
Is the requested information 
held by the HFEA?

Is information disclosable 
under section 33D?

Is further information required because: 
• the information given by the applicant previously is 
incomplete in any material respect; or 

• supplementary information is required in order for 
the Panel to determine the application.
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YES

GRANT APPLICATION

Is information disclosable 
under section 33A(2)(h)?

Has an application been made to 
the HFEA?

Has the application been submitted by 
an appropriate person nominated by 

the research establishment?

Is the application made in writing?

Does the application include:-
• the name, qualifications, address, telephone number and email address of the applicant? 
• the name of the research establishment(s)? 
• a description of the medical or other research to be undertaken within the United Kingdom? 
• what disclosable protected information the applicant wants from the HFEA? 
• the address of the premises at which the research project is to be undertaken? 
•the favourable opinion of a research ethics committee for the research project?? 
• a description of the security arrangements in place at the premises in respect of which the 

application is made relating to the processing of disclosable protected information? 
• the reasons why the disclosable protected information cannot be obtained otherwise than  

pursuant to the HFE (Disclosure of Information for Research Purposes) Regulations 2010?

If the authorisation has expired, and a further application is submitted within 90 days of the expiry of 
the authorisation, is all the information previously supplied in compliance with Regulation 4(b) to (h) 

unchanged?  

Is the panel satisfied that :
• a research ethics committee has given a 
favourable opinion in relation to the research 
project?

• the processing of the disclosable protected 
information is necessary for the purposes of the 
research project? 

• the security arrangements in place at the 
premises at which the disclosable protected 
information is to be processed are adequate for 
the security of the disclosable protected 
information?  

• the information to which the application relates is 
information from which an individual CANNOT be 
identified and it would not be reasonably 
practicable for the purposes of the research  
project to be achieved otherwise than pursuant to  
the grant of an authorisation, having regard to the 
cost of and technology available for achieving that 
purpose?

Has the applicant provided further information 
requested within the period of 56 days beginning with 
the date of the request?

Does the total cost of servicing the request fall within 
the fees threshold of £5,000?
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Determine period of 
authorisation

Determine whether 
additional conditions 

are required.

NO

SEE DISCLOSURE TREE 
33A(2)(h)

YES

Is the panel satisfied that (where relevant) :
• approval has been given under regulations made under section 251 
of the NHS Act (control of patient information) in respect of the 
research project included in the application? 
• the research project is to take place in England or Wales? 
• and, the Panel, having considered the application, is of the opinion 
that that there are no exceptional reasons why the disclosable 
protected information should not be processed under these 
Regulations for the purpose of the research project.

NO

YES

NO
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Is information disclosable under section 33A(2)(h)?

YES

Is the panel satisfied that the information does not contain identifying 
donor information?

Has consent been obtained from each individual that can be identified 
from this information?

Is the panel satisfied that the research establishment has taken
reasonable steps to explain the implications of giving consent to the 

persons who have consented to the information being released?

RELEASE INFORMATION
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YES
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