people to suitable sources of information. This information should include 
who will be the child’s legal parent(s) under the HFE Act 2008 and other relevant legislation. 
Nationals or residents of other countries, or individuals treated with gametes obtained from 
nationals or residents of other countries, should be informed that the law in other countries may 
be different from that in the United Kingdom. In particular, if people are seeking treatment as part 
of a surrogacy arrangement that involves nationals or residents of other countries, the centre 
should: 
 

a) make clear to those involved that the legal and immigration implications are complex; and  
b) advise them to seek their own legal advice. 

 
6.2   The centre should seek to ensure that people seeking treatment understand: 

 
a) the difference in law between legal parenthood and parental responsibility; and 

 
b) the implications of this for themselves and any child born as a result of treatment. 

 
6.3 The centre should record the marital status of patients in the patient notes. If a patient is having 

treatment with their partner, the centre should record whether or not they are married or in a civil 
partnership with one another (or with someone else). This may affect who will be the second 
legal parent of any child born following treatment and whether or not legal parenthood consent is 
required. 

 
6.4  A person recognised as the legal parent of a child may not automatically have parental 

responsibility. Legal parenthood gives a lifelong connection between a parent and a child, and 
affects things like nationality, inheritance and financial responsibility. A person with parental 
responsibility has the authority to decide about the care of the child while the latter is young, for 
example for medical treatment and education. 
 

6.5  A child’s legal mother automatically has parental responsibility. The position of the father or other 
parent depends on factors including their marital status, what is recorded on the birth certificate, 
and whether the family court has made an order. In any case in which people seeking treatment 
have any doubts or concerns about legal parenthood or parental responsibility for a child born as 
a result of treatment services, or where a centre has concerns about the understanding of the 
people seeking treatment, the centre should advise them to seek their own legal advice. 
 

6.6  The centre should ensure that the relevant consent to legal parenthood is complete before sperm 
and egg transfer, embryo transfer, or insemination takes place. 

 
6.7  In cases when a centre identifies anomalies in legal parenthood consent that may impact the 

legal parenthood of any child born as a result of treatment, the centre should seek legal advice. 
They should also contact the affected patient and her partner as soon as possible and advise 
them of the circumstances, the options available to them and that they may wish to seek their 
own legal advice. The centre should inform the HFEA about any legal parenthood anomalies that 
it discovers. 
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Interpretation of mandatory requirements       6A 

Where a married woman is seeking treatment using her husband’s sperm or embryos created using her 

husband’s sperm, then the husband will automatically be the legal father of any child born as a result of 

the treatment, and will have parental responsibility. 

 

Where a married woman is seeking treatment using sperm other than that of her husband, or an embryo 

created using sperm other than that of her husband, her husband will be treated as the father of any child 

born as a result of that treatment (and will have parental responsibility) unless: 

 
a)  at the time the sperm and eggs or embryos were placed in her, or she was inseminated, she 

and her husband were judicially separated, or 
b)  it is shown that the husband did not consent to the placing in her of the sperm and eggs or 

embryos, or to her insemination. 

 
6.8  If a married woman is seeking treatment using donor sperm, or embryos created using donor 

sperm, the centre should take all practical steps to: 
 

a) ascertain whether the husband consents to the treatment ‘as a question of fact’ (see box 
6B), taking into account the duty of confidentiality to the woman, where applicable, and 

b) obtain a written record of the husband’s position. If the husband consents, he should 
complete the relevant consent form. If he does not consent ‘as a question of fact’ (see box 
6B), the centre should take all practical steps to obtain evidence of this. It may not be 
appropriate to contact him if he is unaware his wife is having treatment. 
 

6.9 If the centre cannot obtain a written record of the husband’s consent or refusal to consent, it 
should record the steps taken to establish whether he consents to the treatment in the medical 
records. 
 

6.10 If a A woman who is still married or in a civil partnership may wish woman wishes to be treated 
with a new partner (with her new partner’s his sperm or with donor sperm or a donor embryo). If 
she wishes her new partner to be registered as the legal parent of any child born from this 
treatment, then evidence to show that her husband ex-partner does not consent to the treatment 
must be obtained. for the woman’s new partner to be the father or parent of any child born as a 
result of this treatment, even if he is the biological father. It should not be assumed that the 
biological father will necessarily be the second legal parent if the patient is still married or in a 
civil partnership with another person. The law relating to legal parenthood can be complex, this 
may mean that clinics and patients need to take independent legal advice to ensure that all 
necessary actions are taken to enable the new partner to be the second legal parent. 

 
6.11 When a woman who is married or in a civil partnership returns for subsequent treatment without 

her husband, wife or civil partner present, the centre should establish whether the couple are 
still seeking treatment together. They should also ensure that the original consent form 
completed by her partner during the first treatment is still complete and correct. 

 

See also 
HFEA Guide to consent 

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       6B 

Stating lack of consent ‘as a question of fact’ 
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To prove that the husband, wife or civil partner of a woman undergoing treatment does not consent to this 

treatment, their lack of consent requires a basis in fact (for example, if the patient and her husband, wife 

or civil partner are separated and the latter is unaware of the treatment). The patient’s husband, wife or 

civil partner may be the legal father or parent of the child if they support the treatment, for instance they 

help the patient to travel to receive treatment. Any consent form declaring their lack of consent will not by 

itself remove their status as the legal father or parent if they do consent ‘as a question of fact’. If there is a 

factual basis for the husband, wife or civil partner not consenting, centres should obtain evidence of this. 

For instance, evidence that the couple are about to start divorce proceedings. 

 

Parenthood in these circumstances can be complex and case-specific, and for the family court or births 

registrar (or both) to decide. Clinics and couples may need to seek their own independent legal advice 

before proceeding with treatment. 

 
Legal parenthood when the woman has a civil partner or wife 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       6C 

Where a woman in a civil partnership or same-sex marriage is seeking treatment using donor sperm, or 

embryos created using donor sperm, the woman’s civil partner or wife will be treated as the legal parent 

of any resulting child unless, at the time of placing the embryo or sperm and eggs in the woman, or of her 

insemination: 

 
a) a separation order was in force, or 
b) it is shown that the civil partner or wife did not consent to the placing in her of the sperm and 

eggs, or embryos, or to the insemination. 

 

 
6.12  If a woman in a civil partnership or same-sex marriage is seeking treatment using donor sperm, 

or embryos created using donor sperm, the centre should take all practical steps to: 
 

(a) ascertain whether the civil partner or wife consents to the treatment ‘as a question of fact’ 
(see box 6B), taking into account the duty of confidentiality to the woman seeking 
treatment, where applicable, and 

(b) obtain a written record of the civil partner or wife’s consent. If the civil partner or wife 
consents, she should complete the relevant consent form. If the civil partner or wife does 
not consent ‘as a question of fact’ (see box 6B), the centre should take all practical steps to 
obtain evidence of this. It may not be appropriate to contact her if she is unaware her civil 
partner is having treatment. 
 

6.13  If the centre cannot obtain a written record of the civil partner or wife’s consent or refusal to 
consent, it should record the steps taken to establish whether the civil partner or wife consents to 
the treatment in the medical records. 
 

6.14  If a woman in a civil partnership or same-sex marriage wishes to be treated with a new (female or 
male) partner, then evidence to show that her civil partner or wife does not consent must be 
obtained for the woman’s new partner to be the parent/father of any child born as a result of this 
treatment. 

 
Legal parenthood: unmarried male partner 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       6D 

The following rules apply only if the woman having treatment: 
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a) is neither married nor in a civil partnership, or 
b) is married or in a civil partnership but her husband/wife/civil partner is not a legal parent because 

they do not consent to the treatment (see 6.8 and 6.11). 

 

Where a woman is seeking treatment using her partner’s sperm, or embryos created using her partner’s 

sperm, her male partner will automatically be the legal father of any child born as a result of the 

treatment. 

 

Where a woman is seeking treatment using donor sperm, or embryos created with donor sperm, her 

male partner will be the legal father of any resulting child if, at the time the eggs and sperm, or embryos, 

are placed in the woman or she is inseminated, all the following conditions apply: 

 
a) both the woman and the male partner have given a written, signed notice (subject to the 

exemption for illness, injury or physical disability) to the centre consenting to the male partner 
being treated as the legal father 

b) neither consent was withdrawn (or superseded with a subsequent written notice) before 
insemination/transfer, and 

c) the patient and male partner are not close relatives (within prohibited degrees of relationship to 
each other, as defined in section 58(2), HFE Act 2008). 

 
Legal parenthood: female partner who is not a civil partner or wife 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       6E 

The following rules apply only if the woman having treatment: 

 
a) is neither married nor in a civil partnership, or 
b) is married or in a civil partnership but her husband/wife/civil partner is not a legal parent because 

they do not consent to the treatment (see as described above at 6.8 and 6.11). 

 

Where a woman is being treated together with a female partner (not her civil partner or wife) using donor 

sperm, or embryos created with donor sperm, the female partner will be the other legal parent of any 

resulting child if, at the time the eggs and sperm, or embryos, are placed in the woman or she is 

inseminated, all the following conditions apply: 

 
a) both the woman and her female partner have given a written, signed notice (subject to the 

exemption for illness, injury or physical disability) to the centre consenting to the female partner 
being treated as the parent of any resulting child 

b) neither consent was withdrawn (or superseded with a subsequent written note) before 
insemination/transfer, and 

c) the patient and female partner are not close relatives (within prohibited degrees of relationship to 
each other as defined in section 58(2), part 2, HFE Act 2008). 

 
Parenthood after death of a man providing sperm 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       6F 

A husband or male partner who has provided sperm for the treatment of their wife or female partner can 

be registered as the father of any child born as a result of treatment after their death, if the following 

conditions are met: 

 
a) the man had given written consent for his sperm, or embryos created using his sperm, to be used 

after his death in the treatment of his wife or partner 
b) the man had given written consent to being registered as the father of any resulting child 
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c) the woman elected in writing, within 42 days (21 days in Scotland) after the child’s birth, for the 
man’s details to be entered in the relevant register of births, and 

d) no-one else is to be treated as the father or parent of the child. 

 

The treatment can involve insemination of sperm, transfer of sperm and eggs, or transfer of embryos 

created before or after the man’s death. The centre must ensure that partners are given an opportunity to 

consent to this. 

 
Parenthood after death of a partner who has not provided sperm 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       6G 

A partner (husband, wife, civil partner or other partner) who has not provided sperm for the treatment of 

their wife, civil partner or female partner can be registered as the father or parent of any child born as a 

result of treatment after their death, if the following conditions are met: 

 
a) the treatment involved the transfer to the woman of an embryo after the death of the partner  
b) the embryo was created when the partner was alive, 
c) the partner had given written consent for the embryo to be placed in the woman after their death 
d) the partner had given written consent  to being registered as the father or parent of any resulting 

child  
e) the woman elected in writing, within 42 days (21 days in Scotland) after the child’s birth, for the 

partner’s details to be entered in the relevant register of births, and  
f) no-one else is to be treated as the father or parent of the child. 

 

The centre must ensure that partners are given an opportunity to consent to this. 

 
Legal parenthood: surrogacy 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       6H 

Surrogate mother 

 

The woman who gives birth to the child (in this case the surrogate) is the legal mother when the child is 

born. She will also have parental responsibility. 

 

Husband, wife or civil partner of the surrogate mother 

 

If the surrogate is married or in a civil partnership at the time of insemination/transfer, her husband, wife 

or civil partner will be the legal father or parent of any child born as a result of her treatment (and will 

have parental responsibility), unless: 

 
a) they were judicially separated, or 
b) it is shown that her husband, wife or civil partner did not consent to the placing of the 

sperm and eggs, or embryos, in her, or to her insemination. 

 

Stating lack of consent ‘as a question of fact’ 

 

For these purposes, lack of consent requires a basis in fact (for example, if the surrogate and her 

husband, wife or civil partner are separated and the latter is unaware of the treatment). The surrogate’s 

husband, wife or civil partner will be the legal father or parent of the child if they support the surrogacy 

arrangement. Any consent form declaring their lack of consent will not by itself remove their status as the 

legal father or parent if they do consent, ‘as a question of fact’. If there is a factual basis for the husband, 
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wife or civil partner not consenting, centres should obtain evidence of this. 

 

Parenthood in these circumstances can be complex and case-specific, and for the family court or births 

registrar (or both) to decide. 

 

Intended parents 

 

The intended parents are those who intend to raise the child following a surrogacy arrangement. 

 

If both the surrogate and her husband/wife/civil partner are the legal parents of the child, neither intended 

parent will be a legal parent when the child is born (and neither will have parental responsibility). 

 

If the surrogate is neither married nor in a civil partnership, if she and her husband/wife/civil partner are 

judicially separated, or if her husband/civil partner does not consent to her treatment), then one of the 

intended parents will be the legal parent when the child is born, and will acquire parental responsibility 

when registered on the birth certificate. The options for which intended parent is the legal parent at birth 

are as follows: 

 
a) If the intended father provides his sperm for the surrogacy arrangement, he will be the 

legal father at common law when the child is born, if no one else is nominated. 
b) An intended father who is not the biological father (ie, an intended father using donor 

sperm or, in a male same-sex couple, the partner of the biological father) will be the legal 
father when the child is born if, at the time the eggs and sperm, or embryos, are placed in 
the surrogate or she is inseminated, all the following conditions apply: 

 
i. both the surrogate and the intended father nominated as a parent have given a 

written, signed notice (subject to the exemption for illness, injury or physical 
disability) to the centre consenting to him being the legal father 

ii. neither consent has been withdrawn (or superseded by a subsequent written 
consent) before the insemination/transfer, and 

iii. the surrogate and intended father nominated are not close relatives (within 
prohibited degrees of relationship to each other, as defined in section 58(2), HFE 
Act 2008). 

 
c) The intended female parent (or one of them if the intended parents are a female same-sex 

couple) will be the other legal parent when the child is born if, at the time the eggs and 
sperm, or embryos, are placed in the surrogate or she is inseminated, all the following 
conditions apply: 

 
i. both the surrogate and the intended female parent have given a written, signed 

notice (subject to the exemption for illness, injury or physical disability) to the 
centre consenting to her being the other legal parent of any resulting child 

ii. neither consent has been withdrawn (or superseded by a subsequent written 
consent) before the insemination/transfer, and 

iii. the surrogate and intended female parent are not close relatives (within prohibited 
degrees of relationship to each other as defined in section 58(2), HFE Act 2008). 

 

Parental orders 

 

The intended parents are expected to apply to the family court for a parental order after the child is born. 

A parental order will make both intended parents the legal parents (with parental responsibility) and 

permanently extinguish the surrogate’s legal motherhood. It will also trigger the re-issue of the child’s 



Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

birth certificate, showing the intended parents as the legal parents. 

 

To be able to apply for a parental order, one or both of the intended parents must be a gamete provider, 

and they must be a couple (married, civil partners or living together as partners). Other conditions also 

apply, and centres should advise those involved in a surrogacy arrangement to seek their own legal 

advice to ensure they will be able to secure their family’s legal status after the child is born. 

 
Legal parenthood in surrogacy arrangements: decision tree 
 
6.15  The decision tree on the following page provides a guide to some aspects of legal parenthood 

and surrogacy. It summarises some of the relevant legal positions but is not intended to replace 
advice on the individual facts of a specific surrogacy arrangement. Centre should advise people 
involved in surrogacy arrangements to seek their own legal advice. 



Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

 

 

 



Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

General procedures for obtaining consent 

 
6.16  The centre should establish documented procedures to obtain written informed consent. The 

centre should retain original the signed consent forms and ensure that a copy is provided to 
available for those who have given consent. 
 

6.17  When anyone gives, withdraws or varies consent, the centre should check their identity against 
identifying information held in the medical records. If there is doubt about a patient’s identity, the 
centre should take steps to verify this, including examining photo identification such as a 
photocard driving licence or passport. The centre should record this evidence in the medical 
records. 
 

6.18  The centre should ensure that there is a written record in the medical records that information 
has been provided to the person giving consent in each case. 
 

6.19  The centre should ensure that consent is: 
 

a) given voluntarily 
b) given by a person who has the capacity to do so, and  
c)  taken by a person authorised by the centre to do so. 

 
6.20  The centre should ensure that any person giving consent declares that: 

 
a) they were given enough information to understand the nature, purpose and implications of 

receiving treatment (or their partner receiving treatment) following consent 
b) they were given a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the implications 

of receiving treatment (or their partner receiving treatment) following consent 
c) they were given information about the procedure for varying or withdrawing consent, and 

 the information they have given in writing is correct and complete. 
 

6.21  When obtaining consent to register the partner as the parent after their death, the centre should 
ensure that the partner consents to their details and identifying information about treatment being 
disclosed to either the Registrar General for England and Wales, the Registrar General for 
Scotland or the Registrar for Northern Ireland. 

 
People not to be treated as parents 

 

Mandatory requirements 

Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 2008 

 

Part 2 

 

41 Persons not to be treated as father 

 

(1) Where the sperm of a man who had given such consent as is required by paragraph 5 of 

Schedule 3 to the 1990 Act (consent to use of gametes for purposes of treatment services or non-

medical fertility services) was used for a purpose for which such consent was required, he is not to 

be treated as the father of the child. 

 

(2) Where the sperm of a man, or an embryo the creation of which was brought about with his 

sperm, was used after his death, he is not, subject to section 39, to be treated as the father of the 

child. 
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(3) Subsection (2) applies whether W was in the United Kingdom or elsewhere at the time of the 

placing in her of the embryo or of the sperm and eggs or of her artificial insemination. 

 

47 Woman not to be other parent merely because of egg donation 

 

A woman is not to be treated as the parent of a child whom she is not carrying and has not carried, 

except where she is so treated - 

 

(a) by virtue of section 42 or 43, or 

(b) by virtue of section 46 (for the purpose mentioned in subsection (4) of that section), or 

(c) by virtue of adoption. 

 

34 Application of sections 35 to 47 

 

(1) Sections 35 to 47 apply, in the case of a child who is being or has been carried by a woman 

(referred to in those sections as “W”) as a result of the placing in her of an embryo or of sperm and 

eggs or her artificial insemination, to determine who is to be treated as the other parent of the child. 

 

54  Parental orders 

 

(1) On an application made by two people (“the applicants”), the court may make an order providing 

for a child to be treated in law as the child of the applicants if— 

 

(a) the child has been carried by a woman who is not one of the applicants, as a result of

 the placing in her of an embryo or sperm and eggs or her artificial insemination, 

(b) the gametes of at least one of the applicants were used to bring about the creation of the 

 embryo, and 

(c) the conditions in subsections (2) to (8) are satisfied.  

 

(1A) For the purposes of this section, neither of the following is to be treated as a person whose 

gametes were used to create an embryo (“embryo E”)—  

 

(a) where embryo E is a permitted embryo by virtue of regulations under section 3ZA(5) of the 

1990 Act, the person whose mitochondrial DNA (not nuclear DNA) was used to bring about 

the creation of embryo E; 

 
(b) where embryo E has been created by the fertilisation of an egg which was a permitted egg by virtue of 

regulations under section 3ZA(5) of the 1990 Act, the person whose mitochondrial DNA (not 
nuclear DNA) was used to bring about the creation of that permitted egg. 

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       6H 

A sperm donor is not to be treated as the father of any child resulting from the use of his sperm in the 

treatment of others. 

 

An egg donor is not to be treated as the parent of any child resulting from the use of her egg(s) unless 

her egg(s), or embryos created from her egg(s), are used in treating a civil partner or other female 

partner (subject to the requirements in sections 42, 43 or 46 of the HFE Act 2008, where relevant) or the 

resulting child is adopted by the egg donor. 

 

Section 54 of the HFE Act 2008 is amended by the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Mitochondrial 
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Donation) Regulations 2015 to provide that, where a child has been born following treatment involving 

mitochondrial donation, a person who donated the mitochondria is not eligible to apply for a parental 

order on the basis of that donation alone. 

 
Information provision and counselling 

 

Mandatory requirements 

Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 

 

Section 13 

 

Conditions of licences for treatment 

 

(6) A woman shall not be provided with treatment services of a kind specified in Part 1 of Schedule 

3ZA unless she and any man or woman who is to be treated together with her have been given a 

suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the implications of her being provided with 

treatment services of that kind, and have been provided with such relevant information as is proper. 

 

(6A) A woman shall not be provided with treatment services after the happening of any event falling 

within any paragraph of Part 2 of Schedule 3ZA unless (before or after the event) she and the 

intended second parent have been given a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about 

the implications of the woman being provided with treatment services after the happening of that 

event, and have been provided with such relevant information as is proper. 

 

(6B) The reference in subsection (6A) to the intended second parent is a reference to - 

 

(a) any man as respects whom the agreed fatherhood conditions in section 37 of the Human 

Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (“the 2008 Act”) are for the time being satisfied in 

relation to treatment provided to the woman being treated, and 

(b) any woman as respects whom the agreed female parenthood conditions in section 44 of 

the 2008 Act are for the time being satisfied in relation to treatment provided to the woman to 

be treated. 

 

(6C) In the case of treatment services falling within paragraph 1 of Schedule 3ZA (use of gametes of 

a person not receiving those services) or paragraph 3 of that Schedule (use of embryo taken from a 

woman not receiving those services), the information provided by virtue of subsection (6) or (6A) 

must include such information as is proper about - 

 

(a) the importance of informing any resulting child at an early age that the child results from 

the gametes of a person who is not a parent of the child, and 

(b) suitable methods of informing such a child of that fact. 

 

Schedule 3ZA: Circumstances in which offer of counselling required as condition of licence for treatment 

 

Part 2: Events in connection with which counselling must be offered 

 

4 A man gives the person responsible a notice under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 37 of 

the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (agreed fatherhood conditions) in a case where 

the woman for whom the treatment services are provided has previously given a notice under 

paragraph (b) of that subsection referring to the man. 
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5     The woman for whom the treatment services are provided gives the person responsible a notice 

under paragraph (b) of that subsection in a case where the man to whom the notice relates has 

previously given a notice under paragraph (a) of that subsection. 

 

6 A woman gives the person responsible notice under paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section 44 of 

that Act (agreed female parenthood conditions) in a case where the woman for whom the treatment 

services are provided has previously given a notice under paragraph (b) of that subsection referring 

to her. 

 
7 The woman for whom the treatment services are provided gives the person responsible a notice 

under paragraph (b) of that subsection in a case where the other woman to whom the notice relates 
has previously given a notice under paragraph (a) of that subsection. 

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       6I 

The law states that, where a woman who has consented to her male or female partner being treated as 

the legal parent of any child born as a result of her treatment, and the partner has consented to being the 

legal parent, treatment may continue after the point at which consent is given only if the woman and her 

partner: 

 
a) have had a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the implications of treatment 

in these circumstances, and 
b) have been given proper information. 

 

When people seek treatment using donor gametes or embryos, they must be given information about: 

 
a) the importance of informing any resulting child, at an early age, that they were conceived using 

the gametes of a person who is not their parent, and 
b) suitable methods of telling the child this. 

 
Notification of withdrawal of consent to parenthood 

 

Mandatory requirements 

Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 

 

Section 13 

 

Conditions of licences for treatment 

 

 (6D) Where the person responsible receives from a person (“X”) notice under section 37(1)(c) or 

44(1)(c) of the 2008 Act of X’s withdrawal of consent to X being treated as the parent of any child 

resulting from the provision of treatment services to a woman (“W”), the person responsible - 

 

(a) must notify W in writing of the receipt of the notice from X, and 

 

(b) no person to whom the licence applies may place an embryo or sperm and eggs in W, or 

artificially inseminate W, until W has been so notified. 

 

 (6E) Where the person responsible receives from a woman (“W”) who has previously given notice 

under section 37(1)(b) or 44(1)(b) of the 2008 Act that she consents to another person (“X”) being 

treated as a parent of any child resulting from the provision of treatment services to W - 
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(a) notice under section 37(1)(c) or 44(1)(c) of the 2008 Act of the withdrawal of W’s consent, 

or 
(b) a notice under section 37(1)(b) or 44(1)(b) of the 2008 Act in respect of a person other 
than X, the person responsible must take reasonable steps to notify X in writing of the receipt 
of the notice mentioned in paragraph (a) or (b).  

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       6J 

If a person withdraws their consent to being treated as the legal parent of any child resulting from the 

treatment of their partner, the person responsible (PR) must notify the partner in writing of this. The 

partner must not be treated with sperm and eggs, or with embryos, or be inseminated, until she has been 

notified in this way. 

 

If a woman withdraws her consent to her partner being treated as the legal parent of any child resulting 

from the woman’s treatment, or notifies the centre that she wishes a different person to be treated as the 

legal parent of any child resulting from her treatment, the PR must notify the partner in writing of this. 

 

Consent can be withdrawn only before sperm and egg or embryo transfer, or insemination. 

 
6.22 The PR should ensure that the written notification they issue explains and refers to the relevant 

parts of the legislation regarding legal parenthood and withdrawal of consent. 
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Version 4.0 
 

On this page 
Mandatory requirements 
Extracts from the HFE Act 
Extracts from licence conditions  
Directions 
 
HFEA guidance 
Definitions 
Reporting and timescales 
 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 

 
Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
17  The person responsible 

 
(1) It shall be the duty of the individual under whose supervision the activities authorised by a 
licence are carried on (referred to in this Act as the "person responsible") to secure— 

 
(g) that the Authority is notified and provided with a report analysing the cause and the 
ensuing outcome of any serious adverse event or serious adverse reaction. 

 
24  Directions as to particular matters 

 
(13) The Authority may give directions as to the information to be provided to it and any measures 
to be taken by the person responsible in the event of— 

 
(a) any occurrence which may adversely influence the quality or safety of gametes or 
embryos intended for human application 
(b) any adverse incident which may be linked to the quality or safety of gametes or embryos 
intended for human application, or 
(c) any misidentification or mix-up of gametes or embryos intended for human application. 

 
Schedule 3A - Supplementary licence conditions: human application 
 
Serious adverse events and serious adverse reactions 
 
3 Licence conditions shall require such— 

 
(a) systems to report, investigate, register and transmit information about serious adverse 
events and serious adverse reactions, and 
(b) accurate, rapid and verifiable procedures for recalling from distribution any product which 
may be related to a serious adverse event or serious adverse reaction, to be in place as are 
necessary to secure compliance with the requirements of Article 11 (notification of serious 
adverse events and reactions) of the first Directive and Article 5 (notification of serious 
adverse reactions) and Article 6 (notification of serious adverse events) of the third Directive. 
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Licence conditions 
 
T118 The centre must establish, implement and comply with documented procedures to report, 

investigate, register and transmit information about serious adverse events and serious adverse 
reactions that occur on any premises to which a licence relates and any relevant third party 
premises. 

 
T119 The documented procedures referred to in licence condition T106 must enable the centre to 

communicate to the Authority, without delay: 
 
a. all relevant available information about suspected serious adverse events and reactions, and 
b. the conclusion of the investigation to analyse the cause and ensuing outcome in relation to 
serious adverse events and reactions. 

 
T120 The PR must notify the Authority of any suspected serious adverse events and serious adverse 

reactions by providing the information set out below and such other information as the Authority 
may specify in Directions: 
 
a. identification of the centre 
b. identification of the premises concerned  
c. report identification 
d. date of notification, and 
e. date of serious adverse event/serious adverse reaction 
In relation to serious adverse events the following information is also required: 
f. an evaluation of the event by activity, (procurement, testing, transport, processing, storage, 
distribution or other) and specification of the source of error, (defect in gametes or embryos, 
equipment or material failure or defect), human error or other (to identify preventable causes), to be 
followed by a conclusion report including items (a) to (e) above. 
 
In relation to serious adverse reaction(s) the following additional information is also required: 
 
g. date and place of procurement of gametes or application of gametes or embryos  
h. unique donation identification number 
i. date of suspected serious adverse reaction 
j. details of gametes or embryos involved in the suspected serious adverse reaction, and  
k. type of suspected serious adverse reaction(s). 

 
T121 The centre must thereafter notify the Authority of the conclusion of the investigation into the serious 

adverse event/serious adverse reaction by providing at least the information set out below and any 
such other information as the Authority may specify in Directions: 
 
a. identification of the centre 
b. identification of the premises concerned  
c. report identification 
d. date when the serious adverse event/serious adverse reaction was confirmed  
e. date of the serious adverse event/serious adverse reaction, and 
f. corrective measures taken. 
In relation to serious adverse reaction(s) the following additional information is also required: 
g. date when the serious adverse reaction was confirmed  
h. unique donation identification number 
i. confirmation of the type of reaction(s) or a change in the type of reaction(s),  
j. clinical outcome, if known: 
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i. complete recovery  
ii. minor sequelae 
iii. serious sequelae, or  
iv. death 

 
k. root cause analysis 
l. outcome of investigation and final conclusions, and 
m. recommendations for preventive and corrective actions. 

 
T122 The centre must ensure that an accurate, rapid and verifiable procedure is in place, which will 

enable it to recall from distribution any product that may be related to a serious adverse event or 
reaction. 

 
Directions 
 
0011 – Reporting adverse incidents and near misses 
 
HFEA Guidance 
Definitions 
 
27.1  An ‘adverse incident’ is any event, circumstance, activity or action which has caused, or has 

been identified as potentially causing harm, loss or damage to patients, their embryos and/or 
gametes, or to staff or a licensed centre. This includes serious adverse events, serious adverse 
reactions, breaches of confidentiality, issues with consent and ovarian hyperstimulation 
syndrome (OHSS) which requires a hospital admission and has a severity grading of severe or 
critical. 
 

27.2  A serious adverse event is defined in the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) as: 
 

a)  any untoward occurrence which may be associated with the procurement, testing, 
processing, storage or distribution of gametes or embryos intended for human application 
and which, in relation to a donor of gametes or a person who receives treatment services 
or non-medical fertility services— 

 
i)  might lead to the transmission of a communicable disease, to death, or life-

threatening, disabling or incapacitating conditions, or 
ii)  might result in, or prolong, hospitalisation or illness, or 

 
b)  any type of gametes or embryo misidentification or mix-up’. 

 
27.3  A serious adverse reaction is defined in the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) as: 

 
‘an unintended response, including a communicable disease, in a donor of gametes 
intended for human application or a person who receives treatment services or non-
medical fertility services, which may be associated with the procurement or human 
application of gametes or embryos and which is fatal, life threatening, disabling, 
incapacitating or which results in, or prolongs, hospitalisation or illness’. 

 
27.4  A ‘near miss’ is an occurrence that, but for luck, skill or judgment, would in all probability have 

become an adverse incident. 
 
Reporting and timescales 
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Interpretation of mandatory requirements       27A 
HFEA Directions require centres to report all adverse incidents and near misses to the HFEA. This 
includes adverse incidents occurring at third party premises, where there is a third party agreement in 
force between the centre and that third party. 
 
Centres must report all serious adverse incidents to the HFEA by telephone within 12 working hours of 
their identification. This verbal notification must include the: 
 

a) centre’s name 
b) HFEA centre identification number 
c) contact details of the person responsible  
d) date of the initial notification or report 
e) name of any individual affected 
f) date and time of the serious adverse event or reaction 
g) details of gametes or embryos involved in the incident, and 
h) type of incident, including any transmission of infectious agents. 

 
In addition, the centre must inform the HFEA in writing of all adverse incidents occurring at that centre 
(or, if the event relates to treatment that involves a third party, at a centre with which it has a third party 
agreement) by completing an adverse incident form. 
 
The centre must email the completed form to incident.reporting@hfea.gov.uk within 24 working hours of 
discovering the incident. 

 
27.5  The centre’s documented procedures should ensure that any adverse incident or near miss that 

may result in harm to the patient, patient’s partner or donor is recorded and reviewed. 
 

