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The following papers were considered by the Committee: 
 

• papers for Licence Committee (45 pages) 
• no papers were tabled. 

 
 
1.  The papers for this item were presented by Ms Sarah Hopper.  Ms Hopper 
informed the committee that the original research licence was granted in 
September 2006 and the renewal inspection visit took place on 29 May 2007. 
 
2.  Ms Hopper confirmed that the recommendations made by the inspection team 
have been actioned by the PR and the peer reviewer has agreed that the 
research licence should continue in its current form. 
 
3.  The Committee applied the statutory tests in considering the application.  To 
start, the Committee identified the activity under consideration as the use of 



donated embryos in research.  The Committee agreed that these activities are 
not prohibited under the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990. 
 
4.  The Committee agreed that in the context of the project of research the 
activity appear to be necessary or desirable for the following specified purposes:  
 

o Increasing knowledge about the development of embryos 

      Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 Schedule s(2)(a) 

 
5. The Committee agreed that they continued to be satisfied that the proposed 
research could not be undertaken without the use of human embryos. 
 
6.   The Committee agreed that they were satisfied with the patient information 
and consent forms submitted by the centre, now that the patient information has 
been amended to include contact details for an independent person that patients 
could call if they wish to discuss the project with a person not directly involved 
with the work. 
 
7.   The Committee were satisfied that the requirements for granting a licence 
under section 16 of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990 were 
fulfilled and decided to renew the licence for research for a period of three years. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed……………………………………. …   Date……………….. 
Richard Harries (Chair) 