27.6  If an adverse incident or near miss occurs, centres are expected to: 
 

a) review relevant procedures to minimise the risk of the incident happening again, and  
b) inform the HFEA of the revised procedures. 

 
27.7  When investigating serious adverse events and reactions, the centre should evaluate all 

assisted- conception processes directly related to the adverse event or reaction, and all relevant 
processes involving the: 
 

a) management of resources 
b) training and competence of staff  
c) equipment 
d) materials 
e) information systems, and  
f) control of environment. 

 
A copy of the investigation report should be submitted to the HFEA. 

 
27.8  The HFEA also expects centres to report adverse incidents that arise from the use of equipment 

and materials. Reports of this nature should be sent to the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency (MHRA), as the relevant ‘competent authority’. An ‘adverse incident’ in this 
context is an incident that produces, or has the potential to produce, unwanted effects involving 
the safety of patients, users and others. This reporting is distinct from, but complementary to, that 
required by the HFEA. 
 

27.9  If a centre becomes aware that a child born following mitochondrial donation has been born with 
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a mitochondrial disease, birth defect, or genetic abnormality, or if there has been some other 
adverse outcome (including but not limited to failed or no embryo development, miscarriage or 
premature birth) following treatment involving mitochondrial donation, the centre must regard this 
as an adverse incident and report this to the HFEA in line with the requirements on adverse 
incidents set out in guidance note 27. This is to capture information about any abnormalities that 
may occur as a result of carrying out the maternal spindle transfer (MST) or pronuclear transfer 
(PNT) treatment, to inform any regulatory or licensing action that the HFEA may wish to take and 
to inform the scientific sector. 
 

27.10  The centre should, in line with professional body guidance, inform patients/donors of any adverse 
incidents that may have resulted in harm to them, their gametes or their embryos. 

 

See also 
26 – Equipment and materials 
32 – Obligations and reporting requirements of centres 
33 – Mitochondrial donation 

 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 
 
National Patient Safety Agency – Being open: communicating patient safety incidents with patients, their 
families and carers 
NHS Litigation Authority – Apologies and Explanations 
General Medical Council – Good Medical Practice 
Nursing and Midwifery Council – The code: standards of conduct, performance and ethics for nurses and 
midwives 
CQC guidance for NHS providers on Duty of Candour 
National Health Service Litigation Authority guidance on “saying sorry” 
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Consent Ref: 0007 
Version: 7 

  

These Directions are: GENERAL DIRECTIONS 

Sections of the Act providing for 
these Directions: 

Sections 12 (1) (d) and (g), 13 (2) (f), 14 (1) (d) and 15 
(2) 

These Directions come into force on: 1 October 2009 

These Directions remain in force: Until revoked 

This version issued on: 1 April 2017  

 
1. Licensed centres must record any consent of a person whose consent is required under: 

 
(a) Schedule 3 and Section 33B of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 as 
amended; and 
(b) Sections 37 (1) and 44 (1) of Part 2 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 
2008 
 
in the appropriate form listed in the Schedule to these Directions.  
 

2. Where the storage period of a person’s gametes or embryos has been extended, in 
accordance with the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period for 
Embryos and Gametes) Regulations 2009, the PR of the licensed centres at which those 
gametes or embryos are stored must maintain a record of evidence that the conditions for 
extended storage of those gametes or embryos have been fulfilled. 

 
3. Licensed centres must maintain a record of any withdrawal of consent by a person who 

has previously given a consent required under Schedule 3 to the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Act 1990, as amended, or under sections 37 (1) or 44 (1) of Part 2 of the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008. This consent should be recorded in the WC 
form, or in the case of surrogacy, the SWC form, as listed in the Schedule to these 
Directions.  

 
4. Licensed centres holding any of the records referred to in these Directions must be able to 

produce a copy of those records (either electronically or as a hard copy) upon request from 
an HFEA member or employee. 

 
5. From 1 May 2010, anyone receiving treatment at a licensed centre must complete a 

'Consent to the disclosure of identifying information form' (CD Form) if they have not 
already done so, regardless of when they first registered for treatment. 

 

Directions given under the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 
as amended 
 



Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

 

 

       
 
Sally Cheshire          16 September 2015 
Chair, Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority 

 
 

Version control 

Directions name: Consent 

Reference number: 0007 

Date version 1 issued: 1 October 2009 

 

Date version 2 issued: 6 April 2010 

Chair’s letter reference: CH(10)03 

 

Date version 3 issued: 1 May 2010 

Chair’s letter reference: CH(10)05 

 

Date version 4 issued: 1 October 2013 

Chair’s letter reference: CH(13)01 

 

Date version 5 issued: 1 April 2015 

Chair’s letter reference: CH(15)01 

 

Date version 6 issued: 29 October 2015 

Chair’s letter reference: CH(15)02 

 

Date version 7 issued: 1 April 2017 

Chair’s letter reference: CH(17)XX 



Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

 

 
 

Storage 

GS Your consent to the storage of your eggs or sperm 
LGS Your consent to extending the storage of your eggs or sperm beyond 10 years 
ES Your consent to extending the storage of your embryos beyond 10 years 

Donation 

MD Your consent to donating your sperm  
WD Your consent to donating your eggs 
ED Your consent to donating embryos 

Treatment 

WT Women’s consent to treatment and storage form (IVF and ICSI)  
MT Men’s consent to treatment and storage form (IVF and ICSI)  
MGI Your consent to the use of your sperm in artificial insemination 
WGI Your consent to the use of your eggs in GIFT 

Surrogacy 

MSG Men’s consent to the use and storage of sperm or embryos for surrogacy 
WSG Women’s consent to the use and storage of eggs or embryos for surrogacy 
SPP  Your consent to being the legal parent in surrogacy 
SWP  Your consent (as a surrogate) nominating an intended parent to be the legal parent 

Mitochondrial donation 

WMT  Mitochondrial donation: women’s consent to treatment and storage  
MMT   Mitochondrial donation: men’s consent to treatment and storage  
WDM Mitochondrial donation: consent to donating your eggs  
MD (PNT only) Mitochondrial donation: consent to sperm donation (PNT only) 
MD (including PNT) Consent to donating your sperm (including for use in pronuclear transfer)  

Disclosure of information 

CD Your consent to disclosing identifying information  

Parenthood 

WP Your consent to your partner being the legal parent 
PP Your consent to being the legal parent 
PBR Your consent to being the legal parent after your death 
 
 

Schedule 
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Withdrawal or stating lack of consent  
 
WC Withdrawing your consent  
SWC Surrogacy - withdrawing your consent 
LC  Stating your spouse or civil partner’s lack of consent
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(NOTE: only amended sections of the ‘Guide to consent’ are included) 
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Introduction 3 

Important information about legal parenthood consent 6 

Guidance on individual consent forms 
(Click on the form you want to jump straight to it) 

8 

Women’s consent to treatment and storage form (IVF and ICSI) (WT form) 8 

Men’s consent to treatment and storage form (IVF and ICSI) (MT form) 12 

Your consent to the use of your sperm in artificial insemination (MGI form) 16 

Your consent to the use of your eggs in GIFT (WGI form)   18 

Your consent to the storage of your eggs or sperm (GS form) 20 

Your consent to extending the storage of your eggs or sperm beyond 10 
years (LGS form) 

23 

Your consent to extending the storage of your embryos beyond 10 years  
(ES form)      

25 

Your consent to donating your sperm (MD form)  27 

Your consent to donating your eggs (WD form) 30 

Your consent to donating embryos (ED form)      33 

Men’s consent to the use and storage of sperm or embryos for surrogacy  
(MSG form) 

35 

Women’s consent to the use and storage of eggs or embryos for surrogacy 
(WSG form) 

40 

Your consent to being the legal parent in surrogacy (SPP form) 45 

Your consent (as a surrogate) nominating an intended parent to be the legal 
parent (SWP form) 

46 

Your consent to disclosing identifying information (CD form) 47 

Your consent to your partner being the legal parent (WP form)    50 

Your consent to being the legal parent (PP form)    51 

Your consent to being registered as the legal parent in the event of your 
death (PBR form) 

52 

Withdrawing your consent (WC form) 53 

Surrogacy ‒ withdrawing your consent (SWC form) 56 

Stating your spouse or civil partner’s lack of consent (LC form) 59 



Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

 

 

 
Informed consent is one of the most important principles in healthcare and a fundamental feature of the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended). You are responsible under the act 
for obtaining properly informed consent from your patients. 
This reference guide is designed to help you understand your legal obligations and to use the individual 
consent forms appropriately. It is not designed to be used by patients.   
 
You can find the forms on the consent form page on our website. Here you can also find another 
resource, ‘How to use consent forms – for clinic staff,’ which gives you: 

 information on who should complete each consent form, and 

 treatment scenarios and which consent forms should be completed in each case. 
 

What are my legal obligations? 
 
The HFE Act 1990 (as amended) requires licensed centres to ensure that consent given by patients is 
written and is fully informed before they store or use their eggs, sperm or embryos. The requirements 
and guidance regarding consent are set out in the Code of Practice (primarily guidance note 5) and in 
General Direction 0007.  
 
Before you ask your patients to give consent you must give them: 

 enough information to enable them to understand the nature, purpose and implications of their 
treatment or donation  

 a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the implications of the steps which they are 
considering taking, and  

 information about the procedure for varying or withdrawing any consent given and about the 
implications of doing so.  

 
You should record that you have provided this information in the patient’s medical notes. You may wish 
to use the ‘Female record of information provided before obtaining consent’ and ‘Male record of 
information provided before obtaining consent,’ which you can download from our website.  A record of 
the information and counselling provision provided at the time of consent may be particularly important if 
the validity of the consent is ever called into question at a later date.  
 

Who completes the consent forms? 
 
The person who is giving consent must fill in the consent form.  Further information on who should 
complete each consent form is in ‘How to use consent forms – for clinic staff’ on our website. 
 
You should not pre-complete consent forms on behalf of the person giving consent. If the person 
acknowledges that they want to provide consent but is, at the same time, unable to sign for themselves 
due to physical illness, injury or disability, someone else can complete the form on their behalf as long as 
it is in the presence of the person giving consent. However, if the person is consenting to being 
registered as the legal parent after their death only they can sign the form.  
 
The provisions of the Human Tissue Act 2004, which allow next of kin to provide consent to harvesting of 
other body tissues, do not apply to gametes. Only the gamete provider can provide effective consent to 
the use of gametes in treatment. Anyone who procures, stores or uses gametes without valid and 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/2504.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/336.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/188.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/2504.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/2504.html
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effective consent from the gamete provider may be committing an offence. For information on the limited 
cases where consent is not required see the HFEA Code of Practice Guidance note 5: Consent to 
treatment, storage, donation, training and disclosure of information. Please note that these exemptions 
do not apply to cases where a person has died (including cases of brain stem death) without having prior 
effective consent to storage or use in place. 
 

Should we ask patients to complete new consent forms for every treatment cycle? 
 
It is a clinic’s legal responsibility to ensure that valid and effective consent is in place before treatment 
commences. 
 
We do not require patients to complete a new set of consent forms before their second or subsequent 
treatment cycles; however, it is very important for you to establish that any previously completed 
consent forms are still valid and effective. If it is not clinic practice to ask patients and their partners to 
complete new consent forms for subsequent treatment cycles, you must review all of the consent 
forms they previously completed to ensure that the patient or partner circumstances have not 
changed, that there were no errors in the original consent forms and that valid and effective consent 
is still in place before their treatment commences. This review should include the consent to legal 
parenthood forms where necessary.  
 
Where patients have transferred to your clinic from another clinic and you intend to rely on the 
consent forms that the couple completed at the first clinic, it is particularly important that you carefully 
review those consent forms to ensure that all relevant forms have been provided, were properly 
completed and contain the correct information. You should also confirm that your patients were given 
an opportunity to have counselling and were provided with all relevant information. Once patients and 
their partners are undergoing treatment at your clinic, the legal responsibility for ensuring that valid 
and effective consent is in place for that treatment lies with you, not the clinic that took the original 
consent. 

 
There will be some circumstances where you cannot rely on consent forms that were previously 
completed and it will be necessary for your patient(s) and their partner(s) to complete new consent 
forms. In order to help establish whether this is necessary, you should discuss with them whether there 
have been any changes in their personal circumstances including: 

 marital status ie, has the couple separated or divorced or become married to someone else since 
completing the first set of consent forms

 whether unmarried couples have since separated

 whether the patient is having treatment with a different partner from her previous round of treatment

 the health of the patient and partner (eg, whether or not they might since have developed a life-
threatening condition and so may wish to reconsider giving consent to posthumous use)

 the death of the patient’s partner

 whether or not the partner still wishes to go ahead with treatment

 changes to the type of treatment needed eg, the patient had IUI previously and will now have IVF or 
the patient will now use donor sperm.

 
You should emphasise to your patients that they should proactively contact you if their personal 
circumstances change, so that both you and the patient can consider whether consent 
previously given is still valid or needs to be withdrawn and new consent given. 
 

Which declarations should patients sign? 
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Your patients should sign the page declaration on every page of the consent form to confirm they have 
read the page and agree fully with the consent and information given.  
 

 
 
Your patient will need to sign a final declaration on the last page of the consent form to declare that 
before they completed the form, they were given an opportunity to have counselling and received 
information about: 

 the different options set out in the form  

 the implications of giving their consent 

 the consequences of withdrawing this consent and how they can make changes to, or withdraw, 
their consent.  

 
If you do not give patients this information before they fill in the form, their consent may be invalid. You 
should check that your patient has signed the page declarations, the final declaration and, where 
relevant, the section declarations, before accepting their consent forms. 
 
You should also ensure that they have ticked any required boxes on forms, where relevant. 
 

Which consent forms should transgender people complete? 
 
If your patient is transgender or has gender dysphoria and they do not wish to complete HFEA consent 
forms with male or female gender references, they may complete forms from the separate suite of 
gender neutral forms. 
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What is legal parenthood and why is consent to parenthood so important? 
 
Legal parenthood means that someone is legally recognised as their child’s parent. It affects a wide 
range of areas such as the child’s nationality, inheritance and who has financial responsibility for the 
child. It is also important for a child to be clear who his or her legal parents are. A partner may only be 
registered on the birth certificate if he or she is the child’s legal parent.  
 
Clinics must ensure that HFEA consent forms are properly completed before licensed treatment is 
provided and that copies are retained in the patient’s record and are also provided to the patient and 
partner.  Meeting these requirements will ensure that the partner, who is not married or in a civil 
partnership with the patient when the couple are undertaking fertility treatment using donor sperm, can 
be the legal parent of any child born.   
 
If consent forms are not properly completed, are not signed and dated correctly, are lost or are 
completed by the wrong person, the partner may not be legally recognised as the parent of the 
child(ren) born.  Where mistakes with consent forms have been made or forms have been misplaced, 
some partners have needed to seek a declaration of parenthood in the family court in order for them to 
become the legal parent of their child. There is no guarantee that errors can be resolved, even by the 
courts, and this may lead to the intended parent not being recognised as the legal parent of their child.  
 

 What are examples of legal parenthood consent(s) anomalies? 
 
The following are some examples of mistakes that may affect the validity of legal parenthood consent: 

 Missing WP or PP forms ie, there is no record or only a partial record of the consent(s) 

 WP or PP forms completed after treatment (ie, after egg, sperm or embryo transfer) 

 WP or PP forms completed by the wrong person 

 Parts of the WP or PP forms are incomplete eg, boxes not ticked, signatures, including page 
declarations missing or patient information not complete 

 Patients and their partners were not given the required information or offered counselling before 
the consent was provided (before treatment) 

 
A mistake in the consent process does not mean that a person will automatically be deprived of their 
status as legal parent and the outcome of any particular case will be highly dependent upon the 
individual circumstances.  
 

How can we avoid problems with legal parenthood consents? 
 
All consents are important and should be recorded appropriately by trained members of staff, 
however, any mistake in consent to legal parenthood can have a devastating impact on families. As is 
the case for all consents, clinic procedures for taking informed consent to parenthood must be 
compliant with the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) and the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 
2008. You should: 

 ensure that you are clear about the marital status of the couple, whether they are married or in a 
civil partnership with one another or if either one of them is married or in a civil partnership with 
any other person. You should record this in the patient notes. This may affect who will be the 
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second legal parent of any child born following treatment and whether or not legal parenthood 
consent is required. 

 ensure you provide your patients and their partners with the required information and opportunity 
for counselling before they consent 

 allow enough dedicated time to provide information and counselling effectively and keep a record 
of the information and offer of counselling provided in the patient notes 

 ensure your patients understand the implications of their consent 

 the clinic should have a documented assurance process to ensure that the appropriate consent 
forms have been completed and that the completed forms contain the correct information, prior to 
treatment 

 check consent is in place, valid and effective at each stage of a patient’s treatment 

 ensure forms are completed in a clinic and that patients are guided through the process 

 ensure forms are completed fully and stored correctly. 
 

What should we do if we find an anomaly with legal parenthood consents? 
 
If you have any doubt about the validity or effectiveness of legal parenthood consents you should seek 
your own legal advice. You should act in a way that promotes openness and honesty with your 
patients and must inform the affected patients and their partners at the earliest opportunity in a 
compassionate and supportive manner. The disclosure to a patient and their partner that the partner 
may not be the legal parent of their child may be unexpected, upsetting and shocking, the clinic should 
consider the most appropriate way to break this news to the couple. 
 
You should: 

 fully disclose all relevant facts and documents related to the couples’ case to them 

 offer to financially support the patient(s) and their partner(s) to access legal advice 

 provide the patient and their partner with all information as is necessary for the speedy resolution 
of their case if they choose to seek a declaration of parentage in the family court 

 provide other support to the patient and their partner as appropriate, including counselling  

 notify your HFEA inspector about what has happened and the clinic’s approach 

 report any anomaly resulting in harm to patients as an adverse incident using the HFEAs incidents 
proces
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Purpose of this form 
 
By law (the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended)), your patient needs to give their 
written consent if they want their eggs or sperm to be stored. They must also state in writing how long 
they consent to their eggs or sperm remaining in storage. 
 
Your patient is also legally required to record what they would like to happen to their eggs or sperm if they 
were to die or lose the ability to decide for themselves (become mentally incapacitated). While this is 
perhaps not something they have considered, you need to know this so you only use their eggs or sperm 
according to their wishes if this were to happen. Their eggs or sperm can only be used in accordance with 
their consent so if their wishes are not recorded properly it can have serious consequences. 
 
This form allows your patient to consent to storage only. If they want to consent to treatment, they must 
complete an additional form (eg, the MT, WT or MGI form). This includes if a male patient wants to 
consent to his partner using his sperm in treatment if he was to die or become mentally incapacitated. 
 

Section 2 – Storing eggs or sperm 
 
Your patient must provide consent for their eggs or sperm to be stored. They can do this by ticking the 
yes box at 2.1.  
 

 
 
How long can eggs or sperm be stored for? 
 
If your patient ticked yes at 2.1, they will then need to state how long they consent to store their eggs or 
sperm. The law permits patients to store for any period up to 10 years, but in cases where they or their 
partner is prematurely infertile, or likely to become prematurely infertile, they may consent to store for 
longer, up to 55 years. This allows people who have a medical condition (such as early menopause), or 
who have had treatment that has rendered them completely infertile (such as chemotherapy), to be able 
to extend their storage.  
 
You should know whether your patient satisfies the criteria for premature infertility and before giving them 
this form you should tell them whether this is the case. If they are eligible to consent to store for 55 years, 
this should be clearly explained and the provision of information about this option should be clearly 
documented. 
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If your patient ticks no to premature infertility, they should go to section 2.3. The maximum period they 
can consent to store for is 10 years.  
 

 
 
If your patient ticks yes to premature infertility, they should go to section 2.4.  
 

 
 
What do I need to do if my patient is storing for longer than 10 years?  
 
Although your patient can consent to store for up to a maximum of 55 years on this form, before the expiry 
of the first 10 years you will need to arrange for a medical practitioner to certify in writing that the medical 
criteria for premature infertility have been met for storage to continue for more than 10 years. If your 
patient has consented to store for longer than 20 years, you should repeat this process before every 10-
year period ends (up to a maximum of 55 years). For example, if your patient has consented to store for 
23 years, you would need to seek a medical practitioner’s statement twice over the 23-year period – one 
for 10-20 years and one to cover the additional three years. 
 
Provided your patient has consented for the maximum of 55 years, they do not need to complete the 
consent form again, but you should attach the relevant medical practitioner’s statement to this form. 
 
You should seek the written medical opinion whilst your patient is alive. However, if your patient dies 
before a medical opinion can be sought, based on evidence that they would have satisfied the premature 
infertility criteria when they were alive, you may seek the written medical opinion after death. 
 
Should we link how long a patient consents to store for with their funding or payment plans? 
 
You should not direct your patient to consent to store for less time to tie in with funding or payment plans. 
Any practical arrangements should be kept separate to consent. If your clinic has a separate contractual 
arrangement, you should draw the terms of the contract to the patient’s attention. You should explain the 
implications if they fail to pay their storage fees or if funding ends eg, that storage may not continue for 
the period they have specified in this form. 
 

Section 3 – In the event of your death or mental incapacity 
 
Your patient is legally required to record what they would like to happen to their eggs or sperm if they 
were to die or lose the ability to decide for themselves (become mentally incapacitated).  
 
Section 3.1 asks your patient whether they have already stated on another consent form (eg, WT or MT 
form) how they want their eggs or sperm to be used in the event of their death or mental incapacity. If 
your patient ticks yes, they should move onto section four. You should make sure your patient is aware of 
what they consented to on the other form and that they do not wish to change their consent. 
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If your patient answers no, this form enables them to consent to storing their eggs or sperm and allowing 
them to be used for training purposes if they die or become mentally incapacitated.  
Your patient will need to complete an additional form (eg, the MT or WT form) if they want their eggs or 
sperm to be used by their partner or another person if this were to happen. If your patient does not give 
their consent, their eggs or sperm must be allowed to perish in the event of their death or mental 
incapacity. This is an important issue to highlight to your patient, especially if they are seriously ill or have 
been diagnosed with a life-threatening condition. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       What can happen if the forms are not completed properly 

A single man consents to store his sperm before receiving cancer treatment. He later marries and 

does not realise that he must return to the clinic to amend his consent ie, to provide consent to 

posthumous use and to include his partner’s name. He later dies and because he did not amend his 

consent, she cannot use his sperm. 
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Purpose of this form 
 
By law (the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008), someone other than the biological father can 
be nominated as the second legal parent of any child born from surrogacy – as long as both the 
nominated intended parent and the surrogate give notices consenting to this in writing before sperm, egg 
or embryo transfer. The nominated intended parent can do this on this form and the surrogate can do this 
on the SWP form. 
 
Your patient This form should not be completed this form if: 

 the surrogate is married or in a civil partnership and her spouse or civil partner consents to the 
treatment (the surrogate’s spouse or civil partner will be the other legal parent)  

 the intended parent is the biological father (since in common law he will automatically be the legal 
parent if the surrogate is not married or in a civil partnership and no-one else has been nominated as 
a parent). 

 

Section 3 – Your notice of consent to being the legal parent 
 
Your patient The nominated intended parent must tick the box at 3.1 to consent to being the legal parent 
of any child born from the surrogate’s treatment. Your patient They should name the surrogate in section 
two of the form. 
 

 
 
You should strongly advise all parties involved I the surrogacy arrangement your patient that they are 
strongly advised to seek their own legal advice before entering into a surrogacy arrangement. 
 

Section 4 – In the event of your death 
 
Your patient The nominated intended parent may also wish to decide whether, in the event of their death, 
they would like to be registered as the legal parent of any child born from surrogacy treatment (with 
embryos created before their death and provided to the surrogate after their death).  
 
Please note that the law concerning posthumous conception and surrogacy is complex and if they are 
registered as the legal parent after their death, it may not be straightforward for their surviving partner to 
pursue a parental order. 
 
Consent to birth registration 
 
If your patient the nominated intended parent has given consent to embryos created before their death 
being transferred to the surrogate after their death, they may also wish to consent to being registered as 
the legal parent of any child that is born as a result of treatment. This will mean that their name, place of 
birth and occupation can be entered on the register of births as the legal parent. They can do this by 
ticking yes at 4.1. For more information about this, the patient should seek their own legal advice. 
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Purpose of this form 
 
By law (the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008), the partner of a woman receiving treatment 
using donor sperm, or embryos created with donor sperm, can be the legal parent of any child born from 
the treatment – as long as both the patient and her partner give their written consent to this before sperm, 
egg or embryo transfer. The WP form allows your patient to do this. Her partner should complete ‘Your 
consent to being the legal parent’ (PP form) if they are not married or in a civil partnership. Your 
patient does not need to complete the WP form if she is married or in a civil partnership with the partner 
with whom she is receiving treatment as her partner will automatically be the legal parent. However, her 
partner should complete the ‘Your consent to being registered as the legal parent in the event of 
your death’ (PBR form) in order to be registered as the legal parent of any child born when embryos 
created with donor sperm before their death are transferred to their partner after their death. 
 
A woman should complete this form if she:  

 is receiving treatment using donor sperm, or embryos created in vitro with donor sperm  

 wishes her partner to become the legal parent of any child born as a result of her treatment, and 

 is not married to, or in a civil partnership with, her partner. 
 

Section 3 – Your consent 
 
Your patient must tick the box at 3.1 to consent to her partner being the legal parent. Her partner should 
be named in section two of the form. 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        What can happen if the forms are not completed 

A woman received treatment using donor sperm. She is in a long-term relationship with her female 
partner who, together with the birth mother, wished to be the legal parent of the child born following 
the treatment. They assumed that because they are living together, and her partner put her name 
on the birth certificate, that she is the legal parent. Both were unaware that they should have 
provided consent on the WP and PP forms before treatment took place. As a result, her partner 
may not be legally recognised as the child’s legal parent.  
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Purpose of this form 
 
By law (the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008), the partner of a woman receiving treatment 
using donor sperm, or embryos created with donor sperm, can be the legal parent of any child born from 
their treatment – as long as both the patient and her partner give their written consent to this before 
sperm, egg or embryo transfer. The PP form allows your patient’s partner to do this. Your patient should 
complete ‘Your consent to your partner being the legal parent (WP form) if she and her partner are 
not married or in a civil partnership. Your patient’s partner does not need to complete the PP form if they 
are married or in a civil partnership with your patient, with whom they are receiving treatment, as they will 
automatically be the legal parent. However, they should complete the ‘Your consent to being registered 
as the legal parent in the event of your death’ (PBR form) in order to be registered as the legal parent 
of any child born when embryos created with donor sperm before their death are transferred to their 
partner after their death. 
 
If your patient and her partner are not married nor in a civil partnership, the partner must sign this form to 
be recognised as the legal parent of any child born from their partner’s treatment.  
 

Section 3 – Your consent 
 
Your patient’s partner must tick the box at 3.1 to consent to being the legal parent of any child born from 
their partner’s treatment. Your patient should be named in section two of the form. 
 

 
 
Section 4 – In the event of your death 
 
At section 4.1, your patient’s partner can say whether, in the event of their death, they would like to be 
registered as the legal parent of any child born from treatment (with embryos created before your patient’s 
death and provided to their partner after their death). This will mean that their name, place of birth and 
occupation can be entered on the register of births as the legal parent. For more information about this, 
they should seek their own legal advice. 
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Purpose of this form 
 
By law (the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008), the partner who is married or in a civil 
partnership with a woman receiving treatment using donor sperm, or embryos created with donor sperm, 
will automatically be the legal parent of any child born from their treatment. This form has been designed 
to allow the partner of a woman undergoing treatment using donor sperm to consent to being registered 
as the legal parent in the event of their death. This process is known as posthumous birth registration. 
This only applies in cases where embryos (that were created whilst the partner was still alive) are 
transferred to the partner after their death.  If the partner is married or in a civil partnership to the women 
having treatment they should complete this form. 
 
If your patient and their partner are using donor sperm but are not married or in a civil partnership 
the partner should complete the HFEA ‘Your consent to being the legal parent’ (PP form) and not this 
form. 
 
A partner (male or female) should complete this form if:  

 they are married or in a civil partnership with their partner  

 your partner is receiving treatment using embryos created outside the body (in vitro) using donor 
sperm and either her own or donor eggs, and 

 they wish to be registered as the legal parent to any child born if they die before embryos (that were 
created before their death) are transferred to their partner.  
 

This consent only applies to embryos created with donor sperm before the partner’s death. If embryos are 
created with donor sperm after their death, it is not possible for them to be named as the father or second 
legal parent, even if they have given their consent.  
 
Your patient’s partner must sign the form themselves. They may not direct someone else to complete 
and sign the form for them.  
 
The partner may change their consent at any time by submitting a new copy of the consent form to 
change their consent. You should record in the patient notes where a person has changed their consent. 
 

Section 3 – Your consent 
 
At section 3.1, your patient’s partner can say whether, in the event of their death, they would like to be 
registered as the legal parent of any child born from treatment (with embryos created before your patient’s 
death and provided to their partner after their death). This will mean that their name, place of birth and 
occupation can be entered on the register of births as the legal parent. For more information about this, 
they should seek their own legal advice. 
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This document should be used in conjunction with ‘Consent forms: a guide for clinic staff,’ which is available on our website. Table one lists all of our 

consent forms and outlines who should complete them. The forms are colour-coded: the male forms are green, the female forms are purple, the forms 

for both women and men are orange and surrogacy forms are blue. You can find all of these on our website. Table two outlines a number of treatment 

scenarios and which consent forms should be completed in each case. This is for illustrative purposes only, it does not cover all treatment scenarios and 

you should consider each patient’s individual situation before deciding which consent forms should be completed. 

 

Form type Name of form Abbreviation Who should complete this form? 

Treatment 

Women’s consent to treatment and storage 

form (IVF and ICSI) 

WT Women who are having fertility treatment using embryos created in vitro 

with their own eggs. This may be IVF or ICSI. 

Men’s consent to treatment and storage form 

(IVF and ICSI) 

MT Men whose partner is having fertility treatment using embryos created in 

vitro with their sperm. 

Your consent to the use of your sperm in 

artificial insemination 

MGI Men whose partner is having artificial insemination. This may be IUI or 

GIFT using their sperm. 

Your consent to the use of your eggs in GIFT WGI Women having GIFT using their own eggs. 

Storage 

Your consent to the storage of your eggs or 

sperm 

GS Women and men who want to store their eggs or sperm. They will need to 

complete a treatment form if they want to use their eggs or sperm for 

treatment. 

Your consent to extending the storage of your 

eggs or sperm beyond 10 years 

LGS Women and men who want to extend the storage period of their eggs or 

sperm for longer than 10 years (up to 55 years). It is not for patients 

storing for the first time; the GS form should instead be completed.*  

Your consent to extending the storage of your 

embryos beyond 10 years 

ES Women and men who already have embryos in storage and who wish to 

extend their current storage period beyond 10 years. It should not be filled 

in if they are storing embryos for the first time; the WT or MT form should 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/2504.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/2504.html
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Form type Name of form Abbreviation Who should complete this form? 

instead be completed.*  

Donation 

Your consent to donating your sperm MD Men donating sperm for the treatment of others, including for use in a 

surrogacy arrangement where the donor is not the intended father, or for 

training purposes. 

Your consent to donating your eggs WD Women donating eggs for the treatment of others including for use in a 

surrogacy arrangement where the donor is neither the surrogate nor 

intended parent, or for training purposes.  

Your consent to donating embryos ED People (male or female) who are donating embryos for the treatment of 

others or for training purposes.  

Surrogacy 

Men’s consent to the use and storage of 

sperm or embryos for surrogacy 

MSG Men commissioning a surrogacy arrangement who are providing sperm or 

embryos (created in vitro with their sperm) to a surrogate. 

Women’s consent to the use and storage of 

eggs or embryos for surrogacy 

WSG Women commissioning a surrogacy arrangement who are providing their 

eggs or embryos (created in vitro with their eggs) to the surrogate. 

Your consent to being the legal parent in 

surrogacy 

SPP People (male or female) commissioning a surrogacy arrangement who 

wish to be nominated as the other legal parent of the child, together with 

their surrogate. Your patient can only complete this form if: he is the 

intended father but is not the biological father eg, an intended father using 

donor sperm (or embryos created using donor sperm); he is the male 

partner of the biological father; or she is an intended female parent. 

Your consent (as a surrogate) nominating an 

intended parent to be the legal parent 

SWP Surrogates who wish to nominate one of the intended parents 

commissioning the surrogacy arrangement (other than the biological 

father) to be the legal parent of any child born as a result of treatment. The 

surrogate should not be married or in a civil partnership (unless their 

spouse or civil partner does not consent to their treatment). 

Disclosure  

of 

information 

Your consent to disclosing identifying 

information (full version, part one – general 

purposes and part two – research purposes) 

CD Patients (and their partners, if relevant) receiving fertility treatment, egg, 

sperm and embryo donors, and patients who are storing their eggs, sperm 

or embryos for their treatment or their partner’s future treatment. 

Parenthood 

Your consent to your partner being the legal 

parent 

WP Women receiving treatment using donor sperm, or embryos created in 

vitro with donor sperm, who want their partner to become the legal parent 

of any child born as a result of treatment. They should not be married to, or 

in a civil partnership with, their partner. 
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Form type Name of form Abbreviation Who should complete this form? 

Your consent to being the legal parent PP People (male or female) whose partner is receiving treatment using donor 

sperm, or embryos created in vitro using donor sperm, and they wish to be 

the legal parent of any child born from their partner’s treatment. 

Your consent to being registered as the legal 

parent in the event of your death 

PBR Married or civil partnered people (male or female) whose partner is 

receiving treatment using embryos created in vitro using donor sperm and 

either her own or donor eggs, who wish to be registered as the legal 

parent to any child born if they die before embryos (that were created 

before their death) are transferred to their partner. 

Withdrawal/  

stating lack 

of consent 

Withdrawing your consent  WC People who wish to withdraw their consent to the use or storage of their 

eggs, sperm or embryos. It can also be used by patients withdrawing their 

consent to their partner being the legal parent of any child born as a result 

of treatment, or by the patient’s partner to withdraw their consent to being 

the legal parent of any child born as a result of their partner’s treatment. 

Withdrawing consent to legal parenthood can only happen if donor sperm 

or embryos are being used and the couple are not married or in a civil 

partnership. 

Surrogacy – withdrawing your consent SWC People commissioning a surrogacy arrangement, surrogates, or partners 

of surrogates, who wish to withdraw their consent to: the use or storage of 

their eggs, sperm or embryos; being nominated as the legal parent of any 

child born as a result of the surrogacy treatment; or the intended parent 

commissioning the surrogacy being the nominated legal parent of any child 

born as a result of treatment. 

Stating your spouse or civil partner’s lack of 

consent 

LC Women having fertility treatment with donor sperm or embryos who do not 

want their spouse or civil partner to be treated as the legal parent of any 

child born from their treatment because they do not consent to their 

treatment (a lack of consent). 

 
* The LGS and ES forms are also not for patients who are changing the period of time they consent to store their gametes or embryos within the first 10-
year standard storage period. Instead they should revise the storage period on the original form they completed (eg, GS/MT/WT) by completing another 
copy of that form. 
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  Type of form 

 Treatment Storage 

 

Donation Surrogacy  Parenthood Withdrawal of 

consent 

Scenario WT MT MG

I 

WG

I 

GS LG

S 

ES 

 

MD WD ED MS

G 

WS

G 

SP

P 

SW

P 

CD WP PP PB

R 

WC SW

C 

LC 

1. Married man and woman 

seeking IVF/ICSI treatment 

using their own gametes. 

                     

2. Married man and woman 

seeking IVF/ICSI treatment 

using own eggs and donor 

sperm. 

       D              

3. Unmarried man and woman 

seeking IVF/ICSI treatment 

using own eggs and donor 

sperm. 

       D              

4. Unmarried/ not in a civil 

partnership female same sex 

couple seeking IVF/ICSI 

treatment using own eggs and 

donor sperm. 

       D              

5. Married/civil partnered 

female same sex couple 

seeking IVF/ICSI treatment 

using own eggs and donor 

sperm. 

       D              

6. Married/civil partnered 

female same sex couple 
       D              
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  Type of form 

 Treatment Storage 

 

Donation Surrogacy  Parenthood Withdrawal of 

consent 

seeking IVF/ICSI treatment 

using donor sperm. Woman 

wishes to donate her eggs to 

her partner. 

7. Man storing sperm before 

undergoing chemotherapy. He 

only wishes to store sperm, not 

to consent to treatment. He 

has no partner. 

                     

8. Woman is prematurely 

infertile following 

chemotherapy; originally 

consented to store her eggs 

for five years, now wishes to 

extend storage for another 10 

years (15 years in total).  

                     

9. Man and woman 

commissioning a surrogacy 

arrangement using their own 

gametes. The commissioning 

woman wants to be the second 

legal parent of the child when 

born. The surrogate is single. 

             S        

10. Man and woman have 

embryos in storage. The man, 

woman, or both, wish to 

withdraw consent to their use 

and storage. 

                     

11. Man donating sperm for 

the treatment of others in IVF.  
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  Type of form 

 Treatment Storage 

 

Donation Surrogacy  Parenthood Withdrawal of 

consent 

12. Married man and woman 

seeking GIFT treatment using 

their own gametes. 

                     

13. A man commissioning a 

surrogacy arrangement 

withdrawing consent to the use 

of his sperm. 

                     

14. A woman who is separated 

(but not yet divorced) from her 

husband and seeking IVF 

treatment with sperm from her 

new partner. The husband is 

uncontactable and she wishes 

to demonstrate his lack of 

consent to her treatment▲ 

                     

15. A married couple 

commissions a surrogacy 

arrangement. The embryo is 

created using a donor egg and 

sperm provided by the 

husband commissioning the 

surrogacy arrangement. The 

surrogate is single.  

              s
* 

       

D The gamete donor to complete; S The surrogate to complete 
* Only one of the intended parents will be the legal parent when the child is born, and will acquire parental responsibility when registered on the birth 
certificate. The married couple will need to decide who will be nominated as the second legal parent when the child is born and consequently who fills in 
the SPP form. If the intended father who has provided sperm wishes to be the second legal parent neither he nor the surrogate needs to consent to this as 
he will automatically be recognised as the legal father under common law (as long as the surrogate is not married or in a civil partnership to someone 
else). If the couple decide that the intended mother wishes to be nominated as the second legal parent both the intended mother and surrogate will need to 
consent to this.  
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▲The fact that your patient has completed this form may not necessarily mean that her estranged husband will not be the legal father. If a dispute arose, 
the woman could use this form to help demonstrate her husband’s lack of consent at the time of her treatment. If your patient is completing this form, you 
should strongly advise her to seek legal advice about parenthood before undergoing treatment.



Error! Reference source not found. Error! Reference source not 
found. 

HFEA centre reference Other relevant forms 

 
 
 

This form is produced by the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA), the UK’s 
independent regulator of fertility treatment and human embryo research. For more information about us, 
visit www.hfea.gov.uk. 

Fill in this form if you are: 

 married or in a civil partnership with your partner who is undergoing treatment, and 

 your partner is receiving treatment using embryos created outside the body (in vitro) using donor 

sperm and either her own or donor eggs, and 

 you wish to be registered as the legal parent to any child born if you die before embryos (that were 

created before your death) are transferred to your partner.  

You must sign the form yourself. You may not direct someone else to complete and sign the form for 

you.  

If you are using donor sperm but are not married or in a civil partnership you should complete the 

HFEA consent to legal parenthood (PP) form and not this form. 

If an embryo is transferred to your partner while you are alive then as long as you and your partner are 

married or in a civil partnership you will automatically be the legal parent of any child born. However, this 

would not be the case in the unfortunate event that you died before embryo transfer took place. By law, 

you must give your written consent if you want to be registered as the legal parent of any child born from 

embryos that have been created before your death that are transferred to your partner after your death. 

That’s what this form is for.  

While it may be something you prefer not to think about, it’s important that you do. It’s not something that 

happens very often, but it can happen. 

 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/
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Patient number    
 

 

 

Make sure that your clinic has given you all the relevant information you need to make fully informed 

decisions. This includes: 

 information about: 

– the implications of giving your consent 

– the consequences of making changes to this consent, and 

– how and when you can make changes to your consent, 

 an opportunity to have counselling. 

This is a complex subject, if you are unsure about anything, or think that you have not been given all of 

this information, please speak to your clinic. There is a declaration at the end of this form which you must 

sign to confirm you have received this information. If you do not receive this information before filling in 

this form, your consent may be invalid. 

This consent only applies to embryos created with donor sperm before your death. If embryos are created 

with donor sperm after your death, it is not possible for you to be named as the father or second legal 

parent, even if you have given your consent.  

When filling in this form, make sure you sign the declaration on every page to confirm you have read 

the page and fully agree with the consent and information given. Also ensure that you have ticked all 

the boxes relevant to you. When you have completed the form you may request a copy of it from your 

clinic.
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Patient number    
 
 

 

 

 

First name(s)       Surname      

   

  

Date of birth      NHS/CHI/HCN/passport number (please circle) 

 

 

 

Your partner’s first name(s)     Your partner’s surname    

     

  

Your partner’s date of birth     Your partner’s NHS/CHI/HCN/passport number  

 

 

 

If you die after embryos have been created using donor sperm for your partner’s treatment, but before 

your partner has the embryos transferred, then you are only able to be registered as the parent of the 

resulting child if you have consented to this in writing. This is known as posthumous birth registration. 

 

By ticking yes, you consent to the following: 

– I consent to my name, place of birth and occupation being entered on the register of births as 

the legal parent of any child born from my partner’s treatment.  

The register is kept under the Birth and Deaths Registration Act 1953, or the Births and 

Deaths Registration (Northern Ireland) Order 1976, or the Registration of Births, Deaths and 

Marriages (Scotland) Act 1965. 

– I also consent to my information (relating to my partner’s treatment) being disclosed to one of 

the following registrars: 

– the Registrar General for England and Wales 

– the Registrar General for Scotland 

– the Registrar for Northern Ireland. 

Please note that being recorded in the register of births as the legal parent of a child born from 

your partner’s treatment does not transfer any inheritance or other legal rights to the child. 

☐ Yes  ☐ No  
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Patient number    
 
 

 

 

 

Please sign and date the declaration.  

 I declare that I am the person named in section one of this form. 

 I declare that: 

– before I completed this form, I was given information about the different options set out in this form, 

and I was given an opportunity to have counselling 

– the implications of giving my consent, and the consequences of changing this consent, have been 

fully explained to me, and 

– I understand that I can make changes to my consent at any point until the time of embryo transfer. 

 I declare that the information I have given on this form is correct and complete. 

 I understand that information on this form may be processed and shared for the purposes of, and in 

connection with, the conduct of licensable activities under the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 

1990 (as amended) in accordance with the provisions of that act. 

Your signature      Date       

 

 
 

 

 

 



Code of Practice update (April 2017) Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority  
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Version 5.0 
 

On this page 
Mandatory requirements 
Extracts from the HFE Act 
Directions 
 
HFEA guidance 
Selection of egg and sperm providers 
Benefits 
Information 
Consent 
Counselling 
Confidentiality 
Benefits in kind agreements 
Agreement between a licensed centre and a gamete provider 
Agreement between a licensed centre and a recipient 
Benefits in kind for research 
 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 

 
Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 

12  (e) that no money or other benefit shall be given or received in respect of any supply of 
gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos unless authorised by Directions. 

 
Directions 
 
0001 – Gamete and embryo donation 
 
Gamete donors may receive licensed services, such as treatment, storage, or access to licensed 
services, in return for supplying gametes or mitochondria for donation (including mitochondrial donation). 
Egg or mitochondrial donors who receive a benefit should be provided with that benefit in the course of 
the donation cycle unless there is a medical reason why they cannot be. 
 
HFEA guidance 
Selection of egg and sperm providers 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/188.html
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12.1 Where relevant, the possibility of donating gametes for fertility treatment, mitochondrial donation 

or research should be raised before a potential donor’s treatment begins. Patients should not be 
put under pressure or unduly influenced to donate gametes or embryos. 

12.2 The centre should, as appropriate, treat gamete providers receiving benefits in kind in the same 
way as other potential gamete donors. 

 
12.3 The centre should ensure that: 

 
(a)  care is taken when selecting egg and sperm providers donating for benefits in kind 
(b)  egg and sperm providers are fully assessed and medically suitable, and 
(c)  the benefit offered is the most suitable for the egg or sperm provider and recipient(s) (where 

relevant). 
 

See also 
Guidance note 8 – Welfare of the child  
Guidance note 11 – Donor recruitment, assessment and screening 

 
Benefits 
 
12.4 Centres may offer benefits in kind, in the form of reduced-price or free licensed services (for 

example, fertility treatment or storage) or quicker access to those services, in return for providing 
eggs or sperm for fertility treatment or mitochondrial donation. 

 
12.5 If benefits in the form of licensed services are offered to an egg provider (including mitochondrial 

donor), they should be given in connection with the cycle in which eggs are supplied for a 
recipient’s treatment unless there is a clinical reason to defer those benefits providing treatment 
to the egg provider at this stage could be harmful or there is a clinical reason(s) to defer 
treatment to the egg provider. In the latter circumstances only, the egg provider may choose to 
donate all the eggs collected in the initial cycle and receive the benefits in a subsequent cycle. 
This excludes cases where a lower number of eggs have been collected than is needed for a 
benefits in kind arrangement. 

 
 Where deferring treatment to the egg provider is appropriate, the egg provider may choose to 

donate all the eggs collected in the initial cycle and receive the benefits in a subsequent cycle. 
 

See also 
Guidance note 11 – Donor recruitment, assessment and screening 

 
Information 
 
12.6 The centre should provide women receiving eggs or sperm with the same information as other 

people seeking treatment with donated gametes. Also, before treatment begins, the centre should 
give the gamete provider and the recipient the following written information setting out: 

 
(a)  the criteria for selecting people providing and receiving gametes in exchange for benefits in 

kind 
(b)  how the centre proposes to distribute the gametes between the provider and the 

recipient(s) (where relevant) 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/5473.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/498.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/498.html
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(c)  the screening that the gamete provider in a benefit in kind arrangement will undergo 
(d)  the terms of the agreement to be made 
(e)  the law relating to consent, in particular the rights of a person providing gametes to vary or 

withdraw consent, and the implications of doing so, and 
(f)  available alternative treatment options. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent  
Guidance note 5 – Consent to treatment, storage, donation and disclosure of information 
Guidance note 11 – Donor recruitment, assessment and screening 

 
Consent 
 
12.7 The person obtaining consent should ensure that the gamete provider’s consent is recorded so 

that different conditions can be placed on: 
 
(a)  the use or storage of the gametes, and the use and storage of embryos created for the 

gamete provider’s own treatment, and 
(b)  the use of eggs or sperm, and the use and storage of embryos created for the treatment of 

the recipient(s). 
 
These conditions should be able to be varied independently of each other. 
 

12.8 The person obtaining consent should tell the gamete provider and recipient(s) that the gamete 
provider may withdraw or vary their consent up to when the gametes or embryo(s) are: 
 
(a)  transferred to a woman 
(b)  used in a research project (defined as being under the control of the researchers and being 

cultured for use in research) 
(c)  used for training, or 
(d)  allowed to perish. 
 
If the gamete provider is providing gametes or embryos solely for use in mitochondrial donation 
treatment, the donor cannot withdraw or vary their consent once the patient’s nuclear DNA has 
been inserted into their egg or embryo. 
 
The possible consequences of this should: 
 
(a)  be made clear to the gamete provider and the recipient(s) before the treatment begins, and 
(b)  be set out in the written patient information included with the benefits in kind agreement.  
 

12.9 The gamete provider should be given enough time to consider the implications of donating, 
before the donation is used. 
 

12.10 If either the gamete provider or the recipient in a benefits in kind arrangement withdraws their 
consent to treatment after preparation has begun, the centre should bear any financial loss it 
sustains as a result. 

 

See also 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/335.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/336.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/498.html
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Guidance note 5 – Consent to treatment, storage, donation and disclosure of information 
Consent forms 

 
Counselling 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements      12A 
The centre must offer anyone intending to participate in a benefits in kind arrangement the opportunity 
for counselling. 

 
12.11 The counselling of those intending to participate in a benefits in kind arrangement should accord 

with the guidance from the British Infertility Counselling Association. 
 

See also 
Guidance note 3 – Counselling 

 
Confidentiality 
 
12.12 In addition to following standard procedures for protecting patient and donor confidentiality, the 

centre should ensure it keeps all notes, facilities and procedures for the gamete provider 
separate from those for the recipient(s) (where relevant). Care should be taken to ensure that 
confidentiality is not compromised, for example, if the gamete provider and recipient(s) are 
treated at the same centre at the same time. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 30 – Confidentiality and privacy  

 
Benefits in kind agreements 
 
12.13 The centre should draw up separate agreements with the gamete provider and with recipient(s). 

These agreements should be consistent with each other. The centre should abide by the terms 
of benefits in kind agreements it has made. 

 
Agreement between a licensed centre and a gamete provider 
 
12.14 When drawing up agreements between the centre and gamete providers, centres should seek 

legal advice. 
 
12.15 The agreement between the centre and the gamete provider should set out all the terms of the 

arrangement. It should identify clearly the gamete provider and the centre, and be signed by both 
parties. 

 
12.16 The agreement should include a statement confirming: 
 

(a)  that any patient who has consented to providing eggs or sperm for the treatment of others 
in licensed treatment under the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) will not be the legal parent of 
any resulting child/(ren) 

(b)  what information will be available to the gamete provider about the recipient and the 
outcome of her treatment, for example the number and sex of any resulting children, and 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/336.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/9939.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/345.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3479.html
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(c)  what information will be available to the recipient about the gamete provider and the 
outcome of the treatment, for example the number and sex of any resulting children. 

 
12.17 The agreement should include a full description of what the benefits in kind are expected to 

involve, including: 
 

(a)  the number of treatment cycles or length of storage covered by the agreement, and 
(b)  the expected waiting time for treatment. 

 
12.18 The agreement should include a statement from the egg or sperm provider confirming that they 

have: 
 
(a)  had an opportunity to talk with a member of staff qualified to explain the procedures 

involved in providing gametes as part of a benefits in kind arrangement 
(b)  received verbal and written information about the treatment 
(c)  received all the appropriate information listed in the relevant parts of this Code of Practice 
(d)  been offered counselling about the implications of the treatment, and 
(e)  been made aware of the screening that will be done before treatment begins. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent 
Guidance note 11 – Donor recruitment, assessment and screening  

 
12.19 The agreement should include a statement confirming: 

 
(a)  that the centre has obtained the patient’s consent to the treatment 
(b)  that the centre has recorded appropriately the gamete provider’s consent to the use of their 

gametes and to the creation, use and storage of embryos from the gametes 
(c)  that the agreement does not override the terms of paragraph 4A of Schedule 3 to the HFE 

Act 1990 (as amended). This states that the gamete provider may withdraw or vary their 
consent about any embryo created using their gametes at any time, until that embryo is: 

 
i)  transferred to a woman 
ii)  used in a research project 
iii)  used in training, or 
iv)  allowed to perish 
v)  in the case of mitochondrial donation, up until the nuclear DNA of the patient is 

inserted into the donor egg or the nuclear DNA taken from the patient’s embryo is 
inserted into the donor embryo. 

 
(d)  the consequences of any variation or withdrawal of consent, and the liability of the parties 

involved to pay any resulting extra charges. 
 

12.20 The agreement should include a statement setting out: 
 
(a)  what charges (if any) the gamete provider is expected to pay to the treatment centre, and 
(b)  if the gamete provider’s treatment or storage of their gametes is provided at a discount, the 

circumstances under which they would be liable for the full cost of this treatment or 
storage, and the amount they would have to pay. 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/335.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/498.html
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NOTE: If too few eggs are collected for use in a benefits in kind agreement, the woman should be given 
the option of using or storing all the eggs for her own treatment, at the agreed discount. 

 
12.21 The agreement should include full details of the proposed arrangements for distributing the eggs 

or sperm between the provider and recipient(s), including: 
 
(a)  the minimum number of eggs required for a benefits in kind arrangement 
(b)  the number of recipients among whom the eggs or sperm will be shared (which for eggs 

should be no more than two, excluding the egg provider), and 
(c)  how the gametes will be distributed between the provider and recipient(s). 

 
Agreement between a licensed centre and a recipient 
 
12.22 When drawing up agreements between the centre and recipient, centres should seek legal 

advice. 
 
12.23 The agreement between the centre and the recipient should set out all the terms of the 

arrangement. It should identify clearly the recipient and the centre, and be signed by both parties. 
 
12.24 The agreement should include a statement confirming: 
 

(a)  that anyone who has consented to providing eggs or sperm for the treatment of others in 
licensed treatment under the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) will not be the legal parent of any 
resulting child/(ren) 

(b)  the information that will be available to the egg or sperm provider about the recipient and 
the outcome of her treatment, for example the number and sex of any resulting children, 
and 

(c)  the information that will be available to the recipient about the egg or sperm provider and 
the outcome of the treatment, for example the number and sex of any resulting children, 
and the information that will be available to any children of the recipient about the egg or 
sperm provider, including: 

 
i)  information recorded on the HFEA Register that the children are entitled to receive, 

and 
ii)  the circumstances under which they may receive such information. 

 
12.25 The agreement should set out what the treatment is expected to involve, including: 
 

(a)  the number of treatment cycles 
(b)  the expected waiting time for treatment, and 
(c)  that a proportion of the eggs collected from the egg provider will be used for the provider’s 

own treatment. 
 
12.26  The agreement should include a statement from the recipient confirming that she has: 
 

(a)  had an opportunity to discuss with an experienced member of the centre’s staff the 
procedures involved in receiving eggs or sperm as part of a benefits in kind arrangement 

(b)  received verbal and written information about her treatment 
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(c)  received all the appropriate information listed in the relevant parts of this Code of Practice 
(written information should be attached to the agreement) 

(d)  been offered counselling about the implications of the treatment, and 
(e)  been informed about the screening that the egg or sperm provider has undergone and the 

limitations of that screening in avoiding transmissible conditions. 
 

See also 
Guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent 
Guidance note 11 – Donor recruitment, assessment and screening 
Guidance note 20 – Donor assisted conception 

 
12.27 The agreement should include a statement confirming that the agreement does not override the 

terms of paragraph 4A of Schedule 3 to the HFE Act 1990 (as amended). This states that the egg 
or sperm provider may withdraw or vary their consent about any embryo created using their eggs 
or sperm at any time until that embryo is: 

 
(a)  transferred to a woman 
(b)  used in a research project 
(c)  used in training, or 
(d)  allowed to perish. 
 
In the case of mitochondrial donation, up until the nuclear DNA of the patient is inserted into the 
donor egg or the nuclear DNA taken from the patient’s embryo is inserted into the donor embryo. 
 

12.28 The agreement should include a statement describing: 
 
(a)  what charges the egg recipient is expected to pay to the centre, and 
(b)  what treatment these charges will cover. 
 

12.29 The agreement should set out the proposed arrangements for distributing the eggs between the 
provider and recipient(s), including: 
 
(a)  the minimum number of eggs required for the benefits in kind arrangement 
(b)  the number of recipients among whom the eggs or sperm will be shared (which for eggs 

should be no more than two, excluding the egg provider), and 
(c)  how the eggs or sperm will be allocated between the provider and recipient(s). 
 

Benefits in kind for research 
 
12.30 As outlined in the previous sections, the centre should draw up agreements between the centre 

and the gamete provider, and the centre and the recipient (in this case, the research group), 
including all relevant information. 

 
12.31 If gametes are being donated to research through a benefits in kind agreement, the centre must 

ensure that the eggs are divided between the donor and the recipient (the research project) by 
someone not directly involved in the research project. 

 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/334.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/498.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3465.html
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12.32 If a centre offers benefits in kind in exchange for donating gametes to fertility treatment, 
mitochondrial donation and to research, equal benefits in kind should be available. This ensures 
there is no advantage in donating to one recipient rather than the other. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 22 – Research and training 

 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 
BICA Guidelines for Good Practice in Infertility Counselling (2008) 
Clinic Focus article: Guidance on egg giving (March 2016) 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3468.html
http://www.bica.net/books/guidelines-good-practice-infertility-counselling
http://www.bica.net/books/guidelines-good-practice-infertility-counselling
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NOTE: Changes related to instances where consent to storage is not required are highlighted in red; 
deletions are highlighted in yellow.  
 

Version 9.0 
 

On this page 
Mandatory requirements 
Extracts from the HFE Act 
Extracts from licence conditions 
Directions 
Regulations 
 
HFEA guidance 
Consent to use and storage of gametes and embryos 
Procedure for obtaining consent 
Recording consent and related information 
Additional consent requirements for storing gametes and embryos 
Additional consent requirements for those participating in a benefits in kind agreement 
Consent to examination and treatment 
Consent to the presence of observers 
Consent to disclose identifying information 
Cases where consent is not required for storage 
Competence 
Variation and withdrawal of consent 
 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 

 

Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
12 General Conditions 
 

(1)  The following shall be conditions of every licence granted under this Act - 
 

…(c) except in relation to the use of gametes in the course of providing basic partner 
treatment services, that the provisions of Schedule 3 to this Act shall be complied with.., 

 
Schedule 3 - Consent to use or storage of gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos etc 
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1  (1)  A consent under this Schedule, and any notice under paragraph 4 varying or withdrawing 
a consent under this Schedule, must be in writing and, subject to sub-paragraph (2), must 
be signed by the person giving it. 

 
(2)  A consent under this Schedule by a person who is unable to sign because of illness, injury 

or physical disability (a “person unable to sign”), and any notice under paragraph 4 by a 
person unable to sign varying or withdrawing a consent under this Schedule, is to be 
taken to comply with the requirement of sub-paragraph (1) as to signature if it is signed at 
the direction of the person unable to sign, in the presence of the person unable to sign 
and in the presence of at least one witness who attests the signature. 

 
(3)  In this Schedule “effective consent” means a consent under this Schedule which has not 

been withdrawn. 
 

2  (1)  A consent to the use of any embryo must specify one or more of the following purposes - 
 
(a) use in providing treatment services to the person giving consent, or that person and 
another specified person together, 
(b) use in providing treatment services to persons not including the person giving consent, 
(ba) use for the purpose of training persons in embryo biopsy, embryo storage or other 
embryological techniques, or 
(c) use for the purposes of any project of research, 
and may specify conditions subject to which the embryo may be so used. 

 
(2)  A consent to the storage of any gametes, any embryo or any human admixed embryo 

must - 
 
(a) specify the maximum period of storage (if less than the statutory storage period), 
(b) except in a case falling within paragraph (c), state what is to be done with the 
gametes, embryo or human admixed embryo if the person who gave the consent dies or 
is unable, because the person lacks capacity to do so, to vary the terms of the consent or 
to withdraw it,and 
(c) where the consent is given by virtue of paragraph 8(2ZA) or 13(2), state what is to be 
done with the embryo or human admixed embryo if the person to whom the consent 
relates dies, 
 
and may (in any case) specify conditions subject to which the gametes, embryo or human 
admixed embryo may remain in storage. 

 
(2A)  A consent to the use of a person’s human cells to bring about the creation in vitro of an 

embryo or human admixed embryo is to be taken unless otherwise stated to include 
consent to the use of the cells after the person’s death. 

 
(2B)  In relation to Scotland, the reference in sub-paragraph (2)(b) to the person lacking 

capacity is to be read as a reference to the person - 
 
(a) lacking capacity within the meaning of the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 1991, 
or 
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(b) being incapable within the meaning of section 1(6) of the Adults with Incapacity 
(Scotland) Act 2000. 

 
(3)  A consent under this Schedule must provide for such other matters as the Authority may 

specify in Directions. 
 
(4)  A consent under this Schedule may apply - 

 
(a) to the use or storage of a particular embryo or human admixed embryo, or 
(b) in the case of a person providing gametes or human cells, to the use or storage of – 

(i) any embryo or human admixed embryo whose creation may be brought about 
using those gametes or those cells, and 
(ii) any embryo or human admixed embryo whose creation may be brought about 
using such an embryo or human admixed embryo. 

 
(5)  In the case of a consent falling within sub-paragraph (4)(b), the terms of the consent may 

be varied, or the consent may be withdrawn, in accordance with this Schedule either 
generally or in relation to – 
 
(a) a particular embryo or particular embryos, or 
(b) a particular human admixed embryo or particular human admixed embryos. 

 
Cases where consent not required for storage 

 
9     (1)  The gametes of a person (“C”) may be kept in storage without C’s consent if the following 

conditions are met. 
 
(2)  Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by C before C attains 

the age of 18 years. 
 
(3)  Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner 

certifies in writing that C is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion 
of the registered medical practitioner - 

 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of C’s fertility, and 
(b) the storage of the gametes is in C’s best interests. 

 
(4)  Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, either - 
 

(a) C has not attained the age of 16 years and is not competent to deal with the issue of 
consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) C has attained that age but, although not lacking capacity to consent to the storage of 
the gametes, is not competent to deal with the issue of consent to their storage. 

 
(5)  Condition D is that C has not, since becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent 

to the storage of the gametes- 
 

(a) given consent under this Schedule to the storage of the gametes, or 
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(b) given written notice to the person keeping the gametes that C does not wish them to 
continue to be stored. 

 
(6)  In relation to Scotland, sub-paragraphs (1) to (5) are to be read with the following 

modifications - 
 

(a) for sub-paragraph (4), substitute - 
“(4) Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, C does not have 
capacity (within the meaning of section 2(4) of the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 
1991) to consent to the storage of the gametes.”, and 
(b) in sub-paragraph (5), for “becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent to the 
storage of the gametes” substitute “acquiring such capacity”. 

 
10    (1)  The gametes of a person (“P”) may be kept in storage without P’s consent if the 

following conditions are met. 
 
(2)  Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by P after P has 

attained the age of 16 years. 
 
(3)  Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner 

certifies in writing that P is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion 
of the registered medical practitioner - 

 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of P’s fertility, 
(b) P lacks capacity to consent to the storage of the gametes, 
(c) P is likely at some time to have that capacity, and 
(d) the storage of the gametes is in P’s best interests. 

 
(4)  Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, P lacks capacity to 

consent to their storage. 
 
(5)  Condition D is that P has not subsequently, at a time when P has capacity to give a 

consent under this Schedule - 
 

(a) given consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the person keeping the gametes that P does not wish them to 
continue to be stored. 

 
(6)  In relation to Scotland - 
 

(a) references in sub-paragraphs (3) and (4) to P lacking capacity to consent are to be 
read as references to P being incapable, within the meaning of section 1(6) of the Adults 
with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000, of giving such consent, 
(b) the references in sub-paragraphs (3) and (5) to P having capacity are to be read as 
references to P not being so incapable, and 
(c) that Act applies to the storage of gametes under this paragraph to the extent specified 
in section 84A of that Act. 
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11     A person’s gametes must not be kept in storage by virtue of paragraph 9 or 10 after the 
person’s death. 

 
Procedure for giving consent 

 
3  (1)  Before a person gives consent under this Schedule - 

 
(a) he must be given a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the 
implications of taking the proposed steps, and 
(b) he must be provided with such relevant information as is proper. 

 
(2)  Before a person gives consent under this Schedule he must be informed of the effect of 

paragraph 4 and, if relevant, paragraph 4A below. 
 

Use of gametes for treatment of others 
 

5  (1)  A person's gametes must not be used for the purposes of treatment services or non-
medical fertility services unless there is an effective consent by that person to their being 
so used and they are used in accordance with the terms of the consent. 

 
(2)  A person's gametes must not be received for use for those purposes unless there is an 

effective consent by that person to their being so used. 
 
(3)  This paragraph does not apply to the use of a person's gametes for the purpose of that 

person, or that person and another together, receiving treatment services. 
 

In vitro fertilisation and subsequent use of embryo 
 

6  (1)  A person's gametes or human cells must not be used to bring about the creation of any 
embryo in vitro unless there is an effective consent by that person to any embryo, the 
creation of which may be brought about with the use of those gametes or human cells, 
being used for one or more of the purposes mentioned in paragraph 2(1)(a), (b) and (c) 
above. 

 
(2)  An embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro must not be received by any 

person unless there is an effective consent by each relevant person in relation to the 
embryo to the use for one or more of the purposes mentioned in paragraph 2(1) (a), (b), 
(ba) and (c) above of the embryo. 

 
(3)  An embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro must not be used for any 

purpose unless there is an effective consent by each relevant person in relation to the 
embryo to the use for that purpose of the embryo and the embryo is used in accordance 
with those consents. 

 
(3E)  For the purposes of sub-paragraphs (2), (3) and (3ZB) each of the following is a relevant 

person in relation to an embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro (“embryo 
A”) - 
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(a) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
embryo A, 
(b) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any other embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was used to 
bring about the creation of embryo A, and 
(c) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any human admixed embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was 
used to bring about the creation of embryo A. 

 
(4)  Any consent required by this paragraph is in addition to any consent that may be required 

by paragraph 5 above. 
 

Embryos obtained by lavage, etc 
 

7 (1)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be used for any purpose unless there is an 
effective consent by her to the use of the embryo for that purpose and it is used in 
accordance with the consent. 

 
(2)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be received by any person for use for any 

purpose unless there is an effective consent by her to the use of the embryo for that 
purpose. 

 
(3)  Sub-paragraphs (1) and (2) do not apply to the use, for the purpose of providing a woman 

with treatment services, of an embryo taken from her. 
 
(4)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be used to bring about the creation of any 

embryo in vitro or any human admixed embryo in vitro. 
 

Storage of gametes and embryos 
 

8  (1)  A person's gametes must not be kept in storage unless there is an effective consent by 
that person to their storage and they are stored in accordance with the consent. 

 
(2)  An embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro must not be kept in storage 

unless there is an effective consent, by each relevant person in relation to the embryo, to 
the storage of the embryo and the embryo is stored in accordance with those consents… 

 
(2C)  For the purposes of sub-paragraphs (2) and (2A) each of the following is a relevant 

person in relation to an embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro (“embryo 
A”) - 

 
(a) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
embryo A, 
(b) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any other embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was used to 
bring about the creation of embryo A, and 
(c) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any human admixed embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was 
used to bring about the creation of embryo A. 
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(3)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be kept in storage unless there is an effective 

consent by her to its storage and it is stored in accordance with the consent. 
 
(4)  Sub-paragraph (1) has effect subject to paragraphs 9 and 10; and sub-paragraph (2) has 

effect subject to paragraphs 4A(4), 16 and 20. 
 

Interpretation 
 

16  (6)  References in this Schedule to capacity are, in relation to England and Wales, to be read 
in accordance with the Mental Capacity Act 2005. 

 
Licence conditions 
 
T57  Gametes or embryos must not be used in the provision of treatment services (except in the use of 

gametes in the course of providing basic partner treatment services or non-medical fertility 
services) unless effective consent is in place from each gamete provider in accordance with 
Schedule 3 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended). 

 
Directions 
 
0006 – Import and export of gametes and embryos 
0007 – Consent 
 
Regulations 
 
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Special Exemptions) Regulations 1991 
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period for Embryos and Gametes) 
Regulations 2009 
 
HFEA guidance 
Consent to use and storage of gametes and embryos 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements        5A 
If no consent is in place, because the person is unable in law to provide it, or is deceased, then the 
gametes must not be procured, stored or used. The provisions in the Human Tissue Act 2004 which 
allow next of kin to provide consent to harvesting of other body tissues do not apply to gametes. 
 
It is unlawful to procure, store or use gametes without written, effective consent from the gamete 
provider. There are, however, limited circumstances in which it may be possible to store a person’s 
gametes without consent, provided that certain legal requirements are met. These are set out in 
paragraphs 9 and 10 of Schedule 3 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended) 
(see 5G). These exemptions do not include where a person has died (including cases of brain stem 
death) without providing effective consent to the storage and use of their gametes, or where the gamete 
provider lacks capacity to give consent and is not expected to gain or regain it. The provisions of the 
Human Tissue Act 2004, which allow next of kin to give consent to procure, store or use other body 
tissues of the deceased, do not apply to gametes. 
 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/docs/General_directions_0006_-_Import_and_export_of_gametes_and_embryos.pdf
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/docs/2015-10-29_-_General_directions_0007_-_Consent_-_Website_version_-__FINAL_-_PDF.pdf
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Anyone who procures, stores or uses gametes without valid and effective consent from the gamete 
provider may be committing an offence.  
 
The use of donor gametes or embryos to create more families than a donor has consented to is a breach 
of Schedule 3 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended).  
 
The law allows gametes to be stored without consent if the conditions met in paragraph 9 or 10, and 11 
of Schedule 3 of the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) are met. 
 
The law requires the centre to obtain written informed consent from a person before it performs the 
following procedures: 
 
a)  storing that person’s their gametes (exemptions are outlined in paragraphs 9 or 10 of Schedule 3 of 
the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended) in the HFE (Special Exemptions) 
Regulations 1991) 
b) using that person’s their gametes or mitochondria for the treatment of others or for nonmedical fertility 
services 
c) creating embryos in vitro with that person’s their gametes 
d) storing embryos created with that person’s their gametes 
e) using embryos created with that person’s their gametes for their own treatment, treatment of a partner 
or treatment of others 
f) using embryos created with that person’s their gametes for training people in embryo biopsy, embryo 
storage or other embryological techniques 
g) using embryos created with that person’s their gametes for any research project 
h) using that person’s their cells to create embryos for research, or 
i) creating human admixed embryos with that person’s their gametes or cells. 
 
The centre must ensure it obtains written informed consent from a person before procuring their 
gametes. If gametes are collected without proper consent, it may be considered assault. Gametes 
should not be taken from a person if written, informed consent to storage has not been obtained. 
 
The law requires that gametes stored without consent cannot be used, unless the gamete provider 
becomes competent and consents to such use. 
 
If gametes or embryos are to be transferred to a centre outside the UK, the UK centre must be satisfied 
that the requirements set out in General Directions 0006 are met. These include obtaining the consent of 
the gamete provider(s) to their export to the country in which the receiving centre is situated. Such 
consent must then be provided to the centre receiving the gametes or embryos. 
 
If gametes or embryos are to be transferred into the UK from a centre outside the UK, the person 
responsible for the UK centre must be satisfied that the requirements set out in General Directions 0006 
are met. These include the requirement that the provider has given written consent to the transfer of the 
gametes or embryos to the UK, and has not withdrawn that consent. 
 
If the provisions of General Directions 0006 cannot be met, the UK centre may need to consider apply 
for a special direction to permit import or export. 
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Further requirements and the exemptions regarding obtaining consent to the use of gametes, cells and 
embryos for research (including for the creation of admixed embryos), and the exemptions, are outlined 
in guidance note 22 – Research and training. 
 
Requirements regarding consent to parenthood are outlined in guidance note 6 – Legal parenthood, and 
General Directions 0006. 

 
5.1 The centre should obtain written informed consent from a person before it carries out the 

following procedures: 
 

a) using their gametes for their own treatment or their partner’s treatment, or 
b) using their gametes for research and training. 

 
5.2 When a woman is to undergo an egg or embryo transfer, the centre should: 
 

a) obtain her consent to the proposed number of eggs or embryos to be transferred, and 
b) record her consent in her medical records. 

 
5.3 The centre should establish and use documented procedures to ensure that no activity involving 

the handling or processing of gametes or embryos is carried out without the appropriate consent 
having been given. This should include a documented assurance process to ensure that the 
appropriate consent forms have been completed and that the completed forms contain the 
correct information, prior to treatment. 

 
5.4 If, following treatment, the centre discovers errors in the consent provided by a patient or their 

partner, particularly in relation to legal parenthood, the centre should take all reasonable steps to 
notify the affected patient at the earliest opportunity. The centre should assess the error and the 
potential impact of this and then consider what remedial actions should be taken. The centre 
should take all reasonable steps to support any affected patients (and their partner(s) if relevant) 
and offer independent legal assistance where necessary. The centre should notify the HFEA as 
soon as it becomes aware of this. 
 

 
5.5  If the centre becomes involved in a case where a partner or family member of a deceased person 

intends to make an emergency application to the High Court to permit harvesting of gametes 
without valid consent, the centre should notify the HFEA as soon as it becomes aware of this. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 15 – Procuring, processing and transporting gametes and embryos 
Guidance Note 6 – Legal Parenthood  
Chief Executive’s letter CE(12)02 – Extension of storage of gametes and embryos where one of the 
gamete providers is deceased 

 
Procedure for obtaining consent 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5B 
The law requires that before a person consents to the procedures outlined in box 5A, they should be 
given: 
 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/503.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/7254.html
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a) enough information to enable them to understand the nature, purpose and implications of their 
treatment or donation 
b) a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the implications of the steps which they are 
considering taking, and 
c) information about the procedure for varying or withdrawing any consent given, and about the 
implications of doing so. 

 
5.6 Centres should ensure that, before a person gives consent, they are given the information 

outlined in guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent. 
 
5.7 The centre should ensure that the person giving consent is able to give their consent freely. The 

centre should not pre-complete consent forms on behalf of the person giving consent. For 
example, a person giving consent to the storage of their gametes and/or embryos should be free 
to choose how long to consent to store for, within what is permitted by regulations. The centre 
should not restrict storage consent to tie in with payment or funding arrangements. Contractual 
agreements covering payment or funding should be separate to consent. Further information is 
outlined in guidance note 17 – removal of gametes and embryos within the storage period.  

 
5.8 The centre should inform anyone providing gametes that they can, if they wish, specify extra 

conditions for storing or using their gametes (or embryos created using them). 
 
5.9 The centre should give anyone seeking treatment or considering donation or storage enough time 

to reflect on their decisions before obtaining their consent. The centre should give them an 
opportunity to ask questions and receive further information, advice and guidance. 

 
5.10 If the possibility of donating gametes or embryos (including mitochondrial donation) for the 

treatment of others, or donating embryos for research or training purposes, arises during the 
course of treatment, the centre should allow potential donors enough time to consider the 
implications and to receive counselling before giving consent. 

 
5.11 The centre should ensure that consent is: 

 
a) given voluntarily (without pressure to accept treatment or agree to donation) 
b) given by a person who has capacity to do so, as defined by the Mental Capacity Act 2005 
(England and Wales), or the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 1991 and the Adults with 
Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000, and 
c) taken by a person authorised by the centre to do so. 
 
A child under the age of 16 is only able to provide consent if it has been established that he or 
she is ‘Gillick competent’ 

 
5.12 The centre should ensure that anyone giving consent declares that: 

 
a) they were given enough information to enable them to understand the nature, purpose and 
implications of the treatment or donation 
b) they were given a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the implications of 
the proposed procedures 
c) they were given information about the procedure for varying or withdrawing consent, and 
d) the information they have has given information in writing that is correct and complete. 
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5.13 Treatment centres should take all reasonable steps to verify the identity of anyone accepted for 

treatment, including partners who may not visit the centre during treatment. If a patient’s identity 
is in doubt, the centre should verify their identity, including examining photographic evidence 
such as a passport or a photocard driving licence. The centre should record this evidence in the 
patient’s medical records. Centres should re-verify the identity of a patient (and their partner, if 
applicable) if they return to the centre for subsequent treatment. 

 
5.14 To avoid the possibility of misrepresentation or mistake, the centre should check the identities of 

patients (and their partners, if applicable) against identifying information in the medical records. 
This should be done at each consultation, examination, treatment or donation. If the partner of a 
patient who is having treatment has not visited the clinic throughout the treatment, or does not 
return with the patient for subsequent treatment, centres should take reasonable steps to find out 
whether the patient’s partner still consents to their treatment. This may include contacting the 
partner to confirm that their circumstances have not changed and that their consent is therefore 
still valid. 

 
5.15 The centre should consider the needs of people whose first language is not English and those 

who face other communication barriers. Where consent is obtained, the centre should record: 
 
a) any difficulties in communicating the implications of giving consent and providing other 
information to the person (eg, language barriers or hearing impairment), and 
b) an explanation of how these difficulties were overcome (eg, the use of an independent 
interpreter). (This guidance is based on a paragraph taken from The Human Tissue Authority's 
Code of Parctice on Consent (2008)) 
 

5.16 The centre should establish and follow documented procedures to obtain written informed 
consent. 

 

See also  
Guidance note 3 – Counselling 
Guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent 
Guidance note 22 – Research and training 
Guidance note 23 – The quality management system 
Guidance note 29 – Treating people fairly 
Consent forms 

 
Recording consent and related information 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5C 
The law requires consent, or any subsequent variation or withdrawal of consent, to be in writing and 
signed by the person giving consent, except in the following situation: 
 
If the person giving consent, or varying or withdrawing consent, has the mental capacity to do so but 
cannot sign because of illness, injury or physical disability (for example, quadriplegia), they can direct 
someone to sign on their behalf, provided that: 
 
a) the person giving consent, or varying or withdrawing consent is present at the time, and 
b) the signature is also witnessed, and attested to by at least one other person. 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/345.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/335.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3468.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3472.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3478.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html
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5.17 The centre should keep a copy of a person’s signed consent form(s) (either electronically or as a 

hard copy) so that a copy can be made available to them upon request. 
 
5.18 The centre should ensure that it documents in the medical records that: 

 
a) relevant information, as outlined in guidance note 4, has been provided to the person, and 
b) the person has been offered counselling before giving consent. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent 
Guidance note 31 – Record keeping and document control 
Consent forms 

 
Additional consent requirements for storing gametes and embryos 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5D 
Written consent to the storage of gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos must: 
 
(a) specify the maximum period of storage (if less than the statutory storage period), and 
(b) state what should be done with the gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos if the person 
giving the consent dies or cannot, because of mental incapacity, withdraw or vary the terms of the 
consent. 
 
In relation to b), where consent is given following the application of the parental consent provisions in 
Schedule 3, the consent needs only to specify what is to be done with the embryo or the human admixed 
embryo if the person to whom the consent relates dies. 
 
The consent may also specify conditions under which the gametes, embryos or human admixed 
embryos may remain in storage. 
 
Sperm first placed in storage before 1 August 1991 and which has been kept lawfully may legally 
continue without the written consent of the individual who provided the sperm for an extended period 
beyond the 10-year maximum storage period. 
 
Sperm, eggs or embryos first placed in storage between 1 August 1991 and 1 October 2009 and which 
are being kept lawfully may legally continue without the written consent of the individual who provided 
the sperm, eggs or embryos for an extended period up to the provider’s 55th birthday, or in the case of 
embryos, up to the 55th birthday of the woman being treated. 
 
These changes do not affect sperm, eggs or embryos stored after 1 October 2009 or, if stored earlier 
than this, where the gamete provider subsequently provided a new consent under the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period) Regulations 2009. 

 
5.19 The centre should normally ask patients to give consent to storage at the same time as consent 

to the use of gametes and embryos. However, the centre should accommodate anyone seeking 
long-term storage of gametes who may wish to consent to storage separately from consent to 
use. 

 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/335.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3480.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3480.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html
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5.20 Before the centre obtains consent from anyone wishing to store gametes or embryos for more 
than 10 years, it should explain that storage can only continue beyond 10 years if a medical 
practitioner has certified in writing that the gamete provider, their partner, or the person who the 
gametes or embryos have been allocated to, meet the medical criteria for premature infertility. 

 
5.21 The gamete provider should be made aware that if they were to die or become mentally 

incapacitated, the gametes and embryos cannot be used in treatment unless consent to use has 
been provided and their partner has been named. It is therefore important that the patient 
updates their consent to include consent to use and the partner’s name at the earliest 
opportunity. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 6 – Legal parenthood 
Guidance note 17 – Storage of gametes and embryos 
Consent forms 
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period for Embryos and Gametes) 
Regulations 2009 

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5E 
The law requires the centre to ensure that consent to the use of any embryo (not a human admixed 
embryo) must specify one or more of the following uses for the embryo: 
 
a) providing treatment for the person giving the consent, or, where applicable, that person and another 
named person together 
b) providing treatment for others 
c) training centre staff in embryo biopsy, embryo storage or other embryological techniques, or 
d) contributing to a specified research project. 
 
In relation to human admixed embryos, the law requires that consent to their use must specify use for a 
research project. 
 
The consent may also specify conditions for how the embryo may be used. 

 
5.22 Consent to the use of gametes or embryos for the treatment of others should state the number of 

families that may have children using the donated gametes or embryos. 
 
5.23 When an individual gives consent to the use of gametes for the treatment of others, the centre 

need not get consent from the donor’s partner or spouse. However, if the donor is married, in a 
civil partnership or in a long-term relationship, the centre should encourage them to seek their 
partner’s support for the donation of their gametes. 

 
5.24 Men who wish to donate embryos originally created for the treatment of their partner and 

themselves, and those people considering treatment with such embryos, should be: 
 

a) informed of the uncertain legal status of men donating embryos created originally for the 
treatment of their partner and themselves, when the embryos are used in the treatment of a 
single woman 
b) referred to information on the HFEA’s website on this issue, and 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/399.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/505.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html
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c) advised to seek independent legal advice before consenting to donate their embryos or being 
treated with the embryos. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 20 – Donor assisted conception 
Guidance note 22 – Research and training 
Consent forms 

 
Additional consent requirements for those participating in a benefits in kind agreement 
 
5.25 The person obtaining consent should ensure that a gamete provider’s consent is recorded so that 

different conditions can be placed on: 
 

a) the use or storage of the gametes, and the use and storage of embryos created for the gamete 
provider’s own treatment, and 
b) the use of eggs or sperm, and the use and storage of embryos created for the treatment of the 
recipient(s) 
 
These conditions should be able to be varied independently of each other. 

 
5.26 The person obtaining consent should tell the gamete provider and recipient(s) that the gamete 

provider may withdraw or vary their consent up to when the gametes or embryo(s) are: 
 

a) transferred to a woman 
b) used in a research project (defined as being under the control of the researchers and being 
cultured for use in research) 
c) used for training, or 
d) allowed to perish. 
 
The possible consequences of this should: 
 
e) be made clear to the gamete provider and the recipient(s) before the treatment begins, and 
f) be set out in the written patient information included with the benefits in kind agreement. 

 
The person obtaining consent should tell the gamete provider and recipient(s) that consent to 
providing gametes solely for use in mitochondrial donation treatment cannot be withdrawn or 
varied once the patient’s nuclear DNA has been inserted into the egg or embryo. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 12 – Egg sharing arrangements 
Consent forms 

 
Consent to examination and treatment 
 
5.27 Everyone has the right to withhold or give consent to examination and treatment. Unless there 

are exceptional circumstances, the centre may not examine, treat or receive gametes from 
people without first obtaining their consent. The only exceptional circumstance likely to arise 
during fertility treatment is: 

 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3465.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3468.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/499.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/9939.html
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a) where the procedure is necessary to save the patient’s life, and 
b) the treatment cannot be postponed, and 
c) the patient is unconscious or mentally incapacitated so cannot indicate their wishes. 

 
5.28 The centre should comply with current professional guidelines on consent. 
 
Consent to the presence of observers 
 
5.29 If a member of the centre’s team wishes an observer to be present when a patient is being 

examined, treated or counselled, they should explain why beforehand and state who the observer 
is. The centre should give the patient appropriate information about the proposed observation 
and ask them whether they consent to the observer’s presence. 

 
Consent to disclose identifying information 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5F 
Patients have the right to decide what identifying information should be disclosed and to whom. Centres 
should obtain a patient’s written consent before disclosing information relating to their treatment (or 
providing gametes for a partner’s treatment), or the storage of gametes or embryos. 
 
In addition, consent is needed from any person who could be identified through disclosure of information 
about a person’s treatment or gamete/embryo storage. For example, consent would be needed from a 
patient’s partner if they could be identified through disclosure of information about the patient’s 
treatment. 
 
If a child born as a result of treatment could be identified, consent must be obtained from the parent(s), 
unless identification is necessary in disclosing information about the patient’s treatment. Once a child 
born as a result of treatment is considered competent to consent, then their consent (if given) will 
override the consent of the parent(s). 

 
5.30 Before obtaining consent to disclose information, the centre should give the person enough 

information for them to make a properly informed decision, including: 
 

a) precisely what information is to be disclosed 
b) the terms on which it is to be disclosed 
c) the reasons for disclosure (eg, to keep the person’s GP informed about the fertility treatment) 
d) the implications of disclosure, in particular the fact that, once it is disclosed, the information will 
be subject no longer to the special provisions of the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) but only to the 
general law of confidentiality, and 
e) the categories of people to whom the information is to be disclosed. 
 

5.31 The centre should seek consent to disclosure to the following categories of people: 
 

a) the patient’s GP or the patient's partner's GP 
b) other healthcare professionals outside the centre (so they can provide the patient or the 
patient’s partner with the best possible medical care) 
c) auditors or administrative staff outside of the centre (so they can perform their functions in 
connection with the centre’s licensable activities), and 
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d) medical or other researchers (so they can contact the patient about specific research projects 
or carry out non-contact research). 

 
5.32 The centre should renew consent to disclosure if the nature of treatment changes after initial 

consent has been given (eg, if during treatment, it is proposed that donor gametes are used 
instead of the patient’s own, or if the patient moves from unlicensed to licensed fertility 
treatment). 

 
5.33 The centre should ensure that people to whom they disclose identifying information know that the 

information remains protected by the existing common law on confidentiality. Those receiving 
information should also be told: 
 
a) the precise terms upon which it was disclosed and for which consent has been given, and 
b) that if they disclose the information they have received, a child might learn in an inappropriate 
way that they were born as a result of fertility treatment. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 30 – Confidentiality and privacy 
Consent forms  

 
Cases where consent is not required for storage 
 
Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
Schedule 3 
 
Cases where consent not required for storage 
 
9     (1)  The gametes of a person (“C”) may be kept in storage without C’s consent if the following 

conditions are met. 
 
(2)  Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by C before C attains 

the age of 18 years. 
 
(3)  Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner 

certifies in writing that C is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion 
of the registered medical practitioner - 

 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of C’s fertility, and 
(b) the storage of the gametes is in C’s best interests. 

 
(4)  Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, either - 
 

(a) C has not attained the age of 16 years and is not competent to deal with the issue of 
consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) C has attained that age but, although not lacking capacity to consent to the storage of 
the gametes, is not competent to deal with the issue of consent to their storage. 

 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3479.html
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(5)  Condition D is that C has not, since becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent 
to the storage of the gametes- 

 
(a) given consent under this Schedule to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the person keeping the gametes that C does not wish them to 
continue to be stored. 

 
(6)  In relation to Scotland, sub-paragraphs (1) to (5) are to be read with the following 

modifications - 
 

(a) for sub-paragraph (4), substitute - 
“(4) Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, C does not have 
capacity (within the meaning of section 2(4) of the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 
1991) to consent to the storage of the gametes.”, and 
(b) in sub-paragraph (5), for “becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent to the 
storage of the gametes” substitute “acquiring such capacity”. 

 
10    (1)  The gametes of a person (“P”) may be kept in storage without P’s consent if the 

following conditions are met. 
 
(2)  Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by P after P has 

attained the age of 16 years. 
 
(3)  Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner 

certifies in writing that P is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion 
of the registered medical practitioner - 

 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of P’s fertility, 
(b) P lacks capacity to consent to the storage of the gametes, 
(c) P is likely at some time to have that capacity, and 
(d) the storage of the gametes is in P’s best interests. 

 
(4)  Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, P lacks capacity to 

consent to their storage. 
 
(5)  Condition D is that P has not subsequently, at a time when P has capacity to give a 

consent under this Schedule - 
 

(a) given consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the person keeping the gametes that P does not wish them to 
continue to be stored. 

 
(6)  In relation to Scotland - 
 

(a) references in sub-paragraphs (3) and (4) to P lacking capacity to consent are to be 
read as references to P being incapable, within the meaning of section 1(6) of the Adults 
with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000, of giving such consent, 
(b) the references in sub-paragraphs (3) and (5) to P having capacity are to be read as 
references to P not being so incapable, and 
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(c) that Act applies to the storage of gametes under this paragraph to the extent specified 
in section 84A of that Act. 

 
11     A person’s gametes must not be kept in storage by virtue of paragraph 9 or 10 after the 

person’s death. 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5G 
The law allows gGametes to may be stored without consent if the conditions met in paragraph 9 or 10, 
an 11 of Schedule 3 of the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) are met. 
 
Conditions for storing the gametes of children without consent (including 16 or 17 year olds who are not 
competent to consent)  
 
Paragraph 9 sets out the conditions that must be met before the gametes of a person who is under the 
age of 18 can be stored without their consent.  
 
Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from the patient before they reach the age of 18 years. 
 
Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner certifies in 
writing that the patient is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion of the registered 
medical practitioner: 
 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of their fertility, and 
(b) the storage of the gametes is in the patient’s best interests. 
 
Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, either: 
 
(a) the person has not reached the age of 16 years and is not competent to deal with the issue of 
consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) the person is 16 years old, although not lacking capacity to consent to the storage of the gametes, is 
not competent to deal with the issue of consent to their storage. A registered medical practitioner must 
actively establish that the patient is not competent to deal with the issues arising in relation to consent to 
the storage of their gametes. 
 
Note: In relation to Scotland for Condition C, the test is whether at the time the gametes were first stored 
the patient has capacity within the meaning of section 2(4) of the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 
1991. 
 
Condition D is that the patient has not, since becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent to 
the storage of the gametes- 
 
(a) given consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the centre that they do not wish their gametes to continue to be stored. 
 
Conditions for storing the gametes of persons who are 16 years and over 
 
Paragraph 10 sets out the conditions that must be met before the gametes of a patient who is 16 years 
or over may be stored without their consent.  
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Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by the patient after they have 
reached the age of 16 years. 
 
Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner certifies in 
writing that the patient is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion of the registered 
medical practitioner - 
 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of their fertility, 
(b) the person lacks capacity to consent to the storage of the gametes, 
(c) the person is likely at some time to have that capacity, and 
(d) the storage of the gametes is in their best interests. 
 
Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, the patient lacks capacity to consent to 
their storage. 
 
Condition D is that the patient has not subsequently, at a time when he or she has capacity to give a 
consent- 
 
(a) given consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the centre that they do not wish their gametes to continue to be stored. 
 
Gametes stored following the application of these paragraphs may be used only if the person from whom 
they were collected gives written effective consent to their use (and has sufficient capacity and 
competence to do so). If the patient dies before providing this consent, the gametes can no longer 
remain in storage. 

 
5.34 Before a centre can storeing a patient’s someone’s gametes without their consent, the centre 

must should ensure that it has met each of the conditions set out in either paragraph 9 or 10 of 
Schedule 3 of the 1990 Act (whichever is applicable in the circumstances). The centre should 
ensure that it documents its decision to store the patient’s gametes in the absence of consent 
and records the evidence relied upon to establish that each of the conditions has been met. judge 
that the person is not competent to consent to the storage of gametes. 

 
5.35 When assessing a patient’s the competence of children and adults to consent, the centre should 

follow current guidance produced by the Department of Health, the General Medical Council and 
other professional bodies. 

 
5.36 The centre should presume that it is in the child’s best interests to store gametes unless 

circumstances suggest otherwise. When assessing whether it is in a child’s best interests to 
procure and store their gametes, the centre should refer to applicable the General Medical 
Council guidance ‘0-18 years: guidance for all doctors’ and consider the child’s short- and long-
term best interests. Consent to continue storing the gametes should be sought from the child 
when they are competent to give consent reach competence. 

 
5.37 The centre should provide written information about the proposed procedures that children and 

young people can read and understand easily. This information should be given by a member of 
staff experienced in communicating with children. 

 
Competence 
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5.38 If the centre’s staff doubt someone’s competence to consent to a proposed procedure, or to the 

storage or use of gametes or embryos, they should: 
 
 a) refer to the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (England and Wales), or the Age of Legal Capacity 

(Scotland) Act 1991 and the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000, and 
 b) follow the current guidelines of professional bodies. If they remain in any doubt, the centre 

should seek legal advice. 
 
Variation and withdrawal of consent 
 
Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
Schedule 3 
 
Variation and withdrawal of consent 

 
4     (1)  The terms of any consent under this Schedule may from time to time be varied, and the 

consent may be withdrawn, by notice given by the person who gave the consent to the 
person keeping the gametes, human cells, embryo or human admixed embryo to which 
the consent is relevant. 

 
(1A)  Sub-paragraph (1B) applies to a case where an egg is used in the process set out in 

regulation 4 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Mitochondrial Donation) 
Regulations 2015 (and “egg A” and “egg B” have the same meanings in this paragraph as 
in that regulation). 

 
(1B)  The terms of the consent to that use of egg A or egg B cannot be varied, and such 

consent cannot be withdrawn, once all the nuclear DNA of egg B which is not polar body 
nuclear DNA is inserted into egg A. 

         
(2)  Subject to sub-paragraph (3) to (3B), the terms of any consent to the use of any embryo 

cannot be varied, and such consent cannot be withdrawn, once the embryo has been 
used - 

 
(a) in providing treatment services, 
(aa) in training persons in embryo biopsy, embryo storage or other 
embryological techniques, or 
(b) for the purposes of any project of research. 

 
(3)  Where the terms of any consent to the use of an embryo (“embryo A”) include consent to 

the use of an embryo or human admixed embryo whose creation may be brought about in 
vitro using embryo A, that consent to the use of that subsequent embryo or human 
admixed embryo cannot be varied or withdrawn once embryo A has been used for one or 
more of the purposes mentioned in sub-paragraph (2)(a) or (b). 

 
(3A)  Sub-paragraph (3B) applies to a case where an embryo is used in the process set out in 

regulation 7 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Mitochondrial Donation) 
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Regulations 2015 (and “embryo A” and “embryo B” have the same meanings in sub-
paragraph (3B) as in that regulation). 

 
(3B)  The terms of the consent to that use of embryo A or embryo B cannot be varied, and such 

consent cannot be withdrawn, once all the nuclear DNA of embryo B which is not polar 
body nuclear DNA is inserted into embryo A. 

 
4A     (1)  This paragraph applies where - 

 
(a) a permitted embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, is in storage, 
(b) it was created for use in providing treatment services, 
(c) before it is used in providing treatment services, one of the persons whose gametes  
were used to bring about its creation(“P”) gives the person keeping the embryo notice 
withdrawing P’s consent to the storage of the embryo, and 
(d) the embryo was not to be used in providing treatment services to P alone. 

 
(2)  The person keeping the embryo must as soon as possible take all reasonable steps to 

notify each interested person in relation to the embryo of P’s withdrawal of consent. 
 
(3)  For the purposes of sub-paragraph (2), a person is an interested person in relation to an 

embryo if the embryo was to be used in providing treatment services to that person. 
 
(4)  Storage of the embryo remains lawful until - 
 

(a) the end of the period of 12 months beginning with the day on which the notice 
mentioned in sub-paragraph (1) was received from P, or 
(b) if, before the end of that period, the person keeping the embryo receives a notice from 
each person notified of P’s withdrawal under sub-paragraph (2) stating that the person 
consents to the destruction of the embryo, the time at which the last of those notices is 
received. 

 
(5)  The reference in sub-paragraph (1)(a) to a permitted embryo is to be read in accordance 

with section 3ZA. 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5H 
The law allows consent to be varied or withdrawn at any point until gametes or embryos (other than 
human admixed embryos) are used to provide treatment services, or used for a research project or for 
training. 
 
Consent to providing eggs, embryos or sperm solely for use in mitochondrial donation treatment cannot 
be withdrawn or varied once the patient’s nuclear DNA has been inserted into the egg or embryo. 
Consent to the use of any human admixed embryo can be varied or withdrawn until the embryo has 
been used for a research project. 
 
If someone wishes to withdraw consent to the storage or use of gametes, embryos or human admixed 
embryos, they must do so in writing, except if they are unable to do so because of illness, injury or 
incapacity. In these cases they can direct someone to sign on their behalf, provided that the person 
withdrawing consent is present at the time, and that the signature is also witnessed and attested to by at 
least one other person. 
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If one of the gamete providers withdraws consent to the continued storage of embryos intended for 
treatment (created from their gametes), the law requires the centre to take all reasonable steps to notify 
the intended recipient(s). 
 
The law allows embryos to be stored for 12 months from the date that the centre receives written 
withdrawal of consent, or less if the centre receives written signed consent from all intended recipients 
for the embryos to be destroyed. 
 
This 12-month ‘cooling off’ period must not extend beyond the end of the period for which valid consent 
exists. 

 
5.39 The centre should check the identity of anyone withdrawing or varying consent against identifying 

information held in the medical records. The centre should also ensure that the person 
withdrawing or varying consent has been given sufficient information to enable them to make an 
informed decision about doing so. 

 
5.40 The centre should have procedures for dealing with disputes that may arise when one gamete 

provider withdraws their consent to the use or storage of gametes or embryos in treatment. In this 
situation the centre should stop treatment and notify all relevant parties. Centres should provide 
information about counselling or mediation services as appropriate. 

 

See also 
HFEA consent forms and HFEA Guide to Consent 

 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 
Consent to examination and treatment  
Reference Guide to Consent for Examination or Treatment (Department of Health, April 2001) 
Consent: patients and doctors making decisions together (General Medical Council)   
Human Tissue Authority Code of Practice 1: Consent (Human Tissue Authority, September 2009) 
Gynaecological Examinations: Guidelines for Specialist Practice (RCOG 2002) 
 
Competence 
Consent: patients and doctors making decisions together (General Medical Council, 2008) 
0-18 years: guidance for all doctors (General Medical Council, 2007) 
Best Practice Guidance for Doctors and other Health Professionals on the provision of Advice and 
Treatment to Young People under 16 on Contraception, Sexual and Reproductive Health (Department of 
Health, 2004).  
 
Legislation 
Mental Capacity Act 2005 
Mental Capacity Act 2005 – Code of Practice (2007) 
Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 1991 
Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000 
Copies of the relevant legislation can be found at: www.opsi.gov.uk 
 
Clinic Focus article: Harvesting sperm from deceased men (October 2012)

Chief Executive letter: CE 12 (02) (May 2012) 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html
http://www.library.nhs.uk/Emergency/ViewResource.aspx?resID=30135
http://www.gmc-uk.org/news/articles/Consent_guidance.pdf
http://www.hta.gov.uk/
http://www.rcog.org.uk/resources/public/pdf/WP_GynaeExams4.pdf
http://www.gmc-uk.org/
http://www.gmc-uk.org/


Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

 

 
NOTE: Changes related to consent periods are highlighted in red; deletions are highlighted in yellow.  

Guidance note 5: Consent to treatment, storage, donation, training and disclosure of information 
Guidance note 17: Storage of gametes and embryos 

Version 9.0 
 

On this page 
Mandatory requirements 
Extracts from the HFE Act 
Extracts from licence conditions 
Directions 
Regulations 
 
HFEA guidance 
Consent to use and storage of gametes and embryos 
Procedure for obtaining consent 
Recording consent and related information 
Additional consent requirements for storing gametes and embryos 
Additional consent requirements for those participating in a benefits in kind agreement 
Consent to examination and treatment 
Consent to the presence of observers 
Consent to disclose identifying information 
Cases where consent is not required for storage 
Competence 
Variation and withdrawal of consent 
 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 

 

Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
12 General Conditions 
 

(1)  The following shall be conditions of every licence granted under this Act - 
 

…(c) except in relation to the use of gametes in the course of providing basic partner 
treatment services, that the provisions of Schedule 3 to this Act shall be complied with.., 

 
Schedule 3 - Consent to use or storage of gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos etc 
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1  (1)  A consent under this Schedule, and any notice under paragraph 4 varying or withdrawing a 
consent under this Schedule, must be in writing and, subject to sub-paragraph (2), must be 
signed by the person giving it. 

 
(2)  A consent under this Schedule by a person who is unable to sign because of illness, injury 

or physical disability (a “person unable to sign”), and any notice under paragraph 4 by a 
person unable to sign varying or withdrawing a consent under this Schedule, is to be taken 
to comply with the requirement of sub-paragraph (1) as to signature if it is signed at the 
direction of the person unable to sign, in the presence of the person unable to sign and in 
the presence of at least one witness who attests the signature. 

 
(3)  In this Schedule “effective consent” means a consent under this Schedule which has not 

been withdrawn. 
 

2  (1)  A consent to the use of any embryo must specify one or more of the following purposes - 
 
(a) use in providing treatment services to the person giving consent, or that person and 
another specified person together, 
(b) use in providing treatment services to persons not including the person giving consent, 
(ba) use for the purpose of training persons in embryo biopsy, embryo storage or other 
embryological techniques, or 
(c) use for the purposes of any project of research, 
and may specify conditions subject to which the embryo may be so used. 

 
(2)  A consent to the storage of any gametes, any embryo or any human admixed embryo must 

- 
 
(a) specify the maximum period of storage (if less than the statutory storage period), 
(b) except in a case falling within paragraph (c), state what is to be done with the gametes, 
embryo or human admixed embryo if the person who gave the consent dies or is unable, 
because the person lacks capacity to do so, to vary the terms of the consent or to withdraw 
it,and 
(c) where the consent is given by virtue of paragraph 8(2ZA) or 13(2), state what is to be 
done with the embryo or human admixed embryo if the person to whom the consent relates 
dies, 
 
and may (in any case) specify conditions subject to which the gametes, embryo or human 
admixed embryo may remain in storage. 

 
(2A)  A consent to the use of a person’s human cells to bring about the creation in vitro of an 

embryo or human admixed embryo is to be taken unless otherwise stated to include 
consent to the use of the cells after the person’s death. 

 
(2B)  In relation to Scotland, the reference in sub-paragraph (2)(b) to the person lacking capacity 

is to be read as a reference to the person - 
 
(a) lacking capacity within the meaning of the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 1991, 
or 
(b) being incapable within the meaning of section 1(6) of the Adults with Incapacity 
(Scotland) Act 2000. 
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(3)  A consent under this Schedule must provide for such other matters as the Authority may 
specify in Directions. 

 
(4)  A consent under this Schedule may apply - 

 
(a) to the use or storage of a particular embryo or human admixed embryo, or 
(b) in the case of a person providing gametes or human cells, to the use or storage of – 

(i) any embryo or human admixed embryo whose creation may be brought about 
using those gametes or those cells, and 
(ii) any embryo or human admixed embryo whose creation may be brought about 
using such an embryo or human admixed embryo. 

 
(5)  In the case of a consent falling within sub-paragraph (4)(b), the terms of the consent may 

be varied, or the consent may be withdrawn, in accordance with this Schedule either 
generally or in relation to – 
 
(a) a particular embryo or particular embryos, or 
(b) a particular human admixed embryo or particular human admixed embryos. 

 
Cases where consent not required for storage 

 
9     (1)  The gametes of a person (“C”) may be kept in storage without C’s consent if the following 

conditions are met. 
 
(2)  Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by C before C attains 

the age of 18 years. 
 
(3)  Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner 

certifies in writing that C is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion 
of the registered medical practitioner - 

 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of C’s fertility, and 
(b) the storage of the gametes is in C’s best interests. 

 
(4)  Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, either - 
 

(a) C has not attained the age of 16 years and is not competent to deal with the issue of 
consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) C has attained that age but, although not lacking capacity to consent to the storage of 
the gametes, is not competent to deal with the issue of consent to their storage. 

 
(5)  Condition D is that C has not, since becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent 

to the storage of the gametes- 
 

(a) given consent under this Schedule to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the person keeping the gametes that C does not wish them to 
continue to be stored. 

 
(6)  In relation to Scotland, sub-paragraphs (1) to (5) are to be read with the following 

modifications - 
 

(a) for sub-paragraph (4), substitute - 
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“(4) Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, C does not have 
capacity (within the meaning of section 2(4) of the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 
1991) to consent to the storage of the gametes.”, and 
(b) in sub-paragraph (5), for “becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent to the 
storage of the gametes” substitute “acquiring such capacity”. 

 
10    (1)  The gametes of a person (“P”) may be kept in storage without P’s consent if the 

following conditions are met. 
 
(2)  Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by P after P has 

attained the age of 16 years. 
 
(3)  Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner 

certifies in writing that P is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion of 
the registered medical practitioner - 

 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of P’s fertility, 
(b) P lacks capacity to consent to the storage of the gametes, 
(c) P is likely at some time to have that capacity, and 
(d) the storage of the gametes is in P’s best interests. 

 
(4)  Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, P lacks capacity to 

consent to their storage. 
 
(5)  Condition D is that P has not subsequently, at a time when P has capacity to give a 

consent under this Schedule - 
 

(a) given consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the person keeping the gametes that P does not wish them to 
continue to be stored. 

 
(6)  In relation to Scotland - 
 

(a) references in sub-paragraphs (3) and (4) to P lacking capacity to consent are to be read 
as references to P being incapable, within the meaning of section 1(6) of the Adults with 
Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000, of giving such consent, 
(b) the references in sub-paragraphs (3) and (5) to P having capacity are to be read as 
references to P not being so incapable, and 
(c) that Act applies to the storage of gametes under this paragraph to the extent specified 
in section 84A of that Act. 

 
11     A person’s gametes must not be kept in storage by virtue of paragraph 9 or 10 after the 

person’s death. 
 
Procedure for giving consent 

 
3  (1)  Before a person gives consent under this Schedule - 

 
(a) he must be given a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the 
implications of taking the proposed steps, and 
(b) he must be provided with such relevant information as is proper. 
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(2)  Before a person gives consent under this Schedule he must be informed of the effect of 
paragraph 4 and, if relevant, paragraph 4A below. 

 
Use of gametes for treatment of others 

 
5  (1)  A person's gametes must not be used for the purposes of treatment services or non-

medical fertility services unless there is an effective consent by that person to their being 
so used and they are used in accordance with the terms of the consent. 

 
(2)  A person's gametes must not be received for use for those purposes unless there is an 

effective consent by that person to their being so used. 
 
(3)  This paragraph does not apply to the use of a person's gametes for the purpose of that 

person, or that person and another together, receiving treatment services. 
 

In vitro fertilisation and subsequent use of embryo 
 

6  (1)  A person's gametes or human cells must not be used to bring about the creation of any 
embryo in vitro unless there is an effective consent by that person to any embryo, the 
creation of which may be brought about with the use of those gametes or human cells, 
being used for one or more of the purposes mentioned in paragraph 2(1)(a), (b) and (c) 
above. 

 
(2)  An embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro must not be received by any 

person unless there is an effective consent by each relevant person in relation to the 
embryo to the use for one or more of the purposes mentioned in paragraph 2(1) (a), (b), 
(ba) and (c) above of the embryo. 

 
(3)  An embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro must not be used for any 

purpose unless there is an effective consent by each relevant person in relation to the 
embryo to the use for that purpose of the embryo and the embryo is used in accordance 
with those consents. 

 
(3E)  For the purposes of sub-paragraphs (2), (3) and (3ZB) each of the following is a relevant 

person in relation to an embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro (“embryo 
A”) - 

 
(a) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
embryo A, 
(b) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any other embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was used to 
bring about the creation of embryo A, and 
(c) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any human admixed embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was 
used to bring about the creation of embryo A. 

 
(4)  Any consent required by this paragraph is in addition to any consent that may be required 

by paragraph 5 above. 
 

Embryos obtained by lavage, etc 
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7 (1)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be used for any purpose unless there is an 
effective consent by her to the use of the embryo for that purpose and it is used in 
accordance with the consent. 

 
(2)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be received by any person for use for any 

purpose unless there is an effective consent by her to the use of the embryo for that 
purpose. 

 
(3)  Sub-paragraphs (1) and (2) do not apply to the use, for the purpose of providing a woman 

with treatment services, of an embryo taken from her. 
 
(4)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be used to bring about the creation of any 

embryo in vitro or any human admixed embryo in vitro. 
 

Storage of gametes and embryos 
 

8  (1)  A person's gametes must not be kept in storage unless there is an effective consent by that 
person to their storage and they are stored in accordance with the consent. 

 
(2)  An embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro must not be kept in storage 

unless there is an effective consent, by each relevant person in relation to the embryo, to 
the storage of the embryo and the embryo is stored in accordance with those consents… 

 
(2C)  For the purposes of sub-paragraphs (2) and (2A) each of the following is a relevant person 

in relation to an embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro (“embryo A”) - 
 

(a) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
embryo A, 
(b) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any other embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was used to 
bring about the creation of embryo A, and 
(c) each person whose gametes or human cells were used to bring about the creation of 
any human admixed embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, which was 
used to bring about the creation of embryo A. 

 
(3)  An embryo taken from a woman must not be kept in storage unless there is an effective 

consent by her to its storage and it is stored in accordance with the consent. 
 
(4)  Sub-paragraph (1) has effect subject to paragraphs 9 and 10; and sub-paragraph (2) has 

effect subject to paragraphs 4A(4), 16 and 20. 
 

Interpretation 
 

16  (6)  References in this Schedule to capacity are, in relation to England and Wales, to be read in 
accordance with the Mental Capacity Act 2005. 

 
Licence conditions 
 
T57  Gametes or embryos must not be used in the provision of treatment services (except in the use of 

gametes in the course of providing basic partner treatment services or non-medical fertility 
services) unless effective consent is in place from each gamete provider in accordance with 
Schedule 3 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended). 
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Directions 
 
0006 – Import and export of gametes and embryos 
0007 – Consent 
 
Regulations 
 
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Special Exemptions) Regulations 1991 
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period for Embryos and Gametes) 
Regulations 2009 
 
HFEA guidance 
Consent to use and storage of gametes and embryos 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements        5A 
It is unlawful to procure, store or use gametes without written, effective consent from the gamete provider. 
There are, however, limited circumstances in which it may be possible to store a person’s gametes 
without consent, provided that certain legal requirements are met. These are set out in paragraphs 9 and 
10 of Schedule 3 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended) (see 5G). These 
exemptions do not include where a person has died (including cases of brain stem death) without 
providing effective consent to the storage and use of their gametes, or where the gamete provider lacks 
capacity to give consent and is not expected to gain or regain it. The provisions of the Human Tissue Act 
2004, which allow next of kin to give consent to procure, store or use other body tissues of the deceased, 
do not apply to gametes. 
 
Anyone who procures, stores or uses gametes without valid and effective consent from the gamete 
provider may be committing an offence.  
 
The use of donor gametes or embryos to create more families than a donor has consented to is a breach 
of Schedule 3 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended).  
 
The law requires the centre to obtain written informed consent from a person before it performs the 
following procedures: 
 
a)  storing that person’s gametes (exemptions are outlined in paragraphs 9 or 10 of Schedule 3 of the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended)  
b) using that person’s gametes or mitochondria for the treatment of others or for nonmedical fertility 
services 
c) creating embryos in vitro with that person’s gametes 
d) storing embryos created with that person’s gametes 
e) using embryos created with that person’s gametes for their own treatment, treatment of a partner or 
treatment of others 
f) using embryos created with that person’s gametes for training people in embryo biopsy, embryo storage 
or other embryological techniques 
g) using embryos created with that person’s gametes for any research project 
h) using that person’s cells to create embryos for research, or 
i) creating human admixed embryos with that person’s gametes or cells. 
 
If gametes or embryos are to be transferred to a centre outside the UK, the UK centre must be satisfied 
that the requirements set out in General Directions 0006 are met. These include obtaining the consent of 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/docs/General_directions_0006_-_Import_and_export_of_gametes_and_embryos.pdf
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/docs/2015-10-29_-_General_directions_0007_-_Consent_-_Website_version_-__FINAL_-_PDF.pdf
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the gamete provider(s) to their export to the country in which the receiving centre is situated. Such 
consent must then be provided to the centre receiving the gametes or embryos. 
 
If gametes or embryos are to be transferred into the UK from a centre outside the UK, the person 
responsible for the UK centre must be satisfied that the requirements set out in General Directions 0006 
are met. These include the requirement that the provider has given written consent to the transfer of the 
gametes or embryos to the UK, and has not withdrawn that consent. 
 
If the provisions of General Directions 0006 cannot be met, the UK centre may need to consider apply for 
a special direction to permit import or export. 
 
Further requirements and the exemptions regarding obtaining consent to the use of gametes, cells and 
embryos for research (including for the creation of admixed embryos), and the exemptions, are outlined in 
guidance note 22 – Research and training. 
 
Requirements regarding consent to parenthood are outlined in guidance note 6 – Legal parenthood, and 
General Directions 0006. 

 
5.1 The centre should obtain written informed consent from a person before it carries out the following 

procedures: 
 

a) using their gametes for their own treatment or their partner’s treatment, or 
b) using their gametes for research and training. 

 
5.2 When a woman is to undergo an egg or embryo transfer, the centre should: 
 

a) obtain her consent to the proposed number of eggs or embryos to be transferred, and 
b) record her consent in her medical records. 

 
5.3 The centre should establish and use documented procedures to ensure that no activity involving 

the handling or processing of gametes or embryos is carried out without the appropriate consent 
having been given. This should include a documented assurance process to ensure that the 
appropriate consent forms have been completed and that the completed forms contain the correct 
information, prior to treatment. 

 
5.4 If, following treatment, the centre discovers errors in the consent provided by a patient or their 

partner, particularly in relation to legal parenthood, the centre should: 
 
 a) take all reasonable steps to notify the affected patient at the earliest opportunity 

b) assess the error(s) and potential impact, and consider th remedial actions that should be taken 
c) take all reasonable steps to support any affected patients (and their partner(s), if relevant) and 
offer independent legal assistance where necessary, and 

 d) report any error(s) as an adverse incident. 
 
5.5  If the centre becomes involved in a case where a partner or family member of a deceased person 

intends to make an emergency application to the High Court to permit harvesting of gametes 
without valid consent, the centre should notify the HFEA as soon as it becomes aware of this. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 15 – Procuring, processing and transporting gametes and embryos 
Guidance Note 6 – Legal Parenthood  

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/503.html
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Chief Executive’s letter CE(12)02 – Extension of storage of gametes and embryos where one of the 
gamete providers is deceased 

 
Procedure for obtaining consent 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5B 
The law requires that before a person consents to the procedures outlined in box 5A, they should be 
given: 
 
a) enough information to enable them to understand the nature, purpose and implications of their 
treatment or donation 
b) a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the implications of the steps which they are 
considering taking, and 
c) information about the procedure for varying or withdrawing any consent given, and about the 
implications of doing so. 

 
5.6 Centres should ensure that, before a person gives consent, they are given the information outlined 

in guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent. 
 
5.7 The centre should ensure that the person giving consent is able to give their consent freely. The 

centre should not pre-complete consent forms on behalf of the person giving consent. For 
example, a person giving consent to the storage of their gametes and/or embryos should be free 
to choose how long to consent to store for, within what is permitted by regulations. The centre 
should not restrict storage consent to tie in with payment or funding arrangements. Contractual 
agreements covering payment or funding should be separate to consent. Further information is 
outlined in guidance note 17 – removal of gametes and embryos within the storage period.  

 
5.8 The centre should inform anyone providing gametes that they can, if they wish, specify extra 

conditions for storing or using their gametes (or embryos created using them). 
 
5.9 The centre should give anyone seeking treatment or considering donation or storage enough time 

to reflect on their decisions before obtaining their consent. The centre should give them an 
opportunity to ask questions and receive further information, advice and guidance. 

 
5.10 If the possibility of donating gametes or embryos (including mitochondrial donation) for the 

treatment of others, or donating embryos for research or training purposes, arises during the 
course of treatment, the centre should allow potential donors enough time to consider the 
implications and to receive counselling before giving consent. 

 
5.11 The centre should ensure that consent is: 

 
a) given voluntarily (without pressure to accept treatment or agree to donation) 
b) given by a person who has capacity to do so, and 
c) taken by a person authorised by the centre to do so. 
 
A child under the age of 16 is only able to provide consent if it has been established that he or she 
is ‘Gillick competent’ 

 
5.12 The centre should ensure that anyone giving consent: 

 
a) were given enough information to enable them to understand the nature, purpose and 
implications of the treatment or donation 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/7254.html
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b) were given a suitable opportunity to receive proper counselling about the implications of the 
proposed procedures 
c) were given information about the procedure for varying or withdrawing consent, and 
d) has given information in writing that is correct and complete. 
 

5.13 Treatment centres should take all reasonable steps to verify the identity of anyone accepted for 
treatment, including partners who may not visit the centre during treatment. If a patient’s identity is 
in doubt, the centre should verify their identity, including examining photographic evidence such as 
a passport or a photocard driving licence. The centre should record this evidence in the patient’s 
medical records. Centres should re-verify the identity of a patient (and their partner, if applicable) if 
they return to the centre for subsequent treatment. 

 
5.14 To avoid the possibility of misrepresentation or mistake, the centre should check the identities of 

patients (and their partners, if applicable) against identifying information in the medical records. 
This should be done at each consultation, examination, treatment or donation. If the partner of a 
patient who is having treatment has not visited the clinic throughout the course of treatment, or 
does not return with the patient for subsequent treatment, centres should take reasonable steps to 
find out from the patient’s partner whether they still consent to their partner’s treatment. This may 
include contacting the partner to confirm that their circumstances have not changed and that their 
consent is still valid. 

 
5.15 The centre should consider the needs of people whose first language is not English and those who 

face other communication barriers. Where consent is obtained, the centre should record: 
 
a) any difficulties in communicating the implications of giving consent and providing other 
information to the person (eg, language barriers or hearing impairment), and 
b) an explanation of how these difficulties were overcome (eg, the use of an independent 
interpreter). (This guidance is based on a paragraph taken from The Human Tissue Authority's 
Code of Parctice on Consent (2008)) 
 

5.16 The centre should establish and follow documented procedures to obtain written informed consent. 
 

See also  
Guidance note 3 – Counselling 
Guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent 
Guidance note 22 – Research and training 
Guidance note 23 – The quality management system 
Guidance note 29 – Treating people fairly 
Consent forms 

 
Recording consent and related information 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5C 
The law requires consent, or any subsequent variation or withdrawal of consent, to be in writing and 
signed by the person giving consent, except in the following situation: 
 
If the person giving consent, or varying or withdrawing consent, has the mental capacity to do so but 
cannot sign because of illness, injury or physical disability (for example, quadriplegia), they can direct 
someone to sign on their behalf, provided that: 
 
a) the person giving consent, or varying or withdrawing consent is present at the time, and 
b) the signature is also witnessed, and attested to by at least one other person. 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/345.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/335.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3468.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3472.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3478.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html
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5.17 The centre should keep a copy of a person’s signed consent form(s) (either electronically or as a 

hard copy) so that a copy can be made available to them upon request. 
 
5.18 The centre should ensure that it documents in the medical records that: 

 
a) relevant information, as outlined in guidance note 4, has been provided to the person, and 
b) the person has been offered counselling before giving consent. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 4 – Information to be provided prior to consent 
Guidance note 31 – Record keeping and document control 
Consent forms 

 
Additional consent requirements for storing gametes and embryos 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5D 
Written consent to the storage of gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos must: 
 
(a) specify the maximum period of storage (if less than the statutory storage period), and 
(b) state what should be done with the gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos if the person giving 
the consent dies or cannot, because of mental incapacity, withdraw or vary the terms of the consent. 
 
In relation to b), where consent is given following the application of the parental consent provisions in 
Schedule 3, the consent needs only to specify what is to be done with the embryo or the human admixed 
embryo if the person to whom the consent relates dies. 
 
The consent may also specify conditions under which the gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos 
may remain in storage. 
 
If sperm was in storage on 1 August 1991, storage may legally continue without the written consent of the 
individual who provided the sperm. 
 
The 1991 Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period) Regulations allowed the 10-
year statutory storage period for such gametes to be extended up to the gamete provider’s 55th birthday 
without written consent, subject to certain conditions. If those conditions were not met, the gametes 
should have been allowed to perish on 31 July 2001, as the statutory storage period for gametes first 
placed into storage before the Act came into force is deemed to have started on 1 August 1991. 
 
The 2009 Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period) Regulations provide a 
mechanism for successive 10-year extensions of storage, up to a maximum of 55 years. If gametes were 
being stored for an extended period (ie, under the 1991 Regulations) and that storage period had not 
expired by 1 October 2009, then the gametes may remain in storage for the balance of the period 
(as permitted by the schedule to the 1991 Regulations), or for the period stated in the 2009 Regulations. 
 
Sperm first placed in storage before 1 August 1991 and which has been kept lawfully may legally continue 
without the written consent of the individual who provided the sperm for an extended period beyond the 
10-year maximum storage period. 
 
Sperm, eggs or embryos first placed in storage between 1 August 1991 and 1 October 2009 and which 
are being kept lawfully may legally continue without the written consent of the individual who provided the 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/335.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3480.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3480.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html
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sperm, eggs or embryos for an extended period up to the provider’s 55th birthday, or in the case of 
embryos, up to the 55th birthday of the woman being treated. 
 
These changes do not affect sperm, eggs or embryos stored after 1 October 2009 or, if stored earlier than 
this, where the gamete provider subsequently provided a new consent under the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology (Statutory Storage Period) Regulations 2009. 

 
5.19 The centre should normally ask patients to give consent to storage at the same time as consent to 

the use of gametes and embryos. However, the centre should accommodate anyone seeking long-
term storage of gametes who may wish to consent to storage separately from consent to use. 

 
5.20 Before the centre obtains consent from anyone wishing to store gametes or embryos for more than 

10 years, it should explain that storage can only continue beyond 10 years if a medical practitioner 
has certified in writing that the gamete provider, their partner, or the person who the gametes or 
embryos have been allocated to, meet the medical criteria for premature infertility. 

 
5.21 The gamete provider should be made aware that if they were to die or become mentally 

incapacitated, the gametes and embryos cannot be used in treatment unless consent to use has 
been provided and their partner has been named. It is therefore important that the patient updates 
their consent to include consent to use and the partner’s name at the earliest opportunity. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 6 – Legal parenthood 
Guidance note 17 – Storage of gametes and embryos 
Consent forms 
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period for Embryos and Gametes) 
Regulations 2009 

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5E 
The law requires the centre to ensure that consent to the use of any embryo (not a human admixed 
embryo) must specify one or more of the following uses for the embryo: 
 
a) providing treatment for the person giving the consent, or, where applicable, that person and another 
named person together 
b) providing treatment for others 
c) training centre staff in embryo biopsy, embryo storage or other embryological techniques, or 
d) contributing to a specified research project. 
 
In relation to human admixed embryos, the law requires that consent to their use must specify use for a 
research project. 
 
The consent may also specify conditions for how the embryo may be used. 

 
5.22 Consent to the use of gametes or embryos for the treatment of others should state the number of 

families that may have children using the donated gametes or embryos. 
 
5.23 When an individual gives consent to the use of gametes for the treatment of others, the centre 

need not get consent from the donor’s partner or spouse. However, if the donor is married, in a 
civil partnership or in a long-term relationship, the centre should encourage them to seek their 
partner’s support for the donation of their gametes. 

 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/399.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/505.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html


Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

 

5.24 Men who wish to donate embryos originally created for the treatment of their partner and 
themselves, and those people considering treatment with such embryos, should be: 

 
a) informed of the uncertain legal status of men donating embryos created originally for the 
treatment of their partner and themselves, when the embryos are used in the treatment of a single 
woman 
b) referred to information on the HFEA’s website on this issue, and 
c) advised to seek independent legal advice before consenting to donate their embryos or being 
treated with the embryos. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 20 – Donor assisted conception 
Guidance note 22 – Research and training 
Consent forms 

 
Additional consent requirements for those participating in a benefits in kind agreement 
 
5.25 The person obtaining consent should ensure that a gamete provider’s consent is recorded so that 

different conditions can be placed on: 
 

a) the use or storage of the gametes, and the use and storage of embryos created for the gamete 
provider’s own treatment, and 
b) the use of eggs or sperm, and the use and storage of embryos created for the treatment of the 
recipient(s) 
 
These conditions should be able to be varied independently of each other. 

 
5.26 The person obtaining consent should tell the gamete provider and recipient(s) that the gamete 

provider may withdraw or vary their consent up to when the gametes or embryo(s) are: 
 

a) transferred to a woman 
b) used in a research project (defined as being under the control of the researchers and being 
cultured for use in research) 
c) used for training, or 
d) allowed to perish. 
 
The possible consequences of this should: 
 
e) be made clear to the gamete provider and the recipient(s) before the treatment begins, and 
f) be set out in the written patient information included with the benefits in kind agreement. 

 
The person obtaining consent should tell the gamete provider and recipient(s) that consent to 
providing gametes solely for use in mitochondrial donation treatment cannot be withdrawn or 
varied once the patient’s nuclear DNA has been inserted into the egg or embryo. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 12 – Egg sharing arrangements 
Consent forms 

 
Consent to examination and treatment 
 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3465.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3468.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/499.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/9939.html
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5.27 Everyone has the right to withhold or give consent to examination and treatment. Unless there are 
exceptional circumstances, the centre may not examine, treat or receive gametes from people 
without first obtaining their consent. The only exceptional circumstance likely to arise during fertility 
treatment is: 

 
a) where the procedure is necessary to save the patient’s life, and 
b) the treatment cannot be postponed, and 
c) the patient is unconscious or mentally incapacitated so cannot indicate their wishes. 

 
5.28 The centre should comply with current professional guidelines on consent. 
 
Consent to the presence of observers 
 
5.29 If a member of the centre’s team wishes an observer to be present when a patient is being 

examined, treated or counselled, they should explain why beforehand and state who the observer 
is. The centre should give the patient appropriate information about the proposed observation and 
ask them whether they consent to the observer’s presence. 

 
Consent to disclose identifying information 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5F 
Patients have the right to decide what identifying information should be disclosed and to whom. Centres 
should obtain a patient’s written consent before disclosing information relating to their treatment (or 
providing gametes for a partner’s treatment), or the storage of gametes or embryos. 
 
In addition, consent is needed from any person who could be identified through disclosure of information 
about a person’s treatment or gamete/embryo storage. For example, consent would be needed from a 
patient’s partner if they could be identified through disclosure of information about the patient’s treatment. 
 
If a child born as a result of treatment could be identified, consent must be obtained from the parent(s), 
unless identification is necessary in disclosing information about the patient’s treatment. Once a child born 
as a result of treatment is considered competent to consent, then their consent (if given) will override the 
consent of the parent(s). 

 
5.30 Before obtaining consent to disclose information, the centre should give the person enough 

information for them to make a properly informed decision, including: 
 

a) precisely what information is to be disclosed 
b) the terms on which it is to be disclosed 
c) the reasons for disclosure (eg, to keep the person’s GP informed about the fertility treatment) 
d) the implications of disclosure, in particular the fact that, once it is disclosed, the information will 
be subject no longer to the special provisions of the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) but only to the 
general law of confidentiality, and 
e) the categories of people to whom the information is to be disclosed. 
 

5.31 The centre should seek consent to disclosure to the following categories of people: 
 

a) the patient’s GP or the patient's partner's GP 
b) other healthcare professionals outside the centre (so they can provide the patient or the 
patient’s partner with the best possible medical care) 
c) auditors or administrative staff outside of the centre (so they can perform their functions in 
connection with the centre’s licensable activities), and 
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d) medical or other researchers (so they can contact the patient about specific research projects or 
carry out non-contact research). 

 
5.32 The centre should renew consent to disclosure if the nature of treatment changes after initial 

consent has been given (eg, if during treatment, it is proposed that donor gametes are used 
instead of the patient’s own, or if the patient moves from unlicensed to licensed fertility treatment). 

 
5.33 The centre should ensure that people to whom they disclose identifying information know that the 

information remains protected by the existing common law on confidentiality. Those receiving 
information should also be told: 
 
a) the precise terms upon which it was disclosed and for which consent has been given, and 
b) that if they disclose the information they have received, a child might learn in an inappropriate 
way that they were born as a result of fertility treatment. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 30 – Confidentiality and privacy 
Consent forms  

 
Cases where consent is not required for storage 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements     5G 
Gametes may be stored without consent if the conditions in paragraph 9 or 10, of Schedule 3 of the HFE 
Act 1990 (as amended) are met. 
 
Conditions for storing the gametes of children without consent (including 16 or 17 year olds who are not 
competent to consent)  
 
Paragraph 9 sets out the conditions that must be met before the gametes of a person who is under the 
age of 18 can be stored without their consent.  
 
Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from the patient before they reach the age of 18 years. 
 
Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner certifies in writing 
that the patient is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion of the registered medical 
practitioner: 
 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of their fertility, and 
(b) the storage of the gametes is in the patient’s best interests. 
 
Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, either: 
 
(a) the person has not reached the age of 16 years and is not competent to deal with the issue of consent 
to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) the person is 16 years old, although not lacking capacity to consent to the storage of the gametes, is 
not competent to deal with the issue of consent to their storage. A registered medical practitioner must 
actively establish that the patient is not competent to deal with the issues arising in relation to consent to 
the storage of their gametes. 
 
Note: In relation to Scotland for Condition C, the test is whether at the time the gametes were first stored 
the patient has capacity within the meaning of section 2(4) of the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 
1991. 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3479.html
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Condition D is that the patient has not, since becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent to the 
storage of the gametes- 
 
(a) given consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the centre that they do not wish their gametes to continue to be stored. 
 
Conditions for storing the gametes of persons who are 16 years and over 
 
Paragraph 10 sets out the conditions that must be met before the gametes of a patient who is 16 years or 
over may be stored without their consent.  
 
Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by the patient after they have reached 
the age of 16 years. 
 
Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner certifies in writing 
that the patient is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion of the registered medical 
practitioner - 
 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of their fertility, 
(b) the person lacks capacity to consent to the storage of the gametes, 
(c) the person is likely at some time to have that capacity, and 
(d) the storage of the gametes is in their best interests. 
 
Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, the patient lacks capacity to consent to 
their storage. 
 
Condition D is that the patient has not subsequently, at a time when he or she has capacity to give a 
consent- 
 
(a) given consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the centre that they do not wish their gametes to continue to be stored. 
 
Gametes stored following the application of these paragraphs may be used only if the person from whom 
they were collected gives written effective consent to their use (and has sufficient capacity and 
competence to do so). If the patient dies before providing this consent, the gametes can no longer remain 
in storage. 

 
5.34 Before a centre can store a patient’s gametes without their consent, the centre must ensure that it 

has met each of the conditions set out in either paragraph 9 or 10 of Schedule 3 of the 1990 Act 
(whichever is applicable in the circumstances). The centre should ensure that it documents its 
decision to store the patient’s gametes in the absence of consent and records the evidence relied 
upon to establish that each of the conditions has been met.  

 
5.35 When assessing a patient’s competence to consent, the centre should follow current guidance 

produced by the Department of Health, the General Medical Council and other professional 
bodies. 

 
5.36 When assessing whether it is in a child’s best interests to procure and store their gametes, the 

centre should refer to applicable General Medical Council guidance and consider the child’s short- 
and long-term best interests. Consent to continue storing the gametes should be sought from the 
child when they are competent to give consent. 
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5.37 The centre should provide written information about the proposed procedures that children and 

young people can read and understand easily. This information should be given by a member of 
staff experienced in communicating with children. 

 
Competence 
 
5.38 If the centre’s staff doubt someone’s competence to consent to a proposed procedure, or to the 

storage or use of gametes or embryos, they should: 
 
 a) refer to the Mental Capacity Act 2005 (England and Wales), or the Age of Legal Capacity 

(Scotland) Act 1991 and the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000, and 
 b) follow the current guidelines of professional bodies. If they remain in any doubt, the centre 

should seek legal advice. 
 
Variation and withdrawal of consent 
 
Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
Schedule 3 
 
Variation and withdrawal of consent 

 
4     (1)  The terms of any consent under this Schedule may from time to time be varied, and the 

consent may be withdrawn, by notice given by the person who gave the consent to the 
person keeping the gametes, human cells, embryo or human admixed embryo to which the 
consent is relevant. 

 
(1A)  Sub-paragraph (1B) applies to a case where an egg is used in the process set out in 

regulation 4 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Mitochondrial Donation) 
Regulations 2015 (and “egg A” and “egg B” have the same meanings in this paragraph as 
in that regulation). 

 
(1B)  The terms of the consent to that use of egg A or egg B cannot be varied, and such consent 

cannot be withdrawn, once all the nuclear DNA of egg B which is not polar body nuclear 
DNA is inserted into egg A. 

         
(2)  Subject to sub-paragraph (3) to (3B), the terms of any consent to the use of any embryo 

cannot be varied, and such consent cannot be withdrawn, once the embryo has been used 
- 

 
(a) in providing treatment services, 
(aa) in training persons in embryo biopsy, embryo storage or other 
embryological techniques, or 
(b) for the purposes of any project of research. 

 
(3)  Where the terms of any consent to the use of an embryo (“embryo A”) include consent to 

the use of an embryo or human admixed embryo whose creation may be brought about in 
vitro using embryo A, that consent to the use of that subsequent embryo or human 
admixed embryo cannot be varied or withdrawn once embryo A has been used for one or 
more of the purposes mentioned in sub-paragraph (2)(a) or (b). 
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(3A)  Sub-paragraph (3B) applies to a case where an embryo is used in the process set out in 

regulation 7 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Mitochondrial Donation) 
Regulations 2015 (and “embryo A” and “embryo B” have the same meanings in sub-
paragraph (3B) as in that regulation). 

 
(3B)  The terms of the consent to that use of embryo A or embryo B cannot be varied, and such 

consent cannot be withdrawn, once all the nuclear DNA of embryo B which is not polar 
body nuclear DNA is inserted into embryo A. 

 
4A     (1)  This paragraph applies where - 

 
(a) a permitted embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, is in storage, 
(b) it was created for use in providing treatment services, 
(c) before it is used in providing treatment services, one of the persons whose gametes  
were used to bring about its creation(“P”) gives the person keeping the embryo notice 
withdrawing P’s consent to the storage of the embryo, and 
(d) the embryo was not to be used in providing treatment services to P alone. 

 
(2)  The person keeping the embryo must as soon as possible take all reasonable steps to 

notify each interested person in relation to the embryo of P’s withdrawal of consent. 
 
(3)  For the purposes of sub-paragraph (2), a person is an interested person in relation to an 

embryo if the embryo was to be used in providing treatment services to that person. 
 
(4)  Storage of the embryo remains lawful until - 
 

(a) the end of the period of 12 months beginning with the day on which the notice 
mentioned in sub-paragraph (1) was received from P, or 
(b) if, before the end of that period, the person keeping the embryo receives a notice from 
each person notified of P’s withdrawal under sub-paragraph (2) stating that the person 
consents to the destruction of the embryo, the time at which the last of those notices is 
received. 

 
(5)  The reference in sub-paragraph (1)(a) to a permitted embryo is to be read in accordance 

with section 3ZA. 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       5H 
The law allows consent to be varied or withdrawn at any point until gametes or embryos (other than 
human admixed embryos) are used to provide treatment services, or used for a research project or for 
training. 
 
Consent to providing eggs, embryos or sperm solely for use in mitochondrial donation treatment cannot 
be withdrawn or varied once the patient’s nuclear DNA has been inserted into the egg or embryo. 
Consent to the use of any human admixed embryo can be varied or withdrawn until the embryo has been 
used for a research project. 
 
If someone wishes to withdraw consent to the storage or use of gametes, embryos or human admixed 
embryos, they must do so in writing, except if they are unable to do so because of illness, injury or 
incapacity. In these cases they can direct someone to sign on their behalf, provided that the person 
withdrawing consent is present at the time, and that the signature is also witnessed and attested to by at 
least one other person. 
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If one of the gamete providers withdraws consent to the continued storage of embryos intended for 
treatment (created from their gametes), the law requires the centre to take all reasonable steps to notify 
the intended recipient(s). 
 
The law allows embryos to be stored for 12 months from the date that the centre receives written 
withdrawal of consent, or less if the centre receives written signed consent from all intended recipients for 
the embryos to be destroyed. 
 
This 12-month ‘cooling off’ period must not extend beyond the end of the period for which valid consent 
exists. 

 
5.39 The centre should check the identity of anyone withdrawing or varying consent against identifying 

information held in the medical records. The centre should also ensure that the person 
withdrawing or varying consent has been given sufficient information to enable them to make an 
informed decision about doing so. 

 
5.40 The centre should have procedures for dealing with disputes that may arise when one gamete 

provider withdraws their consent to the use or storage of gametes or embryos in treatment. In this 
situation the centre should stop treatment and notify all relevant parties. Centres should provide 
information about counselling or mediation services as appropriate. 

 

See also 
HFEA consent forms and HFEA Guide to Consent 

 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 
Consent to examination and treatment  
Reference Guide to Consent for Examination or Treatment (Department of Health, April 2001) 
Consent: patients and doctors making decisions together (General Medical Council)   
Human Tissue Authority Code of Practice 1: Consent (Human Tissue Authority, September 2009) 
Gynaecological Examinations: Guidelines for Specialist Practice (RCOG 2002) 
 
Competence 
Consent: patients and doctors making decisions together (General Medical Council, 2008) 
0-18 years: guidance for all doctors (General Medical Council, 2007) 
Best Practice Guidance for Doctors and other Health Professionals on the provision of Advice and 
Treatment to Young People under 16 on Contraception, Sexual and Reproductive Health (Department of 
Health, 2004).  
 
Legislation 
Mental Capacity Act 2005 
Mental Capacity Act 2005 – Code of Practice (2007) 
Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 1991 
Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000 
Copies of the relevant legislation can be found at: www.opsi.gov.uk 
 
Clinic Focus article: Harvesting sperm from deceased men (October 2012)

Chief Executive letter: CE 12 (02) (May 2012) 

 

 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3402.html
http://www.library.nhs.uk/Emergency/ViewResource.aspx?resID=30135
http://www.gmc-uk.org/news/articles/Consent_guidance.pdf
http://www.hta.gov.uk/
http://www.rcog.org.uk/resources/public/pdf/WP_GynaeExams4.pdf
http://www.gmc-uk.org/
http://www.gmc-uk.org/
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Version 8.0 
 

On this page 
Mandatory requirements 
Extracts from the HFE Act 
Extracts from licence conditions 
Directions 
Regulations 
 
HFEA guidance 
Facilities and documented procedures 
Safety of equipment used to store cryopreserved gametes and embryos 
Screening and storage of samples to prevent crosscontamination 
Storing ovarian and testicular tissue  
Storing gametes and embryos following mitochondrial donation 
Information for those seeking storage of gametes or embryos 
Treatment using cryopreserved eggs or embryos 
Consent to storage and cases where consent is not required for storage  
Extension of storage  
Disputes involving the withdrawal of consent to storage 
Storage review 
The end of storage 
 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 

 
Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
1 Meaning of "embryo", "gamete" and associated expressions 

 
(4) In this Act (except in section 4A)  

 
(a) references to eggs are to live human eggs, including cells of the female germ line at any 
stage of maturity, but (except in subsection (1)(b)) not including eggs that are in the process of 
fertilisation or are undergoing any other process capable of resulting in an embryo, 
(b) references to sperm are to live human sperm, including cells of the male germ line at any 
stage of maturity, and 
(c) references to gametes are to be read accordingly. 

 
3 Prohibitions in connection with embryos 

 
(1) No person shall bring about the creation of an embryo except in pursuance of a licence. 
 
(1A) No person shall keep or use an embryo except   

 
(a) in pursuance of a licence, or 
(b) in the case of 
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(i) the keeping, without storage, of an embryo intended for human application, or 
(ii) the processing, without storage, of such an embryo in pursuance of a third party 
agreement. 

 
(3) A licence cannot authorise  

 
…(c) keeping or using an embryo in any circumstances in which regulations prohibit its 
keeping or use 

 
4 Prohibitions in connection with gametes 

 
(1) No person shall  

 
(a) store any gametes… 

 
except in pursuance of a licence. 
 
(2) A licence cannot authorise storing or using gametes in any circumstances in which regulations 
prohibit their storage or use. 

 
14 Conditions of storage licences 

 
(1) The following shall be conditions of every licence authorising the storage of gametes, embryos 
or human admixed embryos 

 
(a) that gametes of a person shall be placed in storage only if   

 
(i) received from that person, 
(ii) acquired in circumstances in which by virtue of paragraph 9 or 10 of Schedule 3 that 
person’s consent to the storage is not required, or 
(iii) acquired from a person to whom a licence or third party agreement applies,  

 
(aa) that an embryo taken from a woman shall be placed in storage only if  

 
(i) received from that woman, or 
(ii) acquired from a person to whom a licence or third party agreement applies, 

 
(ab) that an embryo the creation of which has been brought about in vitro otherwise than in 
pursuance of that licence shall be placed in storage only if acquired from a person to whom a 
licence or third party agreement applies, 
 
(ac) that a human admixed embryo the creation of which has been brought about in vitro 
otherwise than in pursuance of that licence shall be placed in storage only if acquired from a 
person to whom a licence under paragraph 2 or 3 of Schedule 2 applies, 
 
(b) that gametes or embryos which are or have been stored shall not be supplied to a person 
otherwise than in the course of providing treatment services unless that person is a person to 
whom a licence applies, 
 
(ba) that human admixed embryos shall not be supplied to a person unless that person is a 
person to whom a licence applies, 
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(c) that no gametes, embryos or human admixed embryo shall be kept in storage for longer 
than the statutory storage period and, if stored at the end of the period, should be allowed to 
perish, and 
 
(d) that such information as the Authority may specify in directions as to the persons whose 
consent is required under Schedule 3 to this Act, the terms of their consent and the 
circumstances of the storage and as to such other matters as the Authority may specify in 
directions shall be included in the records maintained in pursuance of the licence. 

 
(2) No information should be removed from any records maintained in pursuance of such a licence 
before the expiry of such period as may be specified in directions for records of the class in 
question. 
 
(3) The statutory storage period in respect of gametes is such period not exceeding ten years as the 
licence may specify. 
 
(4) The statutory storage period in respect of embryos is such period not exceeding ten years as the 
licence may specify. 
 
(4A) The statutory storage period in respect of human admixed embryos is such period not 
exceeding ten years as the licence may specify. 
 
(5) Regulations may provide that subsection (3), (4) or (4A) above should have effect as if for ten 
years there were substituted  

 
(a) such shorter period, or 
(b) in such circumstances as may be specified in the regulations, such longer period, as may 
be specified in the regulations. 

 
14A Conditions of licences: human application 

 
(1) This section applies to  

 
(a) every licence under paragraph 1 or 1A of Schedule 2, 
(b) every licence under paragraph 2 of that Schedule, so far as authorising storage of 
gametes or embryos intended for human application, and 
(c) every licence under paragraph 3 of that Schedule, so far as authorising activities in 
connection with the derivation from embryos of stem cells that are intended for human 
application. 

 
(2) A licence to which this section applies may not authorise the storage, procurement, testing, 
processing or distribution of gametes or embryos unless it contains the conditions required by 
Schedule 3A. 
 
(3) In relation to any gametes or embryos imported into the United Kingdom from an EEA state 
other than the United Kingdom or from Gibraltar, compliance with the requirements of the laws or 
other measures adopted in the relevant state or territory for the purpose of implementing the first, 
second and third Directives shall be taken to be compliance with the conditions required by 
Schedule 3A. 
 
(4) Subsection (3) shall not apply to any licence conditions imposed by the Authority which amount 
to more stringent protective measures for the purposes of Article 4(2) of the first Directive. 
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41 Offences 

 
(1) A person who  

 
(b) does anything which, by virtue of section 3(3) of this Act, cannot be authorised by a 
licence, is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding ten years or a fine or both. 

 
(2) A person who  

 
(a) contravenes section 3(1) or (1A) of this Act, otherwise than by doing something which, by 
virtue of section 3(3) of this Act, cannot be authorised by a licence,… 
(b) keeps any gametes in contravention of section 4(1)(a) of this Act,… 

 
is guilty of an offence. 

 
Schedule 3 
 
Consent to use or storage of gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos etc 
 
Storage of gametes and embryos 
 
8 (1) A person’s gametes must not be kept in storage unless there is an effective consent by that 

person to their storage and they are stored in accordance with the consent. 
 
(2) An embryo the creation of which was brought about in vitro must not be kept in storage unless 
there is an effective consent, by each relevant person in relation to the embryo, to the storage of the 
embryo and the embryo is stored in accordance with those consents. 

 
Cases where consent not required for storage 
 
9 (1) The gametes of a person (“C”) may be kept in storage without C’s consent if the following 

conditions are met. 
 
(2) Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by C before C attains the age 
of 18 years. 
 
(3) Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner certifies 
in writing that C is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion of the registered 
medical practitioner  

 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of C’s fertility, and 
(b) the storage of the gametes is in C’s best interests. 

 
(4) Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, either  

 
(a) C has not attained the age of 16 years and is not competent to deal with the issue of 
consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) C has attained that age but, although not lacking capacity to consent to the storage of the 
gametes, is not competent to deal with the issue of consent to their storage. 
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(5) Condition D is that C has not, since becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent to the 
storage of the gametes  

 
(a) given consent under this Schedule to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the person keeping the gametes that C does not wish them to 
continue to be stored. 

 
(6) In relation to Scotland, subparagraphs (1) to (5) are to be read with the following modifications   

 
(a) for subparagraph (4), substitute  

 
“(4) Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, C does not have 
capacity (within the meaning of section 2(4) of the Age of Legal Capacity (Scotland) Act 
1991) to consent to the storage of the gametes.”, and 

 
(b) in subparagraph (5), for “becoming competent to deal with the issue of consent to the 
storage of the gametes” substitute “acquiring such capacity”. 

 
10 (1) The gametes of a person (“P”) may be kept in storage without P’s consent if the following 

conditions are met. 
 
(2) Condition A is that the gametes are lawfully taken from or provided by P after P has attained the 
age of 16 years. 
 
(3) Condition B is that, before the gametes are first stored, a registered medical practitioner certifies 
in writing that P is expected to undergo medical treatment and that in the opinion of the registered 
medical practitioner  

 
(a) the treatment is likely to cause a significant impairment of P’s fertility,  
(b) P lacks capacity to consent to the storage of the gametes, 
(c) P is likely at some time to have that capacity, and 
(d) the storage of the gametes is in P’s best interests. 

 
(4) Condition C is that, at the time when the gametes are first stored, P lacks capacity to consent to 
their storage. 
 
(5) Condition D is that P has not subsequently, at a time when P has capacity to give a consent 
under this Schedule  

 
(a) given consent to the storage of the gametes, or 
(b) given written notice to the person keeping the gametes that P does not wish them to 
continue to be stored. 

 
(6) In relation to Scotland  

 
(a) references in subparagraphs (3) and (4) to P lacking capacity to consent are to be read as 
references to P being incapable, within the meaning of section 1(6) of the Adults with 
Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000, of giving such consent, 
(b) the references in subparagraphs (3) and (5) to P having capacity are to be read as 
references to P not being so incapable, and 
(c) that Act applies to the storage of gametes under this paragraph to the extent specified in 
section 84A of that Act. 
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11 A person’s gametes must not be kept in storage by virtue of paragraph 9 or 10 after the person’s 

death 
 
Licence conditions 
 
T50 Prior to the processing of patient gametes or embryos, intended for use in treatment or storage, the 

centre must: 
 

a. Carry out the following biological tests to assess the risk of cross contamination 
 

• HIV 1 and 2: AntiHIV – 1, 2 
• Hepatitis B: HBsAg and AntiHBc 
• Hepatitis C: AntiHCVAb 

 
b. Devise a system of storage which clearly separates: 

 
• quarantined/unscreened gametes and embryos, 
• gametes and embryos which have tested negative, and 
• gametes and embryos which have tested positive. 

 
c. Perform HTLV 1 antibody testing for patients living in or originating from highprevalence areas 
or with sexual partners originating from those areas or where the donor’s parents originate from 
those areas 
d. In certain circumstances, carry out additional testing depending   on the patient’s travel and 
exposure history and the characteristics of the tissue or cells donated (eg, Rh D, Malaria, CMV, 
T.cruzi) 
 
Positive results will not necessarily prevent the use of the partners’ gametes. 

 
T51 The centre must ensure that the laboratory tests required by licence condition T50 meet the 

following requirements, namely: 
 
a. the test must be carried out by a qualified laboratory, which has suitable accreditation (for 
example by CPA (UK) Ltd or another body accrediting to an equivalent standard), using CE marked 
testing kits where appropriate. The type of test used must be validated for the purpose in 
accordance with current scientific knowledge, and 
b. blood samples must be obtained within a timeframe specified by the Authority 

 
T75 Centres must ensure that all storage processes are carried out under controlled conditions.  
 
T76 Gametes of a person must be placed in storage only if  

 
a. received from that person, 
b. acquired in circumstances in which by virtue of paragraph 9 and 10 of Schedule 3 to the Human 
Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended) that person’s consent to the storage is not 
required, or 
c. acquired from a person to whom a licence or third party agreement applies. 

 
T77 Embryos taken from a woman must be placed in storage only if  

 
a. received from that woman, or 
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b. acquired from a person to whom a licence or third party agreement applies. 
 
T78 Embryos which have been created in vitro otherwise than in pursuance of this licence must be 

placed in storage only if acquired from a person to whom a licence or third party agreement applies. 
 
T79 No gametes or embryos must be kept in storage for longer than the statutory storage period and, if 

stored at the end of the period, must be allowed to perish. 
 
T80 The statutory storage period in respect of gametes is such period not exceeding ten years as the 

licence may specify. 
 
T81 The statutory storage period in respect of embryos is such period not exceeding ten years as the 

licence may specify. 
 
T82 Regulations may provide that licence conditions T80 and T81 must have effect as if for ten years 

there were substituted  
 
a. such shorter period, or 
b. in such circumstances as may be specified in the relevant Regulations, such longer period, as 
may be specified in the relevant Regulations. 

 
T83 Gametes or embryos which are or have been stored must not be supplied to a person otherwise 

than in the course of providing treatment services, unless that person is a person to whom a licence 
applies. 

 
T85 A documented risk assessment must be undertaken to determine the fate of all stored gametes and 

embryos following the introduction of any new donor/patient selection or testing criterion or any 
significantly modified processing step that enhances safety or quality. 

 
Directions 
 
0007 – Consent 
 
Regulations 
 
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period) Regulations 1991 
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period for Embryos and Gametes) 
Regulations 2009 
 
HFEA Guidance 
Facilities and documented procedures 
 
17.1  The centre should establish documented procedures to ensure that all storage and handling of 

gametes and embryos comply with licence conditions, regulations, and relevant patient and 
donor consent. 
 

17.2  The centre should ensure that the storage facilities for gametes and embryos: 
 

a) are dedicated for the purpose, and adequate for the volume and types of activities 
b) are designed to avoid proximity to ionising radiation (radioactive material), any known 

potential source of infection, or chemical or atmospheric contamination, and 
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c) have a storagelocation system that minimises the amount of handling required to retrieve 
gametes and embryos. 
 

17.3  The centre should also have emergency procedures to deal with damage to storage vessels, 
failure of storage conditions or both. 
 

17.4  The centre’s documented procedures should also ensure that: 
 

a) gametes and embryos are stored under controlled conditions that are validated and 
monitored  

b) gametes and embryos are packaged for storage in a way that: 
 

i) prevents any adverse effects on the material  
ii) minimises the risk of contamination 

 
c) records are kept indicating every occasion when gametes and embryos are handled during 

storage and release, and by whom 
d) records are kept indicating that gametes and embryos meet requirements for safety and 

quality before release, and 
e) risk assessments (approved by the person responsible) are done to determine the fate of 

all stored material whenever any of the following is introduced: 
 

i) a new donor selection criterion 
ii) a new criterion for testing donors, patients’ partners or patients  
iii) a new processing step to enhance safety, quality or both 
iv) a new procedure for appropriate disposal of gametes and embryos. 

 
Safety of equipment used to store cryopreserved gametes and embryos 
 
17.5  Centres should store gametes and embryos in a designated area. Access to this area should be 

limited to staff authorised under the terms of the centre’s licence. Cryopreservation dewars 
should be fitted with local alarms and be linked to an autodial or similar facility, (eg, a link to a 
fire alarm board) to alert staff to nonconformities outside normal working hours. 
 

17.6  The centre should have adequate staff and funding for an ‘oncall’ system for responding to 
alarms out of hours, and adequate spare storage capacity to enable transfer of samples if a 
dewar fails. 
 

17.7  A centre storing gametes and/or embryos for patients whose future fertility may be impaired by a 
medical condition or procedure should divide individual patients’ samples into separate storage 
vessels, in case of dewar failure. 

 
Screening and storage of samples to prevent cross-contamination 

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       17A 

The law requires centres to obtain blood samples for HIV 1 and HIV 2, hepatitis B and hepatitis C 

screening from patients and their partners within three months before they first provide their gametes for 

use in treatment. Where the same person provides gametes for further treatment of their partner, the 

centre must obtain new blood samples within two years of the previous sampling. Patients who have 

screening tests at one licensed clinic and then move to another do not have to have repeat screening 

tests if within these timescales. However, individual clinics must decide whether the appropriate 

screening has taken place in the required timeframe. These screening requirements apply to individuals 
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who provide gametes, or embryos created with their gametes, that will be processed or stored. 

 

Where treatment involves the use of gametes, or embryos created with gametes, from two people who 

are not in an intimate physical relationship: 

 
a) the person providing the gametes to the woman being treated must be screened according to 

licence condition T52 on donor screening 
b) the centre, in discussion with the patient, should consider the merit of additional donor screening 

in line with guidance by professional bodies. 

 
17.8  The centre should ensure that no gametes or embryos are placed in storage unless the people 

who provided the gametes have been screened in accordance with current recommended 
professional guidelines. 
 

17.9  Centres should: 
 

a) assess the risks of crosscontamination during the quarantine period  
b) put procedures in place to minimise these risks, and 
c) document the rationale for the chosen quarantine procedures. 

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       17B 

Ovarian and testicular tissue, as cells of the germ line, fall within the definition of gamete in the Human 

Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 (as amended) and so are subject to the same storage 

requirements as sperm and eggs. 

 

HFEAlicensed clinics currently storing ovarian or testicular tissue can continue to do so without a 

licence from the Human Tissue Authority (HTA) until the tissue is to be used. If a patient’s own tissue is 

to be transplanted (known as autologous transplant), it must be transferred at the time of use to an 

HTAlicensed facility for processing and/or distribution to the transplant facility. Details of HTAlicensed 

facilities are on the HTA website. 

 

An HTA licence is not needed to store ovarian or testicular tissue intended for fertility treatment (eg, in 

vitro maturation of gametes). HFEA centres licensed to store gametes can store, process and use 

ovarian or testicular tissue to extract gametes for patients’ own use in licensed fertility treatment, 

subject to the same conditions that apply to the use of sperm and eggs. 

 

Storing gametes and embryos following mitochondrial donation  

 
17.10  Only centres that are licensed to undertake mitochondrial donation can store gametes or 

embryos following maternal spindle transfer or pronuclear transfer. 
 
Information for those seeking storage of gametes or embryos 
 
17.11  If the treatment involves the creation of embryos in vitro, the centre should give people seeking 

treatment information about the availability of facilities for freezing embryos, and about the 
implications of storing and then using stored embryos. 
 

17.12  When a centre enters into a contractual agreement with a patient regarding the practicalities of 
storage (eg, an agreement to pay storage fees or store whilst funding is available) the patient 
should be given enough information to understand the terms and conditions of the agreement 
and the steps the centre will take if these terms and conditions are broken. This agreement 
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should be separate from the consent provided by the patient – see guidance note 5  information 
for those seeking storage of gametes or embryos.  Depending on the terms of the agreement, the 
centre should provide information about the circumstances in which the patient’s gametes or 
embryos could be removed from storage before their consent expires. For example, that the 
centre may only continue to store the patient’s gametes or embryos for the period specified in 
their consent if the patient, or their funding provider, continues to pay the storage fees. 
 

17.13  If there is an intention to store gametes or embryos, or where this possibility arises during 
treatment, in addition to relevant information about treatment and donation, the centre should 
give those providing the gametes or embryos relevant information about: 
 

a) the possible deterioration or loss of viability of gametes or embryos as a result of storage, 
and the potential risk of crosscontamination between samples 

b) statutory storage periods for gametes and embryos which permit patients to store for a 
maximum of 10 years, and regulations for extending storage periods up to a maximum of 
55 years. In the case of embryos, patients should also be given relevant information about 
the requirement for both gamete providers to consent to any extension of storage 

c) the likelihood of a live birth resulting from previously cryopreserved embryos or gametes, 
and 

d) screening tests to be done, the cost of these, the reason for them and the implications of 
the tests for the gamete providers. 
 

Oncology patients and other patients requiring longterm storage should be given specific 
information tailored to their needs and circumstances. Where relevant, this should include 
information appropriate for children and young people. This information should include the 
options available if the patient dies and, in particular: 
 

i) the consequences for posthumous use in cases where they have not provided 
written consent to their gametes or embryos being used in the treatment of a named 
partner in the event of their death, and 

ii) the maximum storage period, subject to satisfying the regulations and the fact that 
gametes or embryos cannot be used posthumously for longer than the storage 
period to which the gamete provider has consented. 
 

17.14  The centre should ensure that, before someone consents to gametes or embryos being stored, 
they are told: 
 

a) the options available if a person providing gametes or resulting embryos dies or becomes 
mentally incapacitated 

b) that it may be possible to register a deceased partner as the parent of a child resulting from 
treatment, and the conditions for doing so, and 

c) that it is unlawful to store embryos and gametes beyond the period of consent, the centre 
having a legal obligation to dispose of them once consent has expired. 

 
Treatment using cryopreserved eggs or embryos 
 

17.15  The centre should ensure that the following sets of eggs or embryos are only transferred 
during the same treatment cycle in exceptional circumstances, with an upper limit of 2% of 
all cases: 

 
a) fresh eggs and eggs that have been cryopreserved, or 



Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

 

b) embryos that have been created using cryopreserved eggs, and embryos created 
using fresh eggs, or 

c) cryopreserved embryos that have been created using cryopreserved eggs and 
cryopreserved embryos that have been created using fresh eggs. 
 

The circumstances justifying such a transfer should be specified in the patient’s notes. 

 
Consent to storage and cases where consent is not required for storage  
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       17C 

The law requires the centre to obtain written informed consent from a person before it stores their 

gametes or embryos created with their gametes. 

 

The law allows gametes to be stored without consent if the conditions met in paragraph 9 or 10, and 11 

of Schedule 3 of the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) are met. 

 

Gametes stored following the application of these paragraphs may be used only if the person from 

whom they were collected gives written effective consent to their use (and has sufficient capacity and 

competence to do so). 

 

If sperm was in storage on 1 August 1991, storage may legally continue without the written consent of 

the individual who provided the sperm. 

 

The 1991 Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period) Regulations allowed the 

10year statutory storage period for such gametes to be extended up to the gamete provider’s 55th 

birthday without written consent, subject to compliance with certain conditions. If those conditions were 

not met, the gametes should have been allowed to perish on 31 July 2001, as the statutory storage 

period for gametes first placed into storage before the Act came into force is deemed to have started on 

1 August 1991. 

 

The 2009 Human Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period) Regulations provide a 

mechanism for successive 10year extensions of storage, up to a maximum of 55 years. If gametes 

were being stored for an extended period (ie, under the 1991 Regulations) and that storage period had 

not expired by 1 October 2009, then the gametes may remain in storage for the balance of the period 

(as permitted by the schedule to the 1991 Regulations) or for the period stated in the 2009 Regulations. 

 

Sperm first placed in storage before 1 August 1991 and which has been kept lawfully may legally 

continue without the written consent of the individual who provided the sperm for an extended period 

beyond the 10-year maximum storage period. 

 

Sperm, eggs or embryos first placed in storage between 1 August 1991 and 1 October 2009 and which 

are being kept lawfully may legally continue without the written consent of the individual who provided 

the sperm, eggs or embryos for an extended period up to the provider’s 55th birthday, or in the case of 

embryos, up to the 55th birthday of the woman being treated. 

 

These changes do not affect sperm, eggs or embryos stored after 1 October 2009 or, if stored earlier 

than this, where the gamete provider subsequently provided a new consent under the Human 

Fertilisation and Embryology (Statutory Storage Period) Regulations 2009. 

 

For guidance about steps to take when consent is not required, see guidance note 5 – Consent to 
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treatment, storage, donation, and disclosure of information.  

 
Extension of storage 

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       17D 

2009 (‘the 2009 regulations’) allows gametes or embryos to be stored for longer than the 10 year 

standard storage period, for any period up to 55 years, if one of the gamete providers, their partner, 

or the person who the gametes or embryos have been allocated to, meet(s) the medical criteria for 

premature infertility. 

 

To store gametes or embryos for an extended period, the centre must obtain the gamete provider’s 

written consent to extended storage beyond 10 years and a written statement from a registered 

medical practitioner that one of the gamete providers, their partner, or the person who the gametes or 

embryos have been allocated to, is prematurely infertile or likely to become prematurely infertile. The 

statement from the medical practitioner must be renewed for every 10 year storage period beyond the 

initial statutory period. 

 
17.16  The centre should inform patients wishing to store gametes or embryos for more than 10 years of 

the medical criteria for extended storage, including the 2009 regulations and how these 
regulations are satisfied. Patients should be aware that, if they satisfy the regulations, they can 
provide consent to extended storage when their gametes or embryos are first placed in storage 
or at a later date in the first 10 years. 
 

17.17  To satisfy the regulations for extended storage periods, the centre should seek a written medical 
opinion towards the end of the 10 year standard storage period to certify that one of the gamete 
providers, their partner, or the person who the gametes or embryos have been allocated to, is 
prematurely infertile or likely to become prematurely infertile. 
 

17.18  The centre should seek the written medical opinion on premature infertility whilst the gamete 
provider is alive. However, if the gamete provider (who has provided consent to extended 
storage) dies before a medical opinion is in place, the medical opinion may be sought after death 
based on evidence that the person would have satisfied the premature infertility criteria when 
they were alive. 
 

17.19  When the criteria for extended storage have been met, the centre can store the gametes and 
embryos for a further 10 years from the date the criteria are met. The centre can extend the 
storage period by further 10 year periods (up to the maximum of 55 years) if it is shown at any 
time within each extended storage period that the criteria continue to be met. 

 
Disputes involving the withdrawal of consent to storage 

 

Mandatory requirements 

Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 

 

Schedule 3  

 

Consent to use or storage of gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos etc 

 

4A  (1) This paragraph applies where  

 

(a) a permitted embryo, the creation of which was brought about in vitro, is in storage,  
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(b) it was created for use in providing treatment services, 

(c) before it is used in providing treatment services, one of the persons whose gametes were 

used to bring about its creation ("P”) gives the person keeping the embryo notice withdrawing 

P’s consent to the storage of the embryo, and 

(d) the embryo was not to be used in providing treatment services to P alone. 

 

(2) The person keeping the embryo must as soon as possible take all reasonable steps to notify 

each interested person in relation to the embryo of P’s withdrawal of consent. 

 

(3) For the purposes of subparagraph (2), a person is an interested person in relation to an embryo 

if the embryo was to be used in providing treatment services to that person. 

 

(4) Storage of the embryo remains lawful until 

 

(a) the end of the period of 12 months beginning with the day on which the notice mentioned 

in subparagraph (1) was received from P, or 

(b) if, before the end of that period, the person keeping the embryo receives a notice from 

each person notified of P’s withdrawal under subparagraph (2) stating that the person 

consents to the destruction of the embryo, the time at which the last of those notices is 

received. 

 
(5) The reference in subparagraph (1)(a) to a permitted embryo is to be read in accordance with 
section 3ZA. 

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       17E 

If one of the gamete providers withdraws consent to the continued storage of embryos intended for 

treatment (created from their gametes), the law requires the centre to take all reasonable steps to notify 

the intended recipient(s). 

 

The law allows embryos to be stored for 12 months from the date that the centre receives written 

withdrawal of consent, or less if the centre receives written signed consent from all intended recipients 

for the embryos to be destroyed. This 12month ‘cooling off’ period must not extend beyond the end of 

the period for which valid consent exists. 

 

For guidance about the withdrawal of consent see guidance note 5 – Consent to treatment, storage, 

donation, and disclosure of information. 

 
Storage review 
 
17.20  The centre should establish documented procedures to ensure that: 

 
a) reviews of stored gametes and embryos are done at least once every two years to: 

 
i) reconcile the centre’s records with material in storage  
ii) review the purpose and duration of storage, and 
iii) identify any action needed 

 
b) if the number of families created using gametes (or embryos created using donated 

gametes) from a particular donor has reached 10, those gametes or embryos are not used 
or distributed for use in further treatment. 
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17.21  The centre should operate a bringforward system in order to ensure sufficient advance notice 
of the end of the statutory storage period (or such shorter period as specified by a person who 
provided the gametes) for gametes or embryos in storage. The centre should ensure the 
bringforward system links to clinical processes regarding extension of storage periods. 

 
End of storage 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       17F 

No centre may keep embryos or store gametes after the expiry of the legal maximum storage period, or 

the period specified when the embryos or gametes were stored if shorter. Storing embryos or gametes 

beyond the relevant period is a criminal offence, punishable by a prison sentence, fine or both. 

 
17.22  The centre should make efforts to stay in contact with patients who have gametes or embryos in 

storage for their own treatment, and with any woman to be treated with stored gametes or 
embryos (where she is not a gamete provider.) The centre should also explain to gamete 
providers and current patients the importance of informing the centre of any change in their 
contact details, including that their gametes or embryos may be removed from storage if they do 
not keep their contact details up to date. 
 

17.23  The centre should establish and use documented procedures to contact patients who have 
gametes or embryos in storage for their own treatment when the end of the permitted storage 
period is approaching. The centre should use all contact details available to them, including at 
least one written form of contact. Patients should be provided with information about the options 
available to them as the end of their permitted storage period approaches. They should be given 
enough notice to enable them to consider those options and to access appropriate advice. 
Options could include the donation of the gametes or embryos for research, training or for the 
treatment of others. If contact with the patient is not possible, the centre should record the steps 
it has taken in the patient’s medical records. 

 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 
BFS/BAS/RCOG – UK Guidelines for the medical and laboratory screening of sperm, egg and embryo 
donors (2008) 
The Human Tissue Authority 
Department of Health- A Code of Practice for Tissue Banks Providing Tissues of Human Origin 
For Therapeutic Purposes 
Department of Health- Guidance on the Microbiological Safety of Human Organs (2011) 
Information on HTLV screening, issued in Clinic Focus, November 2010 
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NOTE: Corrections and minor clarifications to Code of Practice guidance are highlighted in red; deletions 
are highlighted in yellow.  

Guidance note 27: Adverse incidents 
Guidance note 16: Imports and exports 
Guidance note 30: Confidentiality and privacy 
 

 
Version 4.0 
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Mandatory requirements 
Extracts from the HFE Act 
Extracts from licence conditions  
Directions 
 
HFEA guidance 
Definitions 
Reporting and timescales 
 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 

 
Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
17  The person responsible 

 
(1) It shall be the duty of the individual under whose supervision the activities authorised by a 
licence are carried on (referred to in this Act as the "person responsible") to secure— 

 
(g) that the Authority is notified and provided with a report analysing the cause and the 
ensuing outcome of any serious adverse event or serious adverse reaction. 

 
24  Directions as to particular matters 

 
(13) The Authority may give directions as to the information to be provided to it and any measures 
to be taken by the person responsible in the event of— 

 
(a) any occurrence which may adversely influence the quality or safety of gametes or 
embryos intended for human application 
(b) any adverse incident which may be linked to the quality or safety of gametes or embryos 
intended for human application, or 
(c) any misidentification or mix-up of gametes or embryos intended for human application. 
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Schedule 3A - Supplementary licence conditions: human application 
 
Serious adverse events and serious adverse reactions 
 
3 Licence conditions shall require such— 

 
(a) systems to report, investigate, register and transmit information about serious adverse 
events and serious adverse reactions, and 
(b) accurate, rapid and verifiable procedures for recalling from distribution any product which 
may be related to a serious adverse event or serious adverse reaction, to be in place as are 
necessary to secure compliance with the requirements of Article 11 (notification of serious 
adverse events and reactions) of the first Directive and Article 5 (notification of serious 
adverse reactions) and Article 6 (notification of serious adverse events) of the third Directive. 

 
Licence conditions 
 
T118 The centre must establish, implement and comply with documented procedures to report, 

investigate, register and transmit information about serious adverse events and serious adverse 
reactions that occur on any premises to which a licence relates and any relevant third party 
premises. 

 
T119 The documented procedures referred to in licence condition T106 must enable the centre to 

communicate to the Authority, without delay: 
 
a. all relevant available information about suspected serious adverse events and reactions, and 
b. the conclusion of the investigation to analyse the cause and ensuing outcome in relation to 
serious adverse events and reactions. 

 
T120 The PR must notify the Authority of any suspected serious adverse events and serious adverse 

reactions by providing the information set out below and such other information as the Authority 
may specify in Directions: 
 
a. identification of the centre 
b. identification of the premises concerned  
c. report identification 
d. date of notification, and 
e. date of serious adverse event/serious adverse reaction 
In relation to serious adverse events the following information is also required: 
f. an evaluation of the event by activity, (procurement, testing, transport, processing, storage, 
distribution or other) and specification of the source of error, (defect in gametes or embryos, 
equipment or material failure or defect), human error or other (to identify preventable causes), to be 
followed by a conclusion report including items (a) to (e) above. 
 
In relation to serious adverse reaction(s) the following additional information is also required: 
 
g. date and place of procurement of gametes or application of gametes or embryos  
h. unique donation identification number 
i. date of suspected serious adverse reaction 
j. details of gametes or embryos involved in the suspected serious adverse reaction, and  
k. type of suspected serious adverse reaction(s). 
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T121 The centre must thereafter notify the Authority of the conclusion of the investigation into the serious 
adverse event/serious adverse reaction by providing at least the information set out below and any 
such other information as the Authority may specify in Directions: 
 
a. identification of the centre 
b. identification of the premises concerned  
c. report identification 
d. date when the serious adverse event/serious adverse reaction was confirmed  
e. date of the serious adverse event/serious adverse reaction, and 
f. corrective measures taken. 
In relation to serious adverse reaction(s) the following additional information is also required: 
g. date when the serious adverse reaction was confirmed  
h. unique donation identification number 
i. confirmation of the type of reaction(s) or a change in the type of reaction(s),  
j. clinical outcome, if known: 

 
i. complete recovery  
ii. minor sequelae 
iii. serious sequelae, or  
iv. death 

 
k. root cause analysis 
l. outcome of investigation and final conclusions, and 
m. recommendations for preventive and corrective actions. 

 
T122 The centre must ensure that an accurate, rapid and verifiable procedure is in place, which will 

enable it to recall from distribution any product that may be related to a serious adverse event or 
reaction. 

 
Directions 
 
0011 – Reporting adverse incidents and near misses 
 
HFEA Guidance 
Definitions 
 
27.11  An ‘adverse incident’ is any event, circumstance, activity or action which has caused, or has 

been identified as potentially causing harm, loss or damage to patients, their embryos and/or 
gametes, or to staff or a licensed centre. This includes serious adverse events, serious adverse 
reactions, breaches of confidentiality, issues with consent and ovarian hyperstimulation 
syndrome (OHSS) which requires a hospital admission and has a severity grading of severe or 
critical. 
 

27.12  A serious adverse event is defined in the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) as: 
 

a)  any untoward occurrence which may be associated with the procurement, testing, 
processing, storage or distribution of gametes or embryos intended for human application 
and which, in relation to a donor of gametes or a person who receives treatment services 
or non-medical fertility services— 

 
i)  might lead to the transmission of a communicable disease, to death, or life-

threatening, disabling or incapacitating conditions, or 
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ii)  might result in, or prolong, hospitalisation or illness, or 
 

b)  any type of gametes or embryo misidentification or mix-up’. 
 
27.13  A serious adverse reaction is defined in the HFE Act 1990 (as amended) as: 

 
‘an unintended response, including a communicable disease, in a donor of gametes 
intended for human application or a person who receives treatment services or non-
medical fertility services, which may be associated with the procurement or human 
application of gametes or embryos and which is fatal, life threatening, disabling, 
incapacitating or which results in, or prolongs, hospitalisation or illness’. 

 
27.14  A ‘near miss’ is an occurrence that, but for luck, skill or judgment, would in all probability have 

become an adverse incident. 
 
Reporting and timescales 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       27A 
HFEA Directions require centres to report all adverse incidents and near misses to the HFEA. This 
includes adverse incidents occurring at third party premises, where there is a third party agreement in 
force between the centre and that third party. 
 
Centres must report all serious adverse incidents to the HFEA by telephone within 12 working hours of 
their identification. This verbal notification must include the: 
 

i) centre’s name 
j) HFEA centre identification number 
k) contact details of the person responsible  
l) date of the initial notification or report 
m) name of any individual affected 
n) date and time of the serious adverse event or reaction 
o) details of gametes or embryos involved in the incident, and 
p) type of incident, including any transmission of infectious agents. 

 
In addition, the centre must inform the HFEA in writing of all adverse incidents occurring at that centre 
(or, if the event relates to treatment that involves a third party, at a centre with which it has a third party 
agreement) by completing an adverse incident form. 
 
The centre must email the completed form to incident.reporting@hfea.gov.uk within 24 working hours of 
discovering the incident. 

 
27.15  The centre’s documented procedures should ensure that any adverse incident or near miss that 

may result in harm to the patient, patient’s partner or donor is recorded and reviewed. 
 

27.16  If an adverse incident or near miss occurs, centres are expected to: 
 

c) review relevant procedures to minimise the risk of the incident happening again, and  
d) inform the HFEA of the revised procedures. 

 
27.17  When investigating serious adverse events and reactions, the centre should evaluate all 

assisted- conception processes directly related to the adverse event or reaction, and all relevant 
processes involving the: 
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g) management of resources 
h) training and competence of staff  
i) equipment 
j) materials 
k) information systems, and  
l) control of environment. 

 
A copy of the investigation report should be submitted to the HFEA. 

 
27.18  The HFEA also expects centres to report adverse incidents that arise from the use of equipment 

and materials. Reports of this nature should be sent to the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency (MHRA), as the relevant ‘competent authority’. An ‘adverse incident’ in this 
context is an incident that produces, or has the potential to produce, unwanted effects involving 
the safety of patients, users and others. This reporting is distinct from, but complementary to, that 
required by the HFEA. 
 

27.19  If a centre becomes aware that a child born following mitochondrial donation has been born with 
a mitochondrial disease, birth defect, or genetic abnormality, or if there has been some other 
adverse outcome (including but not limited to failed or no embryo development, miscarriage or 
premature birth) following treatment involving mitochondrial donation, the centre must regard this 
as an adverse incident and report this to the HFEA in line with the requirements on adverse 
incidents set out in guidance note 27. This is to capture information about any abnormalities that 
may occur as a result of carrying out the maternal spindle transfer (MST) or pronuclear transfer 
(PNT) treatment, to inform any regulatory or licensing action that the HFEA may wish to take and 
to inform the scientific sector. 
 

27.20  The centre should, in line with professional body guidance, inform patients/donors of any adverse 
incidents that may have resulted in harm to them, their gametes or their embryos. 

 

See also 
26 – Equipment and materials 
32 – Obligations and reporting requirements of centres 
33 – Mitochondrial donation 

 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 
 
National Patient Safety Agency – Being open: communicating patient safety incidents with patients, their 
families and carers 
NHS Litigation Authority – Apologies and Explanations 
General Medical Council – Good Medical Practice 
Nursing and Midwifery Council – The code: standards of conduct, performance and ethics for nurses and 
midwives 
CQC guidance for NHS providers on Duty of Candour 
National Health Service Litigation Authority guidance on “saying sorry” 
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Version 5.0 
 

On this page 
Mandatory requirements 
Extracts from the HFE Act 
Directions 
 
HFEA guidance 
Registering patients and donors 
Information for patients and donors 
Imports and exports decision tree 
General Directions: evidence of compliance 
Special Directions: imports or exports within the EEA and Gibraltar 
Special Directions: imports or exports outside the EEA and Gibraltar 
Notifying the HFEA about transfers 
 
Other legislation, professional guidelines and information  

 
Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
 
24  Directions as to particular matters 
 

(3) In relation to gametes or embryos that are not intended for human application, directions 
may authorise, in such circumstances and subject to such conditions as may be specified 
in the directions, the keeping, by or on behalf of a person to whom a licence applies, of 
gametes or embryos in the course of their carriage to or from any premises. 

 
(3A) In relation to gametes and embryos that are intended for human application,  

directions may authorise the keeping of gametes or embryos by or on behalf of a person to 
whom a licence applies, in the course of their carriage - 

 
(a) between premises to which licences relate, 
(b) between such premises and relevant third party premises, 
(c) between premises referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b) and tissue establishments 
accredited, designated, authorised or licensed under the laws, or other measures, of an 
EEA state other than the United Kingdom or of Gibraltar which implement the first, second 
and third Directives, or 
(d) between premises referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b) and tissue  
establishments in a country which is not an EEA state, pursuant to directions given under 
subsection (4), in such circumstances and subject to such conditions as may be specified 
in directions. 

 
(3B) Directions may authorise, in such circumstances and subject to such conditions as may be 

specified in the directions, the keeping, by or on behalf of a person to whom a licence 
applies, of human admixed embryos in the course of their carriage to or from any premises. 

 
(4) Directions may authorise any person to whom a licence applies to receive gametes, 

embryos or human admixed embryos from outside the United Kingdom or to send 
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gametes, embryos or human admixed embryos outside the United Kingdom in such 
circumstances and subject to such conditions as may be specified in the directions, and 
directions made by virtue of this subsection may provide for sections 12 to 14 of this Act to 
have effect with such modifications as may be specified in the directions. 

 
(4A) In giving any directions under subsection (4) authorising any person to whom a licence 

applies to import into the United Kingdom from a country which is not an EEA state, or to 
export from the United Kingdom to such a country, gametes or embryos intended for 
human application, the Authority shall -  

 
(a) include directions specifying the measures that persons to whom a licence applies shall 
take to ensure that all such imports or exports meet standards of quality and safety 
equivalent to those laid down in the Act, and 
(b) have regard to ensuring traceability. 

 
Directions 
 
0005 – Collecting and recording information for the HFEA 
0006 – Import and export of gametes and embryos 
 
HFEA guidance 
Registering patients and donors 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       16A 
Where a centre wishes to import gametes or embryos into the UK, or export them from the UK, the person 
responsible must ensure that: 
 
a donor information form is completed in respect of any donated gametes, and  
 
where the gametes are exported or imported for the use of a patient, that the patient is registered with the 
HFEA, and the relevant registration forms are completed. 

 
Information for patients and donors 
 
16.1 Before a patient or donor considers obtaining gametes or embryos from outside the UK, the centre 

should inform them that special criteria relating to UK standards must be met. 
 
Imports and exports decision tree 
 
16.2 The decision tree on the following page summarises what centres must consider when transferring 

gametes and embryos: 
 
a) within the European Economic Area (EEA) and Gibraltar, or 
b) outside the EEA and Gibraltar. 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/docs/0005_-_Collecting_and_recording_information.pdf
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/docs/0005_-_Collecting_and_recording_information.pdf
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/docs/General_directions_0006_-_Import_and_export_of_gametes_and_embryos.pdf
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Download the decision tree (92 KB PDF) 
 
General Directions: evidence of compliance 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       16B 
a) Within the EEA and Gibraltar  
 
Where a centre wants to export or import gametes or embryos to or from another EEA state or Gibraltar, 
the person responsible must obtain and retain (for three years) written evidence that the receiving or 
sending centre is accredited, designated, authorised or licensed in accordance with the requirements of 
the European Tissues and Cells Directive (EUTCD).  
 
b) Outside the EEA and Gibraltar  

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/docs/Decision_tree.pdf
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Where a centre wants to export or import gametes or embryos to or from a country outside the EEA or 
Gibraltar, the person responsible must obtain and retain (for three years) written evidence that: 
 
i) the receiving or sending centre is accredited, designated, authorised or licensed under the laws or other 
measures of the country in which it is situated in relation to quality and safety  
 
ii) the centre has appropriate quality management and traceability systems, and  
 
iii) the gametes or embryos have been procured and processed in appropriate facilities, and following 
procedures that minimise bacterial or other contamination. 
In each case, a copy of the information retained must be provided to the Authority on request.  
 
In all cases, all the remaining requirements in the relevant HFEA Directions on import and export of 
gametes and embryos relating to identification, consent, parenthood, payment of the donor, use of the 
gametes and embryos, and screening must be met. 
 
No import of eggs or embryos that have undergone maternal spindle transfer (MST) or pronuclear transfer 
(PNT) is permitted to the UK.  

 
16.3 The systems referred to in the interpretation box above should include the traceability of all 

materials and equipment that could affect the quality and safety of the gametes or embryos. For 
transfers to or from centres within the EEA and Gibraltar, this evidence may include documented 
certification from the competent authority that the centre complies with the requirements of the 
EUTCD, is included in a national database of registered tissue establishments, or both. 

 

See also 
Guidance note 19 – Traceability  
Guidance note 31 – Record keeping and document control 

 
Special Directions: imports or exports within the EEA and Gibraltar 
 
16.4 An application to the HFEA for Special Directions should be made when patients wish to transfer 

gametes or embryos to or from an EEA centre that is accredited, designated, authorised or 
licensed in line with the EUTCD, but compliance with the other conditions in the relevant General 
Directions cannot be assured. 

 
16.5 The HFEA has no power to issue Special Directions to allow imports to or exports from 

unaccredited tissue establishments within the EEA. Centres should tell patients that imports or 
exports of gametes or embryos are permitted only if the EEA centre has been accredited and 
licensed as complying with the requirements of the EUTCD. 

 
Special Directions: imports or exports outside the EEA and Gibraltar 
 
16.6 If compliance with all conditions in the relevant General Directions cannot be assured, then an 

application to the HFEA for Special Directions may be made. 
 

See also 
Special Direction – Export of Embryos form 
Special Direction – Export of Gametes form 
Special Direction – Import of Embryos form 
Special Direction – Import of Gametes form 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3464.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/3480.html
https://portal.hfea.gov.uk/ClinicPortal/Login.aspx
https://portal.hfea.gov.uk/ClinicPortal/Login.aspx
https://portal.hfea.gov.uk/ClinicPortal/Login.aspx
https://portal.hfea.gov.uk/ClinicPortal/Login.aspx
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Notifying the HFEA about transfers 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       16C 
When transferring gametes or embryos to or from the UK under General Directions, the centre must 
complete the relevant transfer notification form. In this form, the person responsible must declare that they 
are satisfied that the centre to or from which the transfer is being made meets the requirements listed in 
the Directions. Completed forms must be returned to the HFEA no later than five ten working days after 
the transfer has taken place.  
 
When transferring gametes or embryos under Special Directions, the person responsible must notify the 
HFEA within two working days. 

  

See also 
Embryo and gamete movement – Out (GO) form 
Embryo and gamete movement – In (GI) form 

  
Other legislation, professional guidance and information 
For information on EEA countries and the relevant competent authorities there, you may find the following 
links useful: 

EEA countries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hfea.gov.uk/2501.html
http://www.hfea.gov.uk/2501.html
http://ec.europa.eu/external_relations/eea/
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Import and export of gametes and 
embryos 

Ref: 0006 
Version: 5 

  

These Directions are: GENERAL DIRECTIONS 

Sections of the Act providing for 
these Directions: 

Sections 12 (1) (d) and (g); 24 (4) and (4A) 

These Directions come into force on: 1 October 2009 

These Directions remain in force: Until revoked 

This version issued on: 1 April 2017  

 
1. Licensed centres may receive gametes or embryos from another centre in Gibraltar or in a 

European Economic Area (EEA) state other than the United Kingdom, if the conditions in 
Schedule 1 to these Directions are satisfied. 
 

2. Licensed centres may send gametes and embryos outside the United Kingdom to another 
centre in Gibraltar or in a European Economic Area (EEA) state other than the United 
Kingdom, if the conditions in Schedule 2 to these Directions are satisfied. 
 

3. Licensed centres may receive gametes or embryos from another centre in a non-European 
Economic Area (EEA) state other than Gibraltar, if the conditions in Schedule 3 to these 
Directions are satisfied. 
 

4. Licensed centres may send gametes or embryos outside the United Kingdom to another 
centre outside of the European Economic Area (EEA) and Gibraltar, if the conditions in 
Schedule 4 to these Directions are satisfied. 

 

 
 
 Dr Andy Greenfield, HFEA member   21 October 2015 
 
In accordance with the powers delegated by the Authority on 16 September 2015, under 
Section 6.6 of the Standing Orders. 
 

 

Directions given under the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 
as amended 
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Version control 

Directions name: Import and export of gametes and embryos 

Reference number: 0006 

Date version 1 issued: 1 October 2009 

 

Date version 2 issued: 1 October 2009 

Chair’s letter reference: CH(09)05 

 

Date version 3 issued: 6 April 2010 

Chair’s letter reference: CH(10)03 

 

Date version 4 issued: 29 October 2015  

Chair’s letter reference: CH(15)02 

 

Date version 7 issued: 1 April 2017 

Chair’s letter reference: CH(17)XX 
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Import of gametes and embryos from Gibraltar and the European Economic Area (EEA) 
 
1. Licensed centres may only receive gametes or embryos from another centre in Gibraltar or in a 

European Economic Area (EEA) state other than the United Kingdom if the following conditions are 
satisfied*: 

 
(a) the centre from which the gametes or embryos are to be imported (the supplying centre) is 
accredited, designated, authorised or licensed under the laws or other measures of Gibraltar or the 
EEA state concerned, in accordance with the first, second and third Directives (2004/23/EC, 
2006/17/EC and 2006/86/EC); 
 
(b) the person who provided the gametes is (and in the case of an embryo, both persons who 
provided the gametes from which the embryo was created are) identifiable; 
 
(c) the person who provided the gametes has (and in the case of an embryo, both persons who 
provided the gametes from which the embryo was created, have) given and not withdrawn consent 
in writing to the gametes or embryos being imported into the United Kingdom; 
 
(d) before giving consent, the person(s) referred to in paragraph (c) has been given written notice 
stating that the law governing the use of gametes and/or embryos and the parentage of any 
resulting child may not be the same in the United Kingdom as in the country from which the 
gametes or embryos are to be imported, and they have been given any further information which 
they may require; 
 
(e) no money or other benefits has been given or received in respect of the supply of the gametes 
or embryos unless the money or benefit received is in accordance with Directions 0001 (Gamete 
and embryo donation) or any subsequent Directions given by the Authority relating to giving and 
receiving money or other benefits; 
 
(f) the purpose of importing the gametes or embryos concerned is to enable them to be used to 
provide treatment services, namely medical, surgical or obstetric services for the purpose of 
assisting a woman to carry a child or to be stored for such a purpose in the future; and 
 
(g) the gametes or embryos to be imported meet the UK requirements on screening in accordance 
with the Authority’s standard licence conditions and the Code of Practice that is currently in force. 

 
2. Before any gametes or embryos are imported, the receiving centre must obtain written confirmation 

from the supplying centre or appropriate Competent Authority that the centre meets the 
requirements set out in paragraph 1 a) of this schedule. The receiving centre must also obtain 
written confirmation from the supplying centre that the requirements of paragraphs 1 (b), (c), (d), 
(e), (f) and (g) of this schedule have been met in relation to the gametes or embryos concerned. 
The written confirmation must be retained by the receiving centre for a period of three years and a 
copy provided to the Authority on request. 

 
3. Whenever gametes or embryos are imported in accordance with these Directions, the Person 

Responsible of the receiving centre must ensure that the following information is submitted to the 
Authority using the Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) system, no later than 5 10 working days after 
the import has taken place: 

 
(a) the Donor Information form for each gamete donor (where donated gametes or embryos are 
imported); 

Schedule 1 
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(b) the Patient and Partner Registration forms (where own gametes or embryos are imported); and 
 

 (c) a notification of the import using the relevant Embryo and Gamete Movement – In (GI) form. 
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Export of gametes and embryos to Gibraltar and the European Economic Area (EEA) 

 
1. Licensed centres may only send gametes and embryos outside the United Kingdom to another 

centre in Gibraltar or in an EEA state other than the United Kingdom (“the receiving centre”) if the 
following conditions are satisfied: 

 

(a) the centre to which the gametes or embryos are to be exported is accredited, designated, 

authorised or licensed under the laws or other measure of Gibraltar or the EEA state concerned, in 

accordance with the first, second and third Directives (2004/23/EC, 2006/17/EC and 2006/86/EC) 

and in those cases where a centre wishes to export eggs or embryos created using either 

pronuclear transfer or maternal spindle transfer, the centre to which the eggs or embryos are to be 

exported is accredited, designated, authorised or licensed to undertake mitochondrial donation for 

the purpose of avoiding serious mitochondrial disease; 

 

(b) the person who provided the gametes has (and, in the case of an embryo, both persons who 

provided the gametes from which the embryo was created, have) given and not withdrawn consent 

in writing to the gametes or embryos being exported to the country in which the receiving centre is 

situated; 

 

(c) before giving consent, the person(s) has been given a written notice stating that the law 

governing the use of gametes and/or embryos and the parentage of any resulting child may not be 

the same in the country to which the gametes or embryos are to be exported as it is in the United 

Kingdom, and they have been given any further information which they may require; 

 

(d) no money or other benefits has been given or received in respect of the supply of the gametes 

or embryos unless the money or benefit received is in accordance with Directions 0001 (Gamete 

and embryo donation) or any subsequent Directions given by the Authority relating to giving and 

receiving money or other benefits; 

 

(e) the purpose of exporting the gametes or embryos concerned is to enable them to be used to 

provide treatment services, namely medical, surgical or obstetric services for the purpose of 

assisting a woman carry a child or to be stored for such a purpose in the future; 

 

(f) the gametes or embryos are not exported if they cannot be lawfully used in licensed treatment 

services in the United Kingdom in the manner or circumstances in which it is proposed that the 

gametes or embryos be used by the receiving centre; and 

 

(g) the remaining term of the relevant storage period for the gametes or embryos, as provided for 

in section 15 (3) or (4) or by Regulations made under section 15 (5) of the Human Fertilisation and 

Embryology Act 1990 as amended, and the period for which the gametes and embryos may 

remain in storage in accordance with the consent(s) of the relevant gamete provider(s), are not 

less than 6 months from the date on which they are to be exported. 

 
2. Before any gametes or embryos are exported, the supplying centre must obtain from the receiving 

centre or appropriate Competent Authority written confirmation that the receiving centre meets the 
requirements of paragraphs 1 (a). The written confirmation must be retained by the supplying 
centre for a period of 3 years and a copy provided to the Authority on request. 

 

Schedule 2 
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3. Whenever gametes or embryos are exported in accordance with these Directions, the Person 
Responsible of the supplying centre must ensure that the Embryo and Gamete Movement – Out 
(GO) form on the Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) system is completed and submitted to the 
HFEA no later than 5 10 working days after the export has taken place.  

 
4. The supplying centre must keep all original records which it is required to maintain under its licence 

for the periods specified in Directions 0005 (Collecting and recording information for HFEA), but 
copies of the following documentation must accompany the gametes or embryos to the recipient 
centre: 

 

(a) a copy of the consent form signed by each gamete provider; 

 

(b) a copy of the Donor Information form for each gamete donor (where donated gametes or 

embryos are exported); 

 

(c) a copy of the Patient and Partner registration forms (where own gametes or embryos are 

exported); and 

 

(d) a copy of the relevant Embryo and Gamete Movement – Out (GO) form. 

 

The supplying centre must notify the receiving centres and the HFEA if there are any changes to 

the information supplied. 
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Import of gametes and embryos from outside of the European Economic Area (EEA) and 
Gibraltar 
 
1. Licensed centres may receive gametes or embryos from another centre in a non-EEA state other 

than Gibraltar, if the following conditions are satisfied*: 

 

(a) the centre from which the gametes or embryos are to be imported (the supplying centre) is 

accredited, designated, authorised or licensed under the quality and safety laws or other measures 

of the country in which it is situated; 

 

(b) the supplying centre has a quality management system in place which has been certified by an 

internationally recognised body; 

 

(c) the supplying centre has a traceability system in place which ensures that all gametes and 

embryos are traceable from procurement of gametes to patient treatment and vice versa. The 

centre’s traceability procedures should also include all materials or equipment that could have an 

impact on the quality or safety of the gametes or embryos; 

 

(d) the procurement and processing of the gametes or embryos has taken place in appropriate 

facilities and following procedures that minimise bacterial or other contamination; 

 

(e) the person who provided the gametes is (and, in the case of an embryo, both persons who 

provided the gametes from which the embryo was created, are) identifiable; 

 

(f) the person who provided the gametes has (and, in the case of an embryo, both persons who 

provided the gametes from which the embryo was created, have) given and not withdrawn consent 

in writing to the gametes or embryos being imported into the United Kingdom; 

 

(g) before giving consent, the person(s) referred to in paragraph (f) has been given a written notice 

stating that the law governing the use of gametes and/or embryos and the parentage of any 

resulting child may not be the same in the United Kingdom as in the country from which the 

gametes or embryos are to be imported, and have been given further information which they may 

require; 

 

(h) no money or other benefits has been given or received in respect of the supply of the gametes 

or embryos unless the money or benefits paid or received is in accordance with Directions 0001 

(Gamete and embryo donation) or any subsequent Directions given by the Authority relating to 

giving and receiving money or other benefits; 

 

(i) the purpose of importing the gametes or embryos concerned is to enable them to be used to 

provide treatment services, namely medical, surgical or obstetric services for the purpose of 

assisting a woman to carry a child or to be stored for such a purpose in the future; and 

 

(j) the gametes or embryos to be imported meet the UK requirements on screening in accordance 

with the Authority’s standard licence conditions and the Code of Practice that is currently in force. 

 

Schedule 3 
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2. Before any gametes or embryos are imported, the receiving centre must obtain written confirmation 
from the supplying centre that the centre meets the requirements of paragraphs 1 (a), (b), (c) and 
(d) of this schedule. The receiving centre must also obtain written confirmation from the supplying 
centre that the requirements of paragraphs 1 (e), (f), (g), (h), (i) and (j) of this schedule will be 
complied with in relation to the gametes or embryos concerned. The written confirmation must be 
retained by the receiving centre for a period of 3 years and a copy provided to the Authority upon 
request. 

 
3. Whenever gametes or embryos are imported in accordance with these Directions, the Person 

Responsible of the receiving centre must ensure that the following information is submitted to the 
Authority using the Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) system, no later than 5 10 working days after 
the import has taken place: 

 

(a) the Donor Information form for each gamete donor (where donated gametes or embryos are 

imported); 

 

(b) the Patient and Partner Registration forms (where own gametes or embryos imported); and 

 

(c) a notification of the import using the relevant Embryo and Gamete Movement – In (GI) form. 
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Export of gametes and embryos outside of the European Economic Area (EEA) 

1. Licensed centres may send gametes or embryos outside the United Kingdom to another centre 
outside of the EEA and Gibraltar (“the receiving centre”) if the following conditions are satisfied: 

 

(a) the receiving centre is accredited, designated, authorised or licensed under the quality and 

safety laws or other measures of the country in which it is situated and in those cases where a 

centre wishes to export eggs or embryos created using either pronuclear transfer or maternal 

spindle transfer, the centre to which the eggs or embryos are to be exported is accredited, 

designated, authorised or licensed to undertake mitochondrial donation for the purpose of avoiding 

serious mitochondrial disease; 

 

(b) the receiving centre has a quality management system in place which has been certified by an 

internationally recognised body; 

 

(c) the receiving centre has a traceability system in place which ensures that all gametes and 

embryos are traceable from procurement of gametes to patient treatment and vice versa. The 

centre’s traceability procedures should also encompass all materials or equipment that could have 

an impact on the quality or safety of the gametes and embryos; 

 

(d) the person who provided the gametes has (and, in the case of an embryo, both persons who 

provided the gametes from which the embryo was created, have) given and not withdrawn consent 

in writing to the gametes or embryos being exported to the country in which the receiving centre is 

situated; 

 

(e) before giving consent, the person(s) has been given a written notice stating that the law 

governing the use of gametes and/or embryos and the parentage of any resulting child may not be 

the same in the country in which the receiving centre is situated as it is in the United Kingdom, and 

they have been given any further information which they may require; 

 

(f) no money or other benefits has been given or received in respect of the supply of the gametes 

or embryos unless the money or benefit paid or received is in accordance with the Directions 0001 

(Gamete and embryo donation) or any subsequent Directions given by the Authority relating to 

giving and receiving of money or other benefits; 

 

(g) the purpose of exporting the gametes or embryos concerned is to enable them to be used to 

provide treatment services, namely medical, surgical or obstetric services for the purpose of 

assisting a woman to carry a child or to be stored for such a purpose in the future; 

 

(h) the gametes or embryos are not exported if they could not lawfully be used in licensed 

treatment services in the United Kingdom in the manner or circumstances in which it is proposed 

that the gametes or embryos be used by the receiving centre; and 

 

(i) the remaining term of the relevant storage period for the gametes or embryos, as provided for in 

section 15 (3) or (4) or by Regulations made under section 15 (5) of the HFE Act 1990 amended, 

and the period for which the gametes and embryos may remain stored in accordance with the 

Schedule 4 
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consent(s) of the relevant gamete provider(s), are not less than 6 months from the date on which 

they are to be exported. 

 
2. Before any gametes or embryos are exported the supplying centre must obtain from the receiving 

centre written confirmation that the receiving centre meets the requirements of paragraph 1 (a), 1 
(b) and 1 (c) of this schedule. The written confirmation must be retained by the supplying centre for 
a period of three years and a copy provided to the Authority upon request. 

 
3. Whenever gametes or embryos are exported in accordance with these Directions, the Person 

Responsible of the supplying centre must ensure that the Embryo and Gamete Movement – Out 
(GO) form on the Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) system is completed and submitted to the 
HFEA no later than 5 10 working days after the export has taken place.  

 
4. The supplying centre should keep all original records which it is required to maintain under its 

licence for the periods specified in Directions 0005 (Collecting and recording information for the 
HFEA), but copies of the following documentation must accompany the gametes or embryos to the 
recipient centre: 

 

a) a copy of the consent form signed by each gamete provider; 

 

b) a copy of the Donor Information form for each gamete donor (where donated gametes or 

embryos are exported); 

 

c) a copy of the Patient and Partner Registration forms (where own gametes or embryos are 

exported); and 

 

d) a copy of the relevant Embryo and Gamete Movement – Out (GO) form. 

 

The supplying centre must notify the receiving centres and the HFEA if there are any changes to 

the information supplied. 
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Mandatory requirements 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology (HFE) Act 1990 (as amended) 
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31  Register information 
 
(1) The Authority shall keep a register which is to contain any information which falls within 
subsection (2) and which— 

 
(a) immediately before the coming into force of section 24 of the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Act 2008, was contained in the register kept under this section by the Authority, 
or 
(b) is obtained by the Authority. 

 
(2) Subject to subsection (3), information falls within this subsection if it relates to— 

 
(a) the provision for any identifiable individual of treatment services other than basic partner 
treatment services, 
(b) the procurement or distribution of any sperm, other than sperm which is partner-donated 
sperm and has not been stored, in the course of providing non-medical fertility services for 
any identifiable individual, 
(c) the keeping of the gametes of any identifiable individual or of an embryo taken from any 
identifiable woman, 
(d) the use of the gametes of any identifiable individual other than their use for the purpose of 
basic partner treatment services, or 
(e) the use of an embryo taken from any identifiable woman, or if it shows that any 
identifiable individual is a relevant individual. 

 
(3) Information does not fall within subsection (2) if it is provided to the Authority for the purposes 
of any voluntary contact register as defined by section 31ZF(1). 
 
(4) In this section “relevant individual” means an individual who was or may have been born in 
consequence of— 

 
(a) treatment services, other than basic partner treatment services, or 
(b) the procurement or distribution of any sperm (other than partner donated sperm which 
has not been stored) in the course of providing non-medical fertility services. 

 
33A  Disclosure of information 

 
(1) No person shall disclose any information falling within section 31(2) which the person obtained 
(whether before or after the coming into force of section 24 of the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Act 2008)  in the person’s capacity as - 

 
(a) a member or employee of the Authority, 
(b) any person exercising functions of the Authority by virtue of section 8B or 8C of this Act 
(including a person exercising such functions by virtue of either of those sections as a 
member of staff or as an employee), 
(c) any person engaged by the Authority to provide services to the Authority, 
(d) any person employed by, or engaged to provide services to, a person mentioned in 
paragraph (c),  
(e) a person to whom a licence applies, 
(f) a person to whom a third party agreement applies, or 
(g) a person to whom Directions have been given. 

 
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply where - 

 
(a) the disclosure is made to a person as a member or employee of the Authority or as a 
person exercising functions of the Authority as mentioned in subsection (1)(b), 
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(b) the disclosure is made to or by a person falling within subsection (1)(c) for the purpose of 
the provision of services which that person is engaged to provide to the Authority, 
(c) the disclosure is made by a person mentioned in subsection (1)(d) for the purpose of 
enabling a person falling within subsection (1)(c) to provide services which that person is 
engaged to provide to the Authority, 
(d) the disclosure is made to a person to whom a licence applies for the purpose of that 
person’s functions as such, 
(e) the disclosure is made to a person to whom a third party agreement applies for the 
purpose of that person’s functions under that agreement, 
(f) the disclosure is made in pursuance of Directions given by virtue of section 24, 
(g) the disclosure is made so that no individual can be identified from the information, 
(h) the disclosure is of information other than identifying donor information and is made with 
the consent required by section 33B,  
(i) the disclosure- 

 
(i) is made by a person who is satisfied that it is necessary to make the disclosure to 
avert an imminent danger to the health of an individual (‘‘P’’), 
(ii) is of information falling within section 31(2)(a) which could be disclosed by virtue of 
paragraph (h) with P’s consent or could be disclosed to P by virtue of subsection (5), 
and 
(iii) is made in circumstances where it is not reasonably practicable to obtain P’s 
consent. 
 

(j) the disclosure is of information which has been lawfully made available to the public 
before the disclosure is made, 
(k) the disclosure is made in accordance with sections 31ZA to 31ZE,  
(l) the disclosure is required or authorised to be made – 
 

(i) under regulations made under section 33D, or 
(ii) in relation to any time before the coming into force of the first regulations under that 
section, under regulations made under section 251 of the National Health Service Act 
2006, 
 

(m) the disclosure is made by a person acting in the capacity mentioned in subsection (1)(a) 
or (b) for the purpose of carrying out the Authority’s duties under section 8A, 
(n) the disclosure is made by a person acting in the capacity mentioned in subsection (1)(a) 
or (b) in pursuance of an order of a court under section 34 or 35, 
(o) the disclosure is made by a person acting in the capacity mentioned in subsection (1)(a) 
or (b) to the Registrar General in pursuance of a request under section 32, 
(p) the disclosure is made by a person acting in the capacity mentioned in subsection (1)(a) 
or (b) to any body or person discharging a regulatory function for the purpose of assisting 
that body or person to carry out that function, 
(q) the disclosure is made for the purpose of establishing in any proceedings relating to an 
application for an order under subsection (1) of section 54 of the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Act 2008 whether the condition specified in paragraph (a) or (b) of that 
subsection is met, 
(r) the disclosure is made under section 3 of the Access to Health Records Act 1990, 
(s) the disclosure is made under Article 5 of the Access to Health Records (Northern Ireland) 
Order 1993, or 
(t) the disclosure is made necessarily for - 

 
(i) the purpose of the investigation of any offence (or suspected offence), or 
(ii) any purpose preliminary to proceedings, or for the purposes of, or in connection 
with, any proceedings. 
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(3)  Subsection (1) does not apply to the disclosure of information in so far as - 
 
(a) the information identifies a person who, but for sections 27 to 29 of this Act or sections 33 
to 47 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008, would or might be a parent of a 
person who instituted proceedings under section 1A of the Congenital Disabilities (Civil 
Liability) Act 1976, and 
(b) the disclosure is made for the purpose of defending such proceedings, or instituting 
connected proceedings for compensation against that parent. 

 
(4)  Paragraph (t) of subsection (2), so far as relating to disclosure for the purpose of the 
 investigation of an offence or suspected offence, or for any purpose preliminary to, or in 
 connection with proceedings, does not apply— 

 
(a) to disclosure of identifying donor information, or 
(b) to disclosure, in circumstances in which subsection (1) of section 34 of this Act applies, of 
information relevant to the determination of the question mentioned in that subsection, made 
by any person acting in a capacity mentioned in any of paragraphs (c) to (g) of subsection 
(1). 

 
(5)  Subsection (1) does not apply to the disclosure to any individual of information which— 

 
(a) falls within subsection (2) of section 31 of this Act by virtue of any of paragraphs (a) to (e) 
of that subsection, and 
(b) relates only to that individual or, in the case of an individual who is treated together with, 
or gives a notice under section 37 or 44 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 
in respect of, another, only to that individual and that other. 

 
(6) In subsection (2)— 

 
(i) in paragraph (p) “regulatory function” has the same meaning as in section 32 of the 
Legislative and Regulatory Reform Act 2006, and 
(ii) in paragraph (t) references to “proceedings” include any formal procedure for dealing with 
a complaint. 

 
(7) In this section ‘‘identifying donor information’’ means information enabling a person to be 
identified as a person whose gametes were used in accordance with consent given under 
paragraph 5 of Schedule 3 for the purposes of treatment services or non-medical fertility services 
in consequence of which an identifiable individual was, or may have been, born. 

 
33C  Power to provide for additional exceptions from section 33A(1) 

 
(1) Power to provide for additional exceptions from section 33A(1) 
 
(2) No exception may be made under this section for - 

 
(a) disclosure of a kind mentioned in paragraph (a) or (b) of subsection (4) of section 33A, or 
(b) disclosure in circumstances in which section 32 of this Act applies of information having 
the tendency mentioned in subsection (2) of that section, made by any person acting in a 
capacity mentioned in any of paragraphs (c) to (g) of subsection (1) of section 33A. 

  
34  Disclosure in interests of justice 

 
(1) Where in any proceedings before a court the question whether a person is or is not the parent 
of a child by virtue of sections 27 to 29 of this Act or sections 33 to 47 of the Human Fertilisation 
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and Embryology Act 2008 falls to be determined, the court may on the application of any party to 
the proceedings make an order requiring the Authority— 

 
(a) to disclose whether or not any information relevant to that question is contained in the 
register kept in pursuance of section 31 of this Act, and 
(b) if it is, to disclose so much of it as is specified in the order, but such an order may not 
require the Authority to disclose any information falling within section 31(2) (c) to (e) of this 
Act. 

 
(2) The court must not make an order under subsection (1) above unless it is satisfied that the 
interests of justice require it to do so, taking into account— 

 
(a) any representations made by any individual who may be affected by the disclosure, and 
(b) the welfare of the child, if under 18 years old, and of any other person under that age who 
may be affected by the disclosure. 

 
(3) If the proceedings before the court are civil proceedings, it— 

 
(a) may direct that the whole or any part of the proceedings on the application for an order 
under subsection (2) above shall be heard in camera, and 
(b) if it makes such an order, may then or later direct that the whole or any part of any later 
stage of the proceedings shall be heard in camera. 

 
(4) An application for a direction under subsection (3) above shall be heard in camera unless the 
court otherwise directs. 

 
35  Disclosure in interests of justice: congenital disabilities, etc 

 
(1) Where for the purpose of instituting proceedings under section 1 of the Congenital Disabilities 
(Civil Liability) Act 1976 (civil liability to child born disabled) it is necessary to identify a person who 
would or might be the parent of a child but for the relevant statutory provisions, the court may, on 
the application of the child, make an order requiring the Authority to disclose any information 
contained in the register kept in pursuance of section 31 of this Act identifying that person. 
 
(2) Where, for the purposes of any action for damages in Scotland (including any such action 
which is likely to be brought) in which the damages claimed consist of or include damages or 
solatium in respect of personal injury (including any disease and any impairment of physical or 
mental condition), it is necessary to identify a person who would or might be the parent of a child 
but for the relevant statutory provisions, the court may, on the application of any party to the action 
or, if the proceedings have not been commenced, the prospective pursuer, make an order 
requiring the Authority to disclose any information contained in the register kept in pursuance of 
section 31 of this Act identifying that person. 
 
(2A) In subsections (1) and (2) “the relevant statutory provisions” means –  

 
(a) sections 27 to 29 of this Act, and 
(b) sections 33 to 47 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008. 

 
(3) Subsections (2) to (4) of section 34 of this Act apply for the purposes of this section as they 
apply for the purposes of that. 
 
(4) After section 4(4) of the Congenital Disabilities (Civil Liability) Act 1976 there is inserted— 

"(4A) In any case where a child carried by a woman as the result of the placing in her of an 
embryo or of sperm and eggs or her artificial insemination is born disabled, any reference in 



Code of Practice update (April 2017)  Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority   

 

 

section 1 of this Act to a parent includes a reference to a person who would be a parent but 
for sections 27 to 29 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990." 

  
41  Offences 

 
(5) A person who discloses any information in contravention of section 33A of this Act is guilty of 
an offence and liable – 

 
(a) on conviction on indictment, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years or a fine 
or both, and 
(b) on summary conviction, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months or a fine not 
exceeding the statutory maximum or both. 

 
Licence conditions 
 
T43 The centre must ensure that all information is kept confidential and only disclosed in circumstances 

permitted by law. 
 
T44   The centre must have processes in place to ensure that access to a centre’s health data and 

records is secure at all times; conforms with legislative requirements; and is only available to 
persons named on a centre’s licence or authorised by the Person Responsible. Such processes 
shall include: 
 
a. establishing and maintaining data security measures and safeguards against any unauthorised 
data additions, deletions or modifications to patient/donor files or records, and the transfer of 
information 
b. establishing and maintaining procedures to resolve all data discrepancies 
c. preventing unauthorised disclosure of information whilst guaranteeing the traceability of gamete, 
embryo or tissue (cell) donations 
 
d. considering and responding to applications for access to confidential records and correctly 
identifying applicants, and 
e. receiving, checking and arranging authorised access to confidential data and records. 

 
T45 Access to registers and data must be restricted to persons authorised by the PR and to the 

Authority for the purpose of inspection and control measures. 
 
HFEA Guidance 
Confidentiality 
 
30.1  The centre should ensure that information provided in confidence, including all information 

relating to donors, patients and children born as a result of treatment, is kept confidential and 
disclosed only in the circumstances permitted by law. The centre should ensure that patients, 
their partners, and donors do not have access to any other person’s records without first getting 
that person’s consent. 
 

30.2  If the centre is in doubt about whether a proposed disclosure is lawful, it should seek 
independent legal advice. 

 
Breach of confidentiality 
 
30.3  If confidentiality is breached, the centre should investigate, deal with the breach, and submit a 

full explanation to the HFEA. If it appears that a criminal offence has been committed, the 
centre should inform the police. 
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Access to medical records 
 
30.4  For the purposes of this Code of Practice, a record is defined as information created, received 

and maintained as evidence by a centre or person, in meeting legal obligations or in transacting 
business. Records can be in any form or medium provided they are readily accessible, legible 
and indelible. 
 

30.5  The centre must establish a documented procedure for controlling access to medical records. 
This should ensure that arrangements are in place for: 
 

a) properly identifying applicants 
b) promptly considering and responding to applications for access to confidential records 
c) a designated individual in the centre being responsible for receiving, checking and 

arranging authorised access to confidential records 
d) notifying the Information Commissioner in line with the Data Protection Act 1998 
e) giving all individual donors and recipients who provide information about themselves 

access to their own individual records of that information and an opportunity to correct it 
f) ensuring proper procedures are in place to maintain confidentiality when records are 

stored off site, and 
g) ensuring that individuals are aware of their rights under the Data Protection Act 1998 to 

access their own medical records. 
 

NOTE: When the centre is part of a larger organisation, the appropriate department of the 
parent organisation may do some of these procedures, where relevant. 
 

30.6  The centre should have clear security procedures to prevent unauthorised access to records, 
and take particular care if records are kept outside the licensed premises (eg, when counselling 
takes place outside the centre). The security procedures should be appropriate to the record 
keeping system, whether paper-based, electronic or in any other format. Extra scrutiny is 
recommended if the centre has laboratory equipment that stores patient-identifying information 
electronically. 
 

30.7  To mitigate the risks of unauthorised people inadvertently gaining access to patient-identifying 
information through electronic records, the centre should: 
 

a) ensure that such information cannot be transferred to portable media-storage devices 
b) ensure that when hardware is removed from the premises, identifying information has 

been removed 
c) consider making it a policy that no data is stored on any third-party device unless there is 

a process for anonymising or deleting the data 
d) record and audit potential access to identifying information 
e) have systems in place to reduce the risks of malicious access to data; these systems 

should include anti-virus software, firewalls, and network segmentation (including user-
/network-level usernames and passwords) 

f) know what software is installed on centre systems and what it allows 
g) ensure agreements/contracts with the relevant providers set out expectations. 

 
30.8  If the centre’s service providers require access to identifying information to do their job, then the 

centre must take steps to ensure that any person accessing data is suitable. 
 

30.9  A person whose medical records are held by the centre is normally entitled to receive a copy of 
their own medical records, so long as they ask in writing (including by electronic means) and 
pay any fee required. The source of the information and an explanation of any unusual or 
technical terms should be given. 
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Requests under the Data Protection Act 1998 
 
30.10  The centre should comply promptly with ‘subject access requests’ made under the Data 

Protection Act 1998. Usually, such requests will be for copies of medical records. The centre 
must check the identity of the person making the request and may also request written consent 
and proof of identity from the partners of applicants if the medical record contains information 
relating to them. The centre may also levy a fee of between £10 and £50 for copying medical 
records. 
 

30.11  When proof of identity and payment has been received, the centre has 40 calendar days to 
respond to the request.  The centre should be aware that some requests for information may fall 
under different information access regimes; they must ensure that they comply within the 
appropriate timeframes (eg, 20 working days under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and 
the Environmental Information Regulations 2004). 
 

30.12  The centre should take into account any other exceptions and modifications to the Data 
Protection Act 1998 before giving access. 

 
Disclosing non-identifying information: general 
 
30.13  The centre may disclose information that does not identify or could not reasonably be expected 

to lead to the identification of a person owed a duty of confidentiality. If the centre is unsure 
whether information it proposes to disclose could identify the person, it should seek 
independent legal advice. 

 
Disclosure authorised by statute 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       30A 
A centre may hold information that could lead to the identification of: 
 

a) an individual donor or recipient of gametes or embryos (including mitochondrial donation) 
b) an individual or couple seeking or receiving treatment services (other than basic partner 

services), or  
c) an individual who may have been born as a result of such services or as a result of donated 

sperm. 
 
The centre may disclose this information only in the specific circumstances set out in the HFE Act 1990 
(as amended). The information may, for example, be disclosed: 

 
a) to anyone, provided that it is disclosed in such a way that no individual can be identified from 

it  
b) to the Authority 
c) to another licensed centre to enable that centre to carry out its functions under its licence 
d) to the person to whom the information relates, and to their partner (if they are being treated 

together, or their partner has served notice of consent to be treated as the legal parent of any 
resulting child) 

e) with the consent of each person who could be identified from the information (although 
disclosure in this case is limited to information other than that from which a donor of gametes 
could be identified) 

f) in connection with specific proceedings, including, for example, in relation to the formal 
complaints procedure, or 

g) in an emergency, if disclosure is necessary to avert imminent danger to the health of the 
person to whom the information relates, and it is not reasonably practicable to obtain their 
consent to disclosure. 
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If the centre is in doubt about whether a proposed disclosure is lawful, it should seek independent legal 
advice. 

 
30.14  If the centre refers a person seeking treatment to another licensed centre, it should provide 

relevant information in line with good clinical practice. The centre must always supply 
information relevant to the welfare of the child. 

 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       30B 
A donor may request information from a centre about the number, sex and birth year of any children 
born using their gametes or embryos (including mitochondrial donation). If the centre holds that 
information, it must provide it unless the person responsible considers that special circumstances 
exist that increase the likelihood of the donor being able to identify any of those children. 
 
Once a person conceived using donor gametes reaches the age of 16, they may ask the Authority 
to give them certain non-identifying information about the donor and the number, sex and year of 
birth of any donor-conceived siblings. 

 
30.15  The HFEA will seek to inform donors of gametes and embryos that it has received an 

application by a donor-conceived person for identifying information about them. The HFEA will 
not give the donor any information about the person making the application. 

 
Disclosing information to recipients of donated gametes and embryos 
 
30.16  The centre may give non-identifying information about the donor to those who receive donor-

assisted conception treatment or treatment involving mitochondrial donation and those who 
have received such treatment in the past. 
 

30.17  The HFEA may also disclose the information that centres may disclose in these circumstances, 
if that information is contained on its Register. 
 

30.18  The centre should: 
 

a) reassure donors and potential donors that they may ask at any time how many children 
have resulted from their donation 

b) reassure identifiable donors that attempts will be made to contact them before their 
identity is disclosed to a donor-conceived person 

c) encourage identifiable donors to provide up-to-date contact details to help this, and 
d) respond as fully as possible to patients' requests for non-identifying information about the 

donor(s) used in their treatment. 
  
Consent to disclose identifying information 
 

Interpretation of mandatory requirements       30C 
Patients have the right to decide what identifying information should be disclosed and to whom. Centres 
should obtain a patient’s written consent before disclosing information relating to their treatment (or 
providing gametes for a partner’s treatment), or storage of their gametes or embryos. 
 
In addition, consent is needed from any person who could be identified through disclosure of information 
about a person’s treatment or storage. For example, if a patient’s partner could be incidentally identified 
through disclosure of information about a patient’s treatment. 
 
If a child born as a result of treatment could be identified, consent must be obtained from the parent(s), 
unless identification is necessarily incidental to the disclosure of information about the patient’s 
treatment. Once a child born as a result of treatment is considered competent to consent, then their 
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consent (if given) will override the consent of the parent(s). 

 
30.19  Before obtaining consent to disclose information, the centre should give the person enough 

information for them to make a properly informed decision, including: 
 

a) precisely what information is to be disclosed  
b) the terms on which it is disclosed 
c) the reasons for disclosure (eg, to keep the person’s GP informed about the fertility 

treatment) 
d) the implications of disclosure, in particular the fact that, once it is disclosed, the 

information will be subject no longer to the special provisions of the HFE Act 1990 (as 
amended) but only to the general law of confidentiality, and 

e) the categories of people to whom the information is to be disclosed. 
 

30.20  The centre should seek consent to disclosure to the following categories of people: 
 

a) the patient’s GP or the patient’s partner’s GP 
b) other healthcare professionals outside the centre (to enable them to provide the patient or 

the patient’s partner with the best possible medical care) 
c) auditors or administrative staff outside of the centre (to enable them to perform functions 

designated to them in connection with the centre’s licensable activities), and 
d) medical or other researchers (so they can contact the patient  about specific research 

projects or carry out non-contact research). 
 

30.21  The centre should renew consent to disclosure if the nature of the treatment changes after initial 
consent has been given (eg, if during treatment, it is proposed that donor gametes are used 
instead of the patient’s own, or if the patient moves from unlicensed to licensed fertility 
treatment). 
 

30.22  The centre should ensure that people to whom they disclose identifying information know that 
the information remains protected by the existing common law on confidentiality. Those 
receiving information should also be told: 
 

a) the precise terms upon which it was disclosed and for which consent has been given, and 
b) that if they disclose the information they have received, a child might learn in an 

inappropriate way that they were born as a result of fertility treatment. 
 

Other legislation, professional guidelines and information 
Legislation 
Human Rights Act 1998 
European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
Data Protection Act 1998 
The Data Protection (Subject Access Modification) (Health) Order 2000 
Access to Health Records Act 1990 
Access to Health Records (Northern Ireland) Order 1993 
 
Professional guidelines 
Care Quality Commission - Code of Practice on confidential personal information (2010) Confidentiality: 
NHS Code of Practice (2003) 
Records Management: NHS Code of Practice (2006) 

General Medical Council – Confidentiality guidance: Protecting information (2004) Guidance from the 

Information Commissioner 


